
August 2019 

Visionotes 

 

 

Farewell to Vicar Maria Bonine (p. 7-8) 

Godspeed to Maria & Brent, August 10 & 11 

 The Faith to Say Goodbye (p. 3-4) 

28-Day Prayer Challenge (p. 6) 

Pray with your fingers, starting August 18 

“Center Stage Series” Outstanding Events (p. 9) 

Legends Children’s Musical, August 16, 7pm 

Belle Ensemble, September 27, 7pm 

Square Dance, October 25, 6pm  

Selfie of some St. John’s staff on a beautiful summer day!  

The staff is getting ready for some changes coming this fall as 

we say goodbye to Vicar Maria, see a little less of Amanda 

Koenecke, see more of Chris Cole and Becca Poock,  

and prepare to welcome Vicar Nancy Giddings. 
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  ST. JOHN’S STAFF 
Pastor  Matthew Poock 
Vicar  Maria Bonine 
Director of Faith Formation Amy Floan 
Office Manager  Emily Schmitzer 
Outreach Coordinator Amanda Koenecke 
Custodian  Ken Johnson 
Financial Director  Cindy Millin 
Music Director  Sharon Magee 
Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole 
Childcare Director  Ashley Thompson 
Ministry Coordinator Carolyn Butts 
Faith Community Nurse Jan Schuh 

 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
President  Sean Mangold 
Vice President/Parish Education Sue Reese 
Secretary/Music and Worship Denise Paese 
Treasurer/Building and Grounds Brandon Mohrbacher 
Fellowship  Karen Reese 
Human Resources  Jennifer Kraus 
Life and Growth  Ron Hatlen 
Memorials  Mark Brusberg 
Mutual Ministry  Julia Schiefelbein-Egan 
Social Concerns  Brenda Muth 
Stewardship  David Paugel 
Youth Ministry  Derek Blume 
Youth Representative Jasmine Elliott 

 

Mission Endowment Committee Shelly Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, 
 Steve Krueger, David Messling 

Mutual Ministry Committee Diana Crans, Kaye Crocker, Becky Heimerl, 
Gary Hoff, Barb Howard, Noel Oscar, Bethany Severson 

 

COME, LET US WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER! 
SATURDAYS @ 5:00pm 

SUNDAYS @ 9:00am and 10:30am (summer) 

B.A.S.I.C. learning hour for all ages 
Sundays 10:15am - 11:15am (Sept-May) 

 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  

Call the church office at 608-882-4044 

Visit our website at www.StJohns-LC.org 
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Good Goodbyes 
Eleven months ago St. John’s said hello to Vicar 

Maria Bonine and her husband Brent. Since then, 

the “Bo9s” have become an integral part of our 

congregation. 
 

For Brent’s part, he has participated in nearly 

every single worship service – that’s three a 

weekend, often working behind the scenes to set 

up and clean up. He’s not afraid to take care of 

an unexpected mess or to clear the table of Holy Communion after the 

last service. 
 

As for Vicar Maria, her compassionate heart, listening ear, and clear voice 

of teaching and preaching have shaped us all for the better. Vicar Maria 

has tried new things, such as preaching through a sermon series. She has 

helped us to try new things, such as prayer stations to connect with God. 

She has shared her deep faith in Jesus and her love for God’s people. We 

have been inspired to hear of God’s work in her life journey, from a single 

mom without knowledge of Jesus, to a faithful servant of Christ. We have 

been honored to be part of her formation as a pastor. We are a different 

church because of Vicar Maria…a stronger church. And now we must say 

goodbye. 
 

In today’s world, many of us are constantly coming and going. People are 

continually entering and exiting our daily lives. Some goodbyes are easy, 

like for the houseguest who overstays their welcome. But oftentimes 

goodbyes are difficult, and life is full of these painful ones. Sometimes we 

wish we didn’t have to leave or that they didn’t have to go. 
 

