
April 2019 

 

V  i  s  i  o  n  o  t  e  s 

Holy Week and Easter Worship (p. 6) 

New Worship Times on Thursday & Friday 

Prayer Walk and Prayer Stations 

Different and new ways to pray (p. 7) 

Spring Community Service Day 

A variety of work projects on 

Sunday, April 28, 11am-1:00pm (p.11)  

Members of our Acts 29 Mission Team help people in Puerto Rico 

recover from Hurricane Maria. See more on p. 13. 
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  ST. JOHN’S STAFF 
Pastor  Matthew Poock 
Vicar  Maria Bonine 
Director of Faith Formation Amy Floan 
Office Manager  Emily Schmitzer 
Outreach Coordinator Amanda Koenecke 
Custodian  Ken Johnson 
Financial Director  Cindy Millin 
Music Director  Sharon Magee 
Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole 
Childcare Director  Ashley Thompson 
Ministry Coordinator Carolyn Butts 
Faith Community Nurse Jan Schuh 

 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
President  Sean Mangold 
Vice President/Parish Education Sue Reese 
Secretary/Music and Worship Denise Paese 
Treasurer/Building and Grounds Brandon Mohrbacher 
Fellowship  Karen Reese 
Human Resources  Jennifer Kraus 
Life and Growth  Ron Hatlen 
Memorials  Mark Brusberg 
Mutual Ministry  Julia Schiefelbein-Egan 
Social Concerns  Brenda Muth 
Stewardship  David Paugel 
Youth Ministry  Derek Blume 
Youth Representative Kaitlynn Finfrock 

 

Endowment Committee  Shelly Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, 
 Steve Krueger, David Messling 

Mutual Ministry Committee Diana Crans, Kaye Crocker, Becky Heimerl, 
Gary Hoff, Barb Howard, Noel Oscar, Bethany Severson 

 

COME, LET US WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER! 

SATURDAYS @ 5:00pm 
SUNDAYS @ 9:00am and 11:30am 

B.A.S.I.C. learning hour for all ages 
Sundays 10:15am - 11:15am (Sept-May) 

 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  

Call the church office at 608-882-4044 

Visit our website at www.StJohns-LC.org 
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THROUGH THE POWER OF PRAYER 
By Vicar Maria Bonine 

It was a beautiful fall day. I was fussing over 

what to wear while trying to settle the 

butterflies taking flight in my stomach. To say I 

was nervous is an understatement. Marie and 

her family were patiently waiting for me to 

arrive at the little Congregational church. A few 

days prior I had accepted an invitation to attend worship. I had no idea 

that I would feel so welcomed and accepted as I walked through the 

doors of this simple little church. The butterflies calmed down a bit once 

we sat in the pew together. I had no idea my life would change 

dramatically in the next few hours. There I was, a young woman filled 

with sin and pain, sitting in a pew next to people who had no idea of the 

heavy load of guilt and shame that I carried in with me. 
 

Worship was smooth, though a bit more laid back than I expected. The 

music was inviting and reflective. Everything else was a blur as I sat 

quietly and listened. My mind was flooded with questions. My heart was 

filled with something that I can’t describe, but now I believe it was hope. 
 

After worship people were gathering in the basement for a time of 

fellowship and Bible study. Marie invited me to remain in the pew, and 

we visited. She was very loving as she guided me through a time of 

confession. I purged my sin, wrongdoings, and deepest darkest secrets to 

her listening ears like projectile vomit for a flu victim. Marie held me 

while I cried. With her arms wrapped around me, she asked if she could 

pray for me. No one had ever offered to do such a thing for me. 
 

Marie held my hands and began to pray. I haven’t the faintest idea what 

she said that day, but the feeling is so vivid. As tears poured down my 

cheeks, I felt lighter. It felt like bricks being lifted from my shoulders. My 

guilt and shame floated away somewhere and I felt happy, whole and 

significantly different. There were no more butterflies taking flight, my 

heart was in awe, my mind was clear, and I felt a sense of peace and calm 

that I had never felt before. For the first time in my life, I experienced 

what I can only believe was God’s love and forgiveness. I felt the power of 

healing throughout my whole being through Marie’s prayer for me. 
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Tears of pain turned into tears of joy. From that day forward, I knew life 

would never be the same. Marie’s love for God and personal commitment 

to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others brought new life into 

my world of brokenness. I wonder if I’d be where I am now if it wasn’t for 

my dear friend Marie. I know my passion for prayer is due to this life 

changing experience through prayer. 
 