This year I’ve been away from my family for two different mission trips – 

to Puerto Rico and to Northern Wisconsin. Both were amazing trips! But 

the day before leaving, I felt dread. Not because I didn’t want to go, but 

because I didn’t want to say goodbye to my wife and kids. Similarly, it’s 

hard to say goodbye to my Iowa family after a visit, or to dear friends 

after a reunion. To whom have you said goodbye? To a young child off to 

summer camp? To an older child moving to college? To family for a 

business trip? To friends moving away? To a loved one who has died? 
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Goodbyes involve grief and sadness. We see this especially in the 

goodbye at a funeral; it feels so final. But our faith gives us assurance that 

even this farewell is not final but rather, “see you later.” Still, goodbyes 

mean change and often loss. Goodbyes might bring uncertainty or the 

future or a new loneliness. The more we love and care for someone, the 

harder it is to say goodbye. It will not be easy for us to say goodbye to 

Vicar Maria and Brent Bonine this month, and that’s a good thing. 
 

In the life of faith, both goodbyes and greetings play an important part. It 

takes faith to meet someone new. We could be resigned not to meet any 

more people (to avoid another goodbye). But our faith teaches us that we 

might meet Jesus in the face of someone new. We might be changed for 

the better by a new encounter. Even though we might only know them 

for a season, or a moment, our lives could be all the better because of 

that greeting. We chose to greet Vicar Maria, and look how we’ve been 

blessed. Soon we’ll greet Vicar Nancy Giddings, who will join us for one 

year beginning on September 1, and we’ll be blessed in new ways.  
 

Likewise, it takes faith to say goodbye. We could refuse to go anywhere 

or let others leave. This, however, would rob us of the richness of life, of 

adventures and learning and growth. Without faith we live in worry about 

what will happen to us or to them while we are absent from each other. 

But when we live by faith, we trust God with our comings and goings. 

We have hope that we will see each other again. We have confidence 

that God will be with us and God will 

be with them. By faith, we have 

courage to say goodbye and to bless 

each other on the journey of life.  
 

When we say goodbye to Vicar Maria and Brent this month, I have faith 

that it will be a good goodbye. God be with you till we meet again.  
 

In Christ, 

  

“The Lord will watch over your 
coming and going both now 
and forevermore.” 
Psalm 121:8 

Vicar Maria’s farewell weekend is 
August 10/11. Consider giving her a 

note or a token of your appreciation. 
You can bring them to worship that 

day, or send them to the church 
office at any time.   
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REACHING UP: WORSHIP & PRAYER 

SABBATH REST: A THREE-WEEK WORSHIP SERIES 

How good are you at resting? If God can 

rest, so can we. (God rested on the 

seventh day.) If God commands we do 

it, we have faith that we can and should. 

(Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it 

holy.) If we wait until the work is done, 

we’ll never rest. (But our bodies need it, 

and we work better when we are rested.) Sabbath is God’s strategy for 

helping us remember that God is God (and we are not), and that we are 

human beings, made in God’s image for love and connection (and not 

locked in a never-ending competition for worth and resources). When we 

stop and rest, God will meet us. Let’s stop and rest together.  

August 3 & 4… Hebrews 9:1-14 (Earthly and Heavenly Sanctuaries) 

 A Worship Service of Camp Songs 

August 10 & 11… Hebrews 11:1-16 (The Meaning of Faith) 

 Vicar Maria’s Farewell and Godspeed 

August 17 & 18…Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Matt 11:28-30 (Sabbath Rest 1) 

 Blessing of the backpacks, children, school staff, and teachers 

August 24 & 25… Genesis 2:1-3; John 15:9-15 (Sabbath Rest 2) 

 Guest Preacher: Rev George Carlson 

August 31 & Sept. 1… Deut 15:1-2, 7-11; Luke 15:11-32 (Sabbath Rest 3) 

 Welcome Vicar Nancy Giddings in worship 
 

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS ON AUGUST 17 & 18 

School backpacks contain work to be done, work that’s been returned, 

books to be studies, and the tools to complete homework. Students jump 

back into the adventures of learning in early September, and we know 

that God goes with them. For worship on August 17 & 18, all students 

(children, youth, and adults) are invited to bring their backpacks. We’ll 

strap them on and come forward to bless the person who wears it. 

Teachers and school staff will also be in our prayers. God is the one who 

calls us to learn and to teach. All the activities and jobs that we perform 

are made holy as we do them for God’s glory and for the good of others.  

INVEST 

IN REST 
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28-DAY UPLIFTING PRAYER CHALLENGE: THE 5 FINGER PRAYER 
Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, 

and the door will be opened for you.”  (Luke 11:9) 
 

Pastor and author Dr. David Butts wrote, “Prayer is the 

way God has chosen to accomplish God’s will on earth. 

When we understand that, suddenly prayer moves from 

something that can seem selfish and self-serving, to an 

amazing opportunity to be a participant in the work of God 

in our world.” Martin Luther said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no 

more possible than to be alive without breathing.”  
 

For 28 days we’ll challenge each other to invest in intentional prayer each 

day. Prayer is a vital component of our Christian faith. We need support 

to live our faith as a priority every day of the week. Every week we gather 

for worship and events to encourage each other in faith. Then we are 

sent out to live our faith every day. Most of our faith is lived in our 

workplaces, in the community, in schools, and in our homes.  
 

This “Uplifting Prayer” Challenge is for people of all ages and 

households of every size. The simple ritual of using the 5-Finger Prayer 

will help you prioritize daily prayer as you go about your days. 
 

The Uplifting Prayer Challenge will take place from Sunday, August 18, 

through Saturday, September 14. 

 Sign up at the Ministry Table to commit to the challenge.  

 Pick up a cling sticker (perfect for a bedroom or bathroom mirror). 

 Use the prompts on the cling as 

you pray for friends and family, 

teachers and healers, leaders, 

the weak, and yourself. 

 Remember, the goal isn’t to 

cram one more thing onto your 

plate. It’s to establish a regular 

practice that helps you live a 

more centered and resilient life.  
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INTERNSHIP MATTERS – GODSPEED TO MARIA 
Vicar Maria Bonine ends her one-year internship with us August 11. We’ll 

be ready to send her with prayers and blessings in worship that weekend. 

As we prepare to send her back to seminary for her final year, we asked 

some members to reflect on her year at St. John’s. 
 

“Vicar Maria is a philanthropist by nature. She has so much love for the 

world and its people. Her words console those who seek understanding 

and support. It has been a pleasure to get to know her and spend time 

with her. She has personally helped me on my faith journey and may God 

send her blessings and guidance for whatever comes next in her life 

journey.” – Jasmine Elliott, high school student 
 

“We are thankful that Maria was a part of our 

lives this past year. She will be a huge asset to 

any congregation and its community with her 

spiritual guidance, smile, and warm 

compassion for one and all. Oh yes, and the 

very best to Brent, a very integral part to her ministry.”  

– Steve and Sylvia Schneeberger, former council president and members 
 

“We have been so blessed to have had Vicar Maria with us over the past 

year. As St. John’s first intern, the congregation has learned as much from 

Maria as she has learned from Pastor Matt, the staff and all of St. John’s. 

Maria’s love and joy in the Lord are evident on a daily basis, and she will 

have a lasting impact on St. John’s. We will continue praying for Maria as 

she completes her fourth and final year in seminary. God has great plans 

in store for her!” – Julia Schiefelbein-Egan, internship committee chair 
 

“Vicar Maria has been a wonderful addition to the St. John's family from 

the moment she joined us last September. She has provided great 

leadership this year as our congregation has focused on Uplifting Prayer. 

Vicar Maria also assembled the team for the Lutherdale Share the 

Adventure Capital Appeal. With Vicar Maria's planning and organization, 

that campaign was a great success, far exceeding our goal.”  

– Derek Blume, church council member and Lutherdale Capital Appeal 

team member  
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“Now faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen.” - Hebrews 11:1 

A WORD OF FAREWELL, FROM VICAR MARIA 
When I applied for internship, my hope was that I 

would be placed in a faith community that I would 

easily adapt to and that Brent would feel at home in. I 

prayed that God would place me where I would 

experience God’s love in new ways and that I would 

be challenged to explore aspects of ministry that I was less familiar with. 
 