Oh, by the way…it wasn’t just Marie that was praying that day. I later 

learned that those down in the church basement who gathered for 

coffee, donuts, and Bible study were praying for me as well. They didn’t 

know my circumstances; they simply trusted that God knew. 
 

I entered a church one fall day a sinner filled with guilt and shame and 

was sent out a saint (a forgiven sinner) with a new life ahead. Through 

prayer and Marie’s loving hands laid upon me, I experienced the healing 

power of God’s unconditional love. 
 

Prayer is powerful. Prayer is to be shared so that the world of broken 

people may become whole and be filled with hope for the future. Prayer 

changes things. It changed my life, and it can change yours too. 
 

I invite you to explore prayer in your life. Come as the Holy Spirit leads 

you to receive prayer and laying on of hands (if you like) during Holy 

Communion.* Come as you are to experience the wholeness and new life 

through the power of 

prayer. 
 

*All prayer requests are 

confidential. Prayer 

Leaders are available in 

the Gathering Area.   

ST. JOHN’S WELCOME STATEMENT 
Jesus commands us to love one another. We welcome all, regardless 

of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to 
addictions, physical or mental health, past misdeeds, socio-economic 
circumstances, immigration status, or anything that too often divides 

us. We welcome and celebrate diversity and uniqueness. 
We welcome you. 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another, 

and pray for one another, so that you may 

be healed. The prayer of the righteous is 

powerful and effective. -- James 5:16 
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REACHING UP: WORSHIP & PRAYER 

AN INTRODUCTION TO “THE EASTER TRIDUUM”  

Holy Week tells the powerful and poignant story that is at the center of 
Christian life and faith. Christians around the world focus hearts and 
minds on the powerful story of the betrayal, death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. In particular, Maundy Thursday evening 
through Easter evening is known throughout the Christian church as the 
Great Three Days of Easter (Triduum is Latin for three days). These three 
days focus intensely on Christ’s passage from death to life. This annual 
celebration had become a three-day observance by the fourth century. 
Worship during Holy Week is best approached as one continuous 
service. You are invited to remember and witness the entire story. 
 

Wednesday, April 3 … Midweek Worship, 7:00pm 

April 6 & 7… Matthew 25:31-46 (Lent 5) 

 Once Upon a Time, 5th of 5: Parable of the Sheep and the Goats  

 Holy Communion Class, 10:15am 

Wednesday, April 10 … Midweek Worship, 7:00pm 

April 13 & 14 … Matthew 21:1-17 (Triumphal Entry) 

 Palm Sunday and Passion Story 

 Holy Communion Class, 10:15am, followed by bread making 

April 18 … Matthew 26:17-30 (Words of Institution) 

 Maundy Thursday Worship, 5:00pm and 7:00pm 

April 19 … Matthew 27:27-61 (Crucifixion) 

 Good Friday Worship, 5:00pm and 7:00pm 

April 21 … Matthew 28:1-10  

 Easter Worship (6:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am) 

 No Worship Saturday, April 20 

April 27 & 28 … Matthew 28:16-20 (Great Commission) 

 New Members Received 

 All Church Community Service Day 

 Baptism of Camden Crans, son of Danny & Christina (Peterson) Crans 

LATE SERVICE MOVES TO 10:30AM FOR SUMMER ON MAY 12 
On Sunday, May 12, our late worship service will move from 11:30am 

to 10:30am. This will continue through the summer until September 8. 
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Worship 

  during 
Palm Sunday, April 13, 5pm; April 14, 9am & 11:30am 

Maundy Thursday, April 18, 5:00pm and 7:00pm 

Good Friday, April 19, 5:00pm and 7:00pm 

Prayer Vigil (no Saturday worship) 

Easter Sunday, April 21, 6:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am 

Easter Breakfast, 7:30am – 9:00am 

 Easter Egg Hunt, 8:30am  

 

NEW HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
St. John’s is adding a new service time on both Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday. Along with Easter Sunday, these Great Three Days (called 

the Easter Triduum) focus on the passion, death, burial, and resurrection 

of Jesus…the very heart of our faith as Christians.  

Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019, 5:00pm and 7:00pm 

Good Friday, April 19, 2019, 5:00pm and 7:00pm 

 

HEARTS OF PRAYER FOR OUR CHILDREN  
From Valentine’s Day to Easter Sunday, 

St. John’s is praying for 400 children and 

youth of our congregation. Maybe the 

hearts are stuck to your refrigerator or 

tucked into your morning Bible 

devotions. Maybe you pray for them around the dinner table or on your 

commute to work. We trust that the power of prayer is affecting those 

you lift up in a mighty way. Please continue to intercede for the youngest 

disciples in our faith community. If you desire to send a note to the 

children, please do so with encouragement and grace.  

If you can’t find the name listed in the directory, Emily Schmitzer 

(office@stjohns-lc.org) can help you at the office. 

  

mailto:office@stjohns-lc.org
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LABYRINTH PRAYER WALK – APRIL 13 
Walking is a form of prayer when we are 

intentional and mindful. In her book 

“Unbinding Your Heart,” author Martha Grace 

Reese promotes a form of walking prayer.  

On Saturday, April 13, as Holy Week begins, 

come gather with siblings in Christ at 9:00am 

at the Peace Garden and Labyrinth at 

Seminary Park. We will have a brief 

introduction and then pray as we walk the labyrinth together. Plan for 30 

minutes, much of it in silence. The Evansville Peace Garden & Labyrinth is 

located in Seminary Park, 26 S. Fourth Street. Whether or not you can join 

us on April 13, consider walking the Prayer Labyrinth throughout Holy 

Week and perhaps on Holy Saturday, the day before Easter. Save 

Monday, May 27, at 9am for our next prayer walk at the Labyrinth. 

 

PRAYER STATIONS IN THE PRAYER CHAPEL DURING HOLY WEEK 
Do you desire a closer relationship with God? Come 

experience the power of prayer stations! 
 

Prayer is a beautiful and powerful way to meet God. 

Through conversation with God and intentional quiet 

time to listen to God, our relationship with God grows. 

Exploring prayer in new ways is revitalizing to our human 

tendency to go, go, go, and do, do, do. When we quiet our souls and 

cease from the busy-ness of life around us, we center our hearts and 

minds on God. 
 

You (and your family and friends) are invited to explore the power of 

prayer through self-guided prayer stations in the Prayer Chapel, April 13-

21, for Holy Week. Prayer stations are “stops” in a guided prayer 

experience in which people are asked to pray in a certain way or for a 

specific request. Come encounter God’s transforming presence. Come to 

be inspired, renewed and refreshed. Come experience the healing power 

of God’s grace, mercy and love through prayer stations. 
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REACHING WITHIN: SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FRIENDSHIP  

BEHIND THE SCENES WITH ST. JOHN’S: LIFE AND GROWTH 
Caring for the sick, visiting the homebound, praying for those in need, 

reaching out to neighbors, and welcoming guests – our entire 

congregation, every one of us, is involved in these “life and growth” 

ministries. St. John’s is a caring community! We strive to be hospitable 

and welcoming to all.  
 

Several teams help lead these efforts. Our Befrienders meet monthly for 

training and updates before visiting those who are sick and homebound. 

Members of the Prayer Team meet monthly to pray and promote our 

congregation’s prayer activities. Other members meet quarterly to 

prepare homemade freezer meals (called Grace Meals) for those who 

could use a little support. Still others make prayer shawls, host new 

member orientation, and write caring cards. Please pray for these 

servants, and pray if this is a way for you to connect. Talk to Amanda 

Koenecke (outreach@stjohns-lc.org) to learn more. 

 

CHANGES TO BUILDING SECURITY AND ENTRANCE PROCEDURE 
Our security updates are nearing completion with the installation of an 

intercom system to the south parking lot entrance. (Special thanks to 

Bruce Richards and Rob Richards for their expertise and generosity.) The 

church council has been overseeing this process in the wake of public 

shootings in our country, seeking to balance hospitality with safety.  
  

Starting May 1, St. John’s will have a secure facility. To 

enter the building, members and guests either will use 

a key fob to open the door or will press the call button. 

This will continuously ring the church office and the 

Pathway Preschool room. An intercom and video monitor will inform the 

office of your arrival, and the door will be released. The door will be 

unlocked for large events such as worship. If you’re in need of access to 

the building outside of office hours, please contact the church office 

ahead of time. Thanks for your patience and understanding. 

 

  

mailto:outreach@stjohns-lc.org
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MAKING CONNECTIONS - MEET THE PAUGELS 
David & Boni Paugel, parents of two sons and 

grandparents of three, have been members of 

St. John’ since 1969. Dave spends his working 

time at Meriter Hospital in Purchasing, and 

Boni is retired from St. Mary’s Hospital. When 

they are not working they enjoy spending time 

with their family and attending grandkids’ activities. David also enjoys 

bowling and fishing, and Boni crafts and quilts. 
 

Because they had been lifelong Lutherans, when Boni and David moved 

to Evansville in 1969, St. John’s was their first choice. They liked the 

friendly people then and continue to enjoy that still today. They enjoy the 

worship services and the variety of activities offered at St. John’s. 
 

Dave and Boni have been involved in a variety of things at St. John's over 

the years: Council, Endowment Committee, Call committee, Circles, and 

so on. Boni is co-chair of Altar Guild, and Dave is currently on Church 

Council. They are pleased to support St. John's with both their financial 

giving and with their involvement, in response for all God has given us. 

 

MOM-SON GAME NIGHT 
On Friday, April 5, St. John’s will host a game night to 

celebrate the significant relationship between a mom 

and son. Grandmas, aunts, sisters, neighbors: all are 

invited! Dress as your favorite superhero! Food and games start at 

5:45pm. Contact the church office with any questions, but get your tickets 

TODAY! Tickets are $5 per person ($20 maximum per family). 

 

MAY 11 MEN’S NIGHT – BBQ RIBS 
Join us at 6:15pm on Saturday, May 11, for a night of 

fellowship for men only. We’ll start with a meal of BBQ 

ribs and baked potatoes. Then we’ll enjoy some male 

bonding. Men, RSVP to Pastor Matt for planning 

purposes. Mark your calendar for a good time with 

men who seek to follow the Lord and live lives that matter.  
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MAKE FINANCIAL GIFTS TO ST. JOHN’S ONLINE 
You can make a financial contribution anytime to the mission and 
ministry of St. John’s safely online through our website. We are 
reaching up, reaching out, and reaching within because God reaches 
out to us. Our financial gifts provide the resources we need to fulfill our 
mission. Simply visit www.stjohns-lc.org to make your gift online. 

CHARITY HIGHLIGHT: LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
In our 2019 budget, St. John’s has made a commitment of $1000 to 

support Lutheran World Relief (LWR). This is funded through our regular 

weekly offerings. 
 

About LWR: “Founded by 

Lutherans in the United States, 

grounded in Lutheran theology and building on decades of experience, 

LWR exists so that U.S. Lutherans may serve their neighbors overseas 

who face poverty, injustice and human suffering.” 
 

Our financial contributions to St. John’s reach beyond our walls and 

beyond our community. With this commitment, we impact the lives of 

people around the world. We can take pride in knowing that we are 

generous as a congregation.  

WHATCHA READING? 
A Witness: The Haiti Earthquake, a Song, Death, and 
Resurrection by Renee Splichal Larson is a moving story of 
love, grief, survival, and new life. It is an account of the lives 
of three young people as they experienced the challenges, 
beauty, and hospitality of Haiti, as well as the tumult that 
overthrew all they held dear. After years of struggle and healing, aided 
by remarkable signs of the love and presence of God, Renee offers us 
an intimate look at her young romance, her experience of the 
earthquake, and the journey that followed the loss of her husband. 
Most of all, she proclaims her hard-won witness: that in Christ, love and 
life conquer death. Vicar Maria says, “Thinking of this book still gives 
me goosebumps! This true story reflects pain, loss, love and hope in a 
broken heart and hurting world. You won’t want to put it down!”  
Check with Pastor Matt if you’d like to borrow his copy. He knows the 
author and also recommends it highly. 

http://www.stjohns-lc.org/
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REACHING OUT: SERVICE & INVITATION  

COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY ON APRIL 28 
As Christians, we are called to serve one another 
and to take good care of the Earth. Our spring 
Community Service Day provides an opportunity to 
put our faith into action! Twice a year, in the fall 
and in the spring, St. John’s people commit a 
Sunday morning after 9am worship to serving the 
community. This has become a semi-annual 
tradition. We are a church that makes a difference 

to our neighbors! Plans for April 28 are already underway to care for our 
community parks. We also plan to serve around our church building and 
pick up roadside litter on Territorial. If you have a household project you 
would allow us to help with, please contact the church office. We want 
to support our members, too – it brings us joy to serve! 
 