My hopes and prayers for internship weren’t just answered – God 

provided exactly what Brent and I needed. God has blessed us in and 

through each of you. During our 

initial introductions I asked for your 

grace and prayers as I maneuvered a 

new community and learned names 

and family connections. I’ve 

received that grace time after time. 

(THANK YOU!) 
 

I don’t believe that written words 

can adequately express how much 

our time here has meant to me or 

how my faith has been impacted. I 

do know that being a part of St. 

John’s has helped me to discover 

and embrace myself as God created 

me to be. As I prepare for my final 

year of seminary studies, I am 

excited to see how God works in 

and through me. 
 

Dear siblings in Christ, each of you will always be a part of who I am. Your 

generosity and love have been a part of forming future leaders for the 

church, and I am forever grateful to be one of them. Thank you for your 

encouragement, prayers and willingness to be a teaching congregation. 

God’s not finished with any of us yet! May our faith keep us hopeful for 

our desires, yet certain that God knows exactly what we need. 
 

With thanks and praise, 

Vicar Maria (and Brent too)  

The most valuable lesson I 
learned has been the importance 
of self-care. I have learned that it 
is important for me to keep my 
personal commitments for my 
overall well-being. I find that I am 
happier and more productive 
when I have honored 
commitments and goals I have for 
myself. Having an accountability 
partner helps! 
 

My favorite place in Evansville 
(besides St. John’s) has been Main 
Street Café-because of the many 
people I have spent time with 
there.  
 

My favorite food at a St. John’s 
event was mint brownies! 
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FAITH AND FAREWELL, FROM BRENT BONINE 

Last June Maria and I came to St. John’s to check out her internship site. I 

really didn’t know what to expect or know what to look for as my heart 

and attitude towards church and God were not good. We attended 

worship on both Saturday and Sunday, and before we made it back to the 

interstate, I told Maria “I wish your internship was starting now” – for I 

liked what I saw. I prayed that my heart could get back on track and start 

wanting to be back in church and worshipping again. It didn’t take long to 

get back where I needed to be. I started to enjoy worship again, the 

people around the church, and the atmosphere of St. John’s.  
 

This past year has been a very positive time in my life. I’ve made some 

good friends, wonderful acquaintances, and I have great memories here. 

During this past year my Mom was diagnosed with lung cancer, went 

through treatment of chemo and radiation, and I proudly share that she is 

currently cancer free. Without the prayers and support of this 

congregation it would have been a very rough road. I thank you all for 

your prayers and concerns; they are greatly appreciated.  I want to thank 

Pastor Matt and all of you for welcoming us with open arms. Our stay 

here will always hold a special place in my heart, and I thank God for my 

restored faith.  

 

RECORD-BREAKING NUMBERS AT SUMMER CAMP  
Lutherdale has been the place to 
be for St. John’s youth this 
summer! A total of 25 of our youth 
have spent time there recently, 
growing in faith and friendship. 
That’s more youth than any 
summer in recent history! It also 
means we gave a record amount 
of scholarships. For every camper 
we give a $150 scholarship for a 

full week and $75 for a half week. We “blew the budget” this year, giving 
$2700 to support this transformative experience for our youth. (We 
budgeted $2000, which was already an increase from the previous year.) 
Our youth are worth it! Lord, raise up our youth to lives of faith and 
service, centered on Jesus Christ.  
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PRAYER LABYRINTH WALK 
Our monthly prayer labyrinth walks invite people of all 

ages to pray with their body, mind, and soul.  Join Pastor 

Matt and others on Saturday, August 17, at 9:00am. Why 

that day? It’s “National I Love My Feet Day” and 

“National Nonprofit Day”! And the next day we start the 

5 Finger Prayer Challenge.  

REACHING WITHIN: SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FRIENDSHIP 

CENTER STAGE SERIES: CHILDREN’S MUSICAL AND BELLE ENSEMBLE 
The children of St. John’s will be preparing a musical 

for our enjoyment during our first Musical Theatre 

camp. Legends at Camp Garner Creek is a musical 

about church camp, Bible heroes, and remarkable, 

everyday kids. You’re invited to the performance, on 

Friday, August 16, at 7pm in the St. John’s sanctuary. 
 

The Belle Ensemble will present a musical 

exploration of the romance and opulence of 

high-Victorian and early-20th century England, 

“Echoes from the Abbey”. This program 

features works of Sir Arthur Sullivan, Ralph 

Vaughan Williams, Charles Villiers Stanford, 

Hubert Parry, and Edward Elgar. The Belle Ensemble was founded by Nick 

Barootian, General Director and baritone, and Pastor Matt’s roommate in 

seminary. For this inspiring repertoire, the ensemble enthusiastically 

welcomes Mr. Gregory Berg to the podium as guest conductor.   
 

The Racine-based Belle Ensemble, beginning its fifth season, is comprised 

of professional vocalists from Wisconsin and northern Illinois. Mr. Berg is 

a faculty member at Carthage College, Minister of Music at Holy 

Communion Lutheran Church, and radio host at WGTD, a WPR affiliate. 

Join us for this incredible opportunity on Friday, September 27, 7:00pm. 

Get your tickets from the church office: $10 for adults, $5 for children. 
 

Mark your calendar for our October Center Stage Series event:  

a Square Dance on Friday, October 25, 6pm.  
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CINEMA AND SNACKS: BREAKTHROUGH 
“His mother believes God can do the impossible. So we’re asking for that. 

There’s no other explanation.” – Dr. Garrett, character in Breakthrough 
 

It’s time for another movie night! We’ll have 

fresh popcorn available during the show, and 

we’ll follow it with some delicious, homemade 

dessert. On Saturday, August 3, at 7:00pm, 

we’ll show the movie Breakthrough (PG) with 

Chrissy Metz, Topher Grace, and Josh Lucas. If 

you plan to come for 5pm worship, you’re 

welcome to pack a brown bag supper to eat in 

the Fellowship Hall before the show. After 

viewing, we’ll discuss our reviews over dessert.  

The night is free of charge. Bring a friend. 
 

Released in 2019, Breakthrough is based on 

the inspirational true story of one mother’s  

unfaltering love in the face of impossible odds.   

 

LUTHERDALE FEST QUILT AUCTION, SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 
An annual fundraiser to support the life-changing ministry of Lutherdale 

The 33rd Annual Lutherdale Fest Quilt 

Auction is Saturday, August 10, 8:00am-

4:00pm. The live auction starts at 

10:00am. Lutherdale Bible Camp and 

outdoor ministry center is our partner in 

ministry and the host for youth and family 

events we enjoy. Come also for Quilt Preview and  

Friday Fish Friday on August 9, 4:30-7:00pm. 
 

In addition to the quilts, there will be silent auction baskets, food 

concessions, crafts, door prizes, baked goods and pies, and pontoon rides 

on the lake. This annual fundraiser helps Lutherdale fulfill its mission 

throughout the year. Contact the church office now if you would like to 

travel with others. 
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“LUTHERAN QUESTIONS, LUTHERAN ANSWERS”  

SMALL GROUP ADULT CONFIRMATION SERIES 
A new small group learning opportunity is 

coming in September! A complement to The 

Story offered last year, this 13-week course will 

use the book Lutheran Questions, Lutheran 

Answers to explore Lutheran theology and 

basic Christian beliefs. It is part of our 

developing program of adult confirmation. 

Featuring a unique question-and-answer 

format, Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers 

is an accessible and concise book that provides 

the most frequently asked questions on 

important topics and brief but complete answers from distinguished 

historian and theologian, Martin Marty. 
 

Questions include: What is the purpose of the Bible? How do Lutherans 

interpret the Bible? What is the meaning of the cross? What is the 

purpose of human life? What is the grace of God? Do Lutherans have to 

worry about being “Left Behind”? 
 