That morning we will worship at 9am, share fellowship and a hearty 
snack, and work from about 11am to 1pm. Plan to join us as we go out to 
be the church in the world and make a difference right where we are! 

 
FOOD MINISTRY AT ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN IN MADISON 
David arrives each Friday with his dog Gracie. James 
comes a little early for a chance to have conversation 
and check out what’s on the menu. These are just two 
of the approximately 50 people who come to St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church in Madison each week for a 
Free Community Meal. You can help eliminate hunger 
in our area by volunteering for St. Mark’s Food Ministry with Amy Floan 
and others from St. John's! 
 

Friday Meal workers set-up the serving line, help serve, and clean up after 
the meal. Whenever you choose to serve, you will make a difference at 
St. Mark's Food Ministry. St. John’s has committed to helping with the 
Free Friday Community Meal once a month. Each time, we need a group 
of 5-6 workers. We meet at St. John's at 10:00am to carpool, and we get 
back around 2:30pm. Not only will we get to prepare and serve delicious 
food, we also get a chance to eat and get to know some of the people 
who come to eat. Our next date is Friday, May 31. Contact Amy Floan to 
sign up or to learn more about this important ministry in our area.  
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THE GREEN CORNER: START BY REDUCING PLASTIC 
Have you heard about the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch”? This collection 

of plastic trash floating halfway between Hawaii and California is twice 

the size of Texas! It is estimated that by 2050 the ocean will contain more 

plastic by weight than fish. We have to do something. The United States 

Environmental Protection Agency is most concerned about the hazards of 

plastic pollution on our waters and environment. Reduction is the most 

effective way we can save natural resources, protect the environment, 

and save money. We can make a difference! 
 

Could you stop using plastic bags? Cities from 

Boston to San Francisco have banned them, 

and so have countries like China, Chile, and 

Kenya. Try cloth bags instead (St. John’s has a 

supply), and keep some in your car. Could you 

stop using plastic straws? You might try 

stainless steel straws from Norwex, Pampered 

Chef, or Amazon. Could you stop using disposable plastic bottles for 

water and soda? Plastic bottles take at least 450 years to degrade, and 

bottles from Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) never biodegrade. Try 

sticking to reusable bottles. Our planet needs our actions, big and small. 

Next Green Team meeting is Thursday, April 4, at 5:00pm. You’re invited. 

 

FABRIC KITS NEEDED FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR) 
St. John’s collects items for Fabric Kits for 

LWR during the months of April and May. 

Fabric kits are used in vocational training 

to teach people useful, marketable sewing 

skills. Teaching a person to sew gives 

him/her the tools to earn an income and break out of poverty. 
 

Drop off your donation at the table in the Giving Area: 

 2 spools of matching or neutral-colored generalpurpose thread, 250-
300 yrds each 

 Two pieces of cotton-blend fabric (no knits or 100% polyester). Each 
piece should match one of the sizes listed: 2 ¼ yrds of 60” wide fabric 
or 3 yrds of 44” wide fabric, or 4 yrds of 36”wide fabric.  
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Many people in the continental 
United States do not realize that 
Puerto Rico is a U.S. territory and 
that Puerto Ricans are 
Americans. Seventeen members 
of our “Acts 29” mission trip 
ministry traveled to Puerto Rico 
the last week of February to 
participate in Hurricane Maria 
recovery and assist our 
compatriots. This mission trip 
was a challenge! But God 
prepared the way for us. Our 
chartered bus navigated freezing 
rain, getting us to O’Hare airport 

without problems. No luggage was lost on the flight. And we managed to 
fit 17 people and their luggage into just four rented vehicles.  
 

We stayed in Levittown the first night, enjoyed our first Puerto Rican 
meal, and practiced our Spanish. Sunday morning, we attended church in 
Dorado, a lovely 2-hour service with fantastic music. After exploring a bit 
of coastline, we arrived at Campamento Luterano Eduardo Roig, a 
compound with a dining and community area, men’s and women’s 
dorms, tool shed, and swimming pool. The local wildlife at the camp 
included chickens from the neighboring house, geckos, spiders, and coqui 
frogs which sang each night.  