Participants will meet with Pastor Matt and Amy Floan on Tuesdays from 

5:00-6:15pm, starting September 10. Pick up your book and add your 

name to the sign-up sheet on the ministry table in the Gathering Area. 

 

LUTHERDALE SHARE THE ADVENTURE CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
To date our pledges and gifts to the Lutherdale 

Share the Adventure Capital Appeal total $41,610. 

Living out our faith through generosity, we 

surpassed our goal by 60%!  We are currently the 

top contributing church taking part in the appeal! 

Council has chosen to have one of the lodge 

sleeping rooms and a mobility path named in honor of our communal 

efforts.  Our continued prayers and gifts will help Lutherdale in reaching 

their $2.9 million goal for this appeal. 
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GRATITUDE FOR THE MINISTRY OF AMANDA KOENECKE   
In August of 2013, Amanda Koenecke began 

serving on staff with our children’s ministry. She 

and her family had recently joined the church, 

and she had already served as a leader for 

Vacation Bible School. At first Amanda served a 

few hours a week. But as our church grew, 

Amanda’s ministry grew as well. She continued 

to offer her gifts of hospitality, empathy, 

development, and event planning. In January of 2016 Amanda took on 

the newly created role of Outreach Coordinator, growing the position to 

be half-time. It was Amanda’s joy and gifting to invite members and 

guests into fuller participation with the congregation. Most recently she 

helped coordinate special outreach events (like the Daddy-Daughter 

Dance) and launch the new Center Stage Series. 
 

At the end of August, Amanda will conclude her time on staff. Thankfully, 

she and her family are not leaving us (so we don’t have to say goodbye!). 

She’s going to work for their business, Inside Out Intelligent Training, 

located in Fitchburg. Her husband Lucas is the Master Trainer (specializing 

in neurological training), and she will be the “Manager of Awesomeness” 

– the glue that holds the team together. We’ll miss her daily ministry “on-

site” with us, and we bless her in this new calling to support health and 

wellness for others. What a blessing Amanda has been to St. John’s! 
 

STAFFING CHANGES  

This fall our staff will be re-configured with Amanda’s departure. Chris 

Cole, currently our children’s ministry director for Sunday morning 

B.A.S.I.C., will increase her hours from 2 to 15 per week. In this new role, 

she will coordinate all of our children’s ministries, particularly B.A.S.I.C., 

Faith Corps, and Soul Troop. Chris has served on staff since 2014 and has 

become equipped as a gifted and faithful leader. Amy Floan will re-direct 

her time with children to focus more on learning and service with youth 

and adults. Becca Poock will continue in her ministry roles while assuming 

the position of Community Life Coordinator (quarter time) to foster 

hospitality to guests and empower members to serve and connect.   
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A LOVE LETTER TO MY CHURCH, FROM BECKY HEIMERL 
As many of you may already know, Kim and I will be 

moving to South Dakota soon. Several years ago, we 

purchased our family’s lake cabin from my parents. 

It’s a cherished place where many happy memories 

have been made. We’re planning to replace the old, 

one bedroom cabin with a more spacious retirement 

home that will accommodate our growing family. It’s our hearts’ home. 

It’s the place where we all want to gather. The lake is home to Ne So Dak 

Bible Camp (ELCA). We’ve celebrated weddings, baptisms, birthdays, and 

lives at the camp. We’ll also be living close to my elderly dad. 
 

However, as the time to leave Evansville draws near, I grieve. It’s hard for 

me to leave Carla and other family members and friends. I have a 

renewed appreciation for the Evansville community, and I will especially 

miss the church that I have come to love. I know that faith isn’t defined 

by the walls of a church, but my heart says, “yes, but my church family is 

within those walls!” I have served on the church council, Befrienders, the 

Outreach Committee, and the Mutual Ministry Committee. I participated 

in a women’s book club that allowed me the opportunity to learn, laugh, 

and form lasting relationships. With a lot of support, I spearheaded the 

first community-wide meal, started Grace Meals, and began our 

partnership with Oak Grove Church for our “Food Without Cost” ministry. 