 

We were greeted by Everidys Concepcion, our petite, soft-spoken 
volunteer coordinator, who is also in seminary. The camp is working with 
Lutheran Social Services (LSS) to provide support to nine municipalities. 
The camp was without power from the day of the hurricane, September 
19, 2017, until March 2018. Areas at the far eastern edge of the island 
still do not have electricity. Water service did not return to the camp until 
2 to 3 months after the hurricane. Many Puerto Ricans had to walk 6 
hours in the heat and humidity to get a bucket of water. People waited in 
line six hours to buy $20 worth of gas. There are many potholes in the 
roads of Puerto Rico, and many traffic signs are missing. Many people did 
not have power after the first Hurricane (Irma), so they did not know that 
Maria was coming and were not prepared. After Maria, lush green Puerto 
Rico was stripped of its greenery by the hurricanes; everything was 
brown. The people are tired and may or may not want to talk about their 
experience. The staff of LSS all have their Hurricane Maria stories. 
 

Acts 29 Puerto Rico Team: Linda Rehfeldt, 
Dave Persons, Jan and Kate Klaehn, Ray 
Legris, Diane and Gil Skinner, Julie and 
Robert Seiler, Jonah Topel, Jim Green, 
Evon Mitchell, Kathy Witzek, Ken and 
Brenda Muth, Joe Myatt and Pastor Matt 

 

PUERTO RICO TRIP REFLECTION 
By Brenda Muth 
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During the week, we cleaned and power washed Brenda’s house in 
Dorado and reinstalled aluminum levered windows. Like many Puerto 
Ricans, Brenda’s house was handed down to 
her from her grandmother. Because the house 
title was not in her name, FEMA did not 
provide rebuilding support for Brenda; thank 
God for LSS. In Rio Lajas, we put siding on 
Alphonso’s house and installed doors and 
windows. Alphonso started chemotherapy the 
week we were there. In Catano, we power-
washed and primed a roof in the hot sun. For 
Lydia and Carlos, we sawed up and removed a 
large tree that had fallen in their backyard. 
Lydia described how their concrete house trembled in the hurricane and 
the second floor of the house was destroyed. For Rosa Maria, we power-
washed and cleaned her house, while one of her chickens kept an eye on 
us. Rosa is an elderly woman who had approximately 2 feet of water in 
her home from the storm. Members of our team helped to survey 
damaged homes with the LSS case managers to stage repairs for 
upcoming groups. Many of the homes need new roofs. We organized the 
tool shed at the camp so volunteers can find the appropriate supplies and 
determine what the camp needs. We purchased a power washer, 
hammer drill, jigsaw and many other supplies for LSS, much of which we 
used. We were also able to make a monetary donation to LSS in Puerto 
Rico. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this tool fund!  
 

Our Acts 29 team bought t-shirts that say “Puerto Rico Levantando” 
(which means “rising”) from a local hardware store. Puerto Rico is rising, 
but many years of recovery lay ahead. God bless our efforts and those of 
the workers to come after us. God bless Puerto Rico. 
 

CARL’S CONTEMPLATIONS: WHAT WOULD JESUS POST?  
By Carl Korfmacher 
Social media is a dangerous thing. Since Wikipedia is so 
close at hand, you’d think more people would plumb 
its depths. But with pictures of half eaten meals, 
children doing exceptionally average things, and 
sleeping pets, who has the time? Trust me, I have as much interest in the 
condition of the roads going to Madison as the next guy, and who would 
want to miss the daily muddled blasts from leftists and rightists going at it 
like pugilistic couch potatoes. But maybe we should just stop, for good. 
I’m just suggesting it. I’m not sure I would or could. But maybe we should. 
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I was recently chastised for making the mistake of responding to a 
political post on Facebook. It’s not hard to get chastised on Facebook. In 
fact, it is the ideal platform for the philosophical masochist. After getting 
my clock cleaned by someone I have never met and learning that I may 
not have been 100% correct to begin with, I reflected on the state of 
modern communication. If Jesus were to return or if he were alive today, 
how would he possibly communicate his message to us? Back in the day, 
you could just perform a few miracles and people would pay attention. 
Not so today. Miracles are so 1st millennium. 
 

It is hard to imagine the man with his Iron Age culture 
and transcendent philosophy having much luck in 
today’s world. He’d be a modern man, of course. 
There he is, sitting in the dark, the cool glow of his computer screen 
reflecting from his intense eyes, alone, his fingers clicking away. His long 
hair, sandals and coarse cloak would still fit in, on the west coast at least. 
His disciples, also alone, waiting patiently in their own basements, 
bedrooms, and home offices for the Word while they finish up a game of 
Fortnite (violent video game) with no apparent sense of irony. I imagine 
him starting off every post with “verily I say unto you.” But, I suppose he 
would have to use modern language; perhaps the common gambit, “hey 
guys,” then proceed with “let me tell you about the dude who demanded 
all his Dad’s money and then ran off and spent it on booze and women 
and then came back and asked for forgiveness. You’ll never guess what 
his Dad did next! Check out my post tomorrow and find out!” 
 

Can you imagine the Pharisees, tax collectors and Roman officials trolling 
away: “Jesus Christ, you’re no Messiah. I knew your Mom in high school. 
She got pregnant and said it was the ‘Holy Spirit.’ Your dumb story is fake 
news!” Of course, instead of those ancient rogues we have the modern 
day Pharisees, known as the media. And we have tax collectors and 
Romans who we now call, generously, politicians. We’ve seen how they 
can take someone’s perfectly good idea and turn it into the worst thing 
that has ever been said when it appears to diverge from their ideology. 
But then, Jesus was never one to worry too much about his detractors. 
 

Would he eschew social media? Or would he be forced to embrace it as 
most of us have? If so, how would he cut through the deluge of negativity 
to get his message across? No doubt he would find a way to do it that 
didn’t start with “hey guys.” Should we reconsider how we communicate 
with each other? Should we make sure our message is true and good 
before we post something that will exist in the cloud for years, perhaps 
centuries? Food for thought.  
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MINISTRY WITH OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
MIDWEEK FUN AND FAITH WITH FAITH CORPS AND SOUL TROOP 

Each Wednesday after school, until 

4:30pm, more than 75 children from Levi 

Leonard Elementary and Theodore 

Robinson Intermediate schools come to St. 

John’s for Faith Corps (K-2nd grade) and 

Soul Troop (3rd-5th grade). The kids enjoy a 

snack, have song and devotion time, and 

participate in large group activities each 

week. Once a month they put their hands 

to work for a service project for our 

community. These two Children’s 

Ministries foster spiritual growth through 

fun activities with friends in a large group setting. We have a strong 

leadership team, but we are always looking to add more adults to our 

team. If you are feeling called to nurture the faith of some of the kids of 

St. John’s, please contact Amy Floan, Director of Faith Formation. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL UP ALL NIGHT – FRIDAY, APRIL 12 
Middle school youth know that St. John’s is the place to be on Friday, 

April 12, from 7:00-11:00pm! We’ll play games, eat, laugh, and hang out. 

Friends are welcome to join in. Please bring a snack or drink to share and 

$3 for pizza. (Everyone must be in by 7:30pm. Advanced permission or 

the presence of your own parent is needed in order to leave early.) Make 

sure to arrange a ride for 11:00pm. By then we’ll all be worn out and 

ready to crash. Don’t miss it! 
 

EIGHTH GRADE CONFIRMATION WEEKEND 
Saturday, May 18 @ 9:00am – Confirmation breakfast 

and rehearsal for 8th grade students and their parents; 

7th graders serve breakfast. 
Sunday, May 19 @ 10:30am – In a joyful service of worship, our 8th 
graders affirm their baptism and confirm their faith. Please invite your 
family and baptism sponsors/godparents! Note the time of the service to 
accommodate the students, their families, and guests.  

Vicar Maria and some Faith 
Corps kids participate side-
by-side in a game. 
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CONFIRMATION CAMP AT LUTHERDALE – JUNE 23-28 
Relationship building. Learning through 

experiences. Fostering independence. Providing a 

safe space. Affirming faith. This is what you can 

expect when you spend a week at camp in addition 

to games, swimming, canoeing, cabin time, friends, 

arts and crafts, and high rope adventures. And it’s 

all centered on our faith in Jesus. Some of our children and youth have 

already registered, and there’s still room for more. Confirmation Camp is 

for youth who have completed 6th, 7th or 8th grade. Amy Floan is going, 

too! Register online at lutherdale.org. St. John’s will pay $150 of the 

tuition fee for each weeklong camper. Additional Camperships may be 

available through Lutherdale. 

 

PREPARING TO BE RIVER HEROES IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN 

The week of July 14-19, 2019, 16 high 

school youth and 4 adult leaders will 

travel to Camp Amnicon in northern Wisconsin, to spend five days 

canoeing down and cleaning up a river. We will serve, worship, and grow 

in community. In the process, our own lives will grow, and our faith will 

come alive. We meet monthly to get ready and create a strong team, and 

we are working together to raise the funds to go. Our youth thank you for 

your support of our fundraisers so far, and we look forward to the annual 

Easter breakfast on April 21. Our fundraisers will help support ALL 20 

people for the whole week. Stay tuned for more events yet to come! 

Next group preparation meeting: Wednesday, April 10, 7:30-9:00pm.  

Kendra Finfrock 

and Elizabeth 

Halverson play an 

icebreaker game at 

Lutherdale as part 

of the Confirmation 

Retreat weekend in 

early March. 
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THANK YOU FROM SCOTT AND DEBBIE FREDENDALL 
How blessed we are to have such a caring church family. After our falls, we 
received many calls, visits, and gifts; thank you all! Also, special thanks to our 
children for all they continue to do for us. My minor concussion is much 
better, and Scott is recovering from the surgery that fixed his broken hip. I 
have much more appreciation now for all he does to help around the house! 
We are healing with thanks for God and all of you. 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Those Who Are Ill 

 

St. John’s Members 
John Longfield  
Sandi Spanton-Nelson 
Shawn Lynn  
Katrina Thompson 
Dennis Matzinger 

Samantha Jozefowicz 
Jeanette Almond 
Ann Olsen 
Harlow Philips 
Sue Daniel 

Pat Carlsen 
Sue Farnsworth 
Betty Wall 
Sherry Crull

 

Family and Friends 
Patti Chronquist 
Felicia Moy 
Judelle Murphy 
Ken Pritzl 
Amanda Schmitzer 

Hana Williams 
Evelyn Johnson 
Carson Bremmer 
Cindy Sayles 
Roni Pahl 

Darlene Thiel 
Darcey Markestad 
Robert (Butch) Heck 
Dennis Moore 
Solveig Carlson 

 

Missionaries: 
Rev. Colin and Rev. Jeni Grangaard & family, in Jerusalem/West Bank 
Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke & family, in Botswana 
 

Men and Women in Service: 
Josh Beyerl, Justin Delorit, Sabrina Elmer, Aaron Hoff, Daniel Johnson, 
John Juen, Jacob Thiele, Nate Madsen, Brad Miller, Bailey Olin, JJ Rogers, 
Tyler Schnell, Hunter Speropulos, Marcus Steindl, Mark Trawicki, 
Mitch Viken 
 

Special Blessings to: 
Logan Schoenenberger and Makenzie Abey on the birth of their son, 
Waylon John. 
Josh and Rose (Pomplun) Jenke on the baptism of their son, Jedi Karl. 
 

Condolences to: 
Duke and Marion Farnsworth and Jeff and Sue Farnworth on the death 
their daughter and his sister Julie. 
Matt and Jennifer Kraus and family on the death of his father. 
Nick and Kristin Bitz on the death of their brother-in-law. 
Our hope is in Jesus Christ, who loves us through death to eternal life. 
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POINTS OF PRAYER 
Together we lift up these prayer concerns. Start by reading the prayer 
topic and “holding” those people or that situation before God. Say the 
topic over and over in your mind, or aloud, and raise it before God. Then 
continue in agreement with the petition of prayer. We pray: 

 For our celebration of Easter 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light 
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to 
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world. 

 For Service Day and taking care of our Earth 
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made 
us co-workers in your creation. Give us wisdom and reverence to use 
the resources of nature so that no one may suffer from our abuse of 
them, and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you 
for your bounty. 

 For communities hurt by violence and tragedy 
Holy God, every person is valued in your sight, and we grieve the 
tragic loss of life that happens both near and far. Bring healing 
where lives have been torn apart. Move us toward your vision of 
peace, justice, and harmony. We especially lift up to you the people 
affected by violence in New Zealand. Move us from hatred to love. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PRAYER TEAM 

For your prayer requests – big and small, the Prayer Team of St. John’s is 
ready. Our Prayer Team has placed prayer cards in the welcome books 
and in the pew racks. For any need of prayer – healing, confession, 
sadness, decision-making, and more – please fill out a prayer card, and 
place it in the offering plate or in the office. For more information on the 
prayer team, contact the church office or Becca Poock 608-490-3144. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching Within… 

because GOD reaches out to us. 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Inspiring Worship     Uplifting Prayer 
 Faithful Service     Caring Invitation 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth   Christ-Centered Friendships 
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