I am proud of the work that we do, who we are as a congregation, and 

how we serve each other and our community. St. John’s is special! It’s a 

dynamic congregation that is accepting, progressive, and growing. My 

involvement in this faith community has changed me in many memorable 

ways and had a profound impact on my life. 
 

My faith is being stretched in new ways during this major life transition. I 

wonder about my new faith community. How will I serve God and others 

there? I am struggling to let go and let God lead me. I want to express my 

sincere gratitude for all the great memories that I will carry with me. I will 

stay connected with you, and I will continue to pray for the people and 

ministries of St. John’s. Keep us in your prayers as we seek God’s 

guidance and put our trust in God’s plans for us on our faith journey.  
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HOLDEN VILLAGE OR BUST 
Twenty-seven travelers of St. John’s will embark on a journey to Holden 

Village August 18-28. Each way we’ll spend two nights on Amtrak to have 

six nights in the village, located in the Cascade Mountains of Washington 

state. Our trip will include travel by car, train, bus, boat, and bus 

again…and that’s just to arrive! Holden Village is a Lutheran ministry and 

retreat center that welcomes all people into the wilderness. It’s a Christ-

centered community of wholistic rest, worship, play, and hospitality. In 

worship on August 17, we’ll bid godspeed to these sojourners, and send 

them with our blessings and support.  

Please pray for our travelers during this beautiful pilgrimage.  

Einar Floan  

Amy Floan  

Oscar Floan  

Kajsa Floan 

Diane Hatch 

Deb Klenz  

Ann Legris 

Ray Legris 

Evon Mitchel 

Brenda Muth 

Ken Muth 

Matthew Poock 

Becca Poock  

Eleanor Poock  

Micah Poock 

Simon Poock 

Jayne Ruchti 

John Ruchti 

Marissa Ruchti 

Brent Bonine 

Maria Bonine 

Greg Vodak 

Penny Vodak 

Jerry Tews 

Lynn Tews 

Katrina Thompson 

Sandy Thompson 

 

BEST OVERALL PARADE FLOAT FOR 2019! 
“We don’t know them all, 

but we owe them all!” 

These words rang out 

from our 2019 parade 

float, for the parade 

theme “Honoring 

America’s Heroes.” With a 

cross proclaiming our ultimate hero Christ on top, we listed everyday 

heroes among us, such as military, social workers, medical professionals, 

teachers, foster parents, volunteers, and church leaders. Way to go, float 

team! We’re proud of you, and proud of our church in the community.  

Pastor George Carlson and our church leaders 

will be available to the congregation while 

Pastor Matt and family are away.  
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Women: Save February 28-
March 1, 2020, for retreat. 

LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION: ONE YEAR TO LIVE RETREAT 
“As iron sharpens iron so one man sharpens another.” – Proverbs 27:17 

 

Are you losing your grip? Find a team that will hang on 

with you at the next Lutheran Men in Mission One Year 

to Live retreat, September 13-15, 2019, at the 

MacKenzie Environmental Education Center in Poynette! 

Join other men for inspiration, fellowship, and fun. 
 

Men of all ages yearn for real friendships and a closer relationship with 

Christ. Join us and be adventurous and courageous, genuine and spiritual. 

Look forward to banding together and being challenged, examining your 

life and making decisions. Be prepared for a spiritual boot camp. This 45-

hour experience is not for the faint of heart! 
 

Your registration fee ($175) includes 2-night lodging, 5 meals, and retreat 

materials. Register by August 21 for a $15 early bird discount. St. John’s 

also offers a $75 scholarship of support for all men.  
 

Make plans now to attend! To learn more, contact Scott Smith, Sean 

Mangold, or Pastor Matt. 

 

“BOLD WOMEN – ANSWERING THE CALL” WOMEN’S RETREAT 
All women are invited to spend a day as “Bold 

Women – Answering the Call” with your sisters 

in Christ from our synod on Saturday, Sept 21, 

at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Verona. 
 

Rev. Angela Khabeb will give 

the keynote address, “Love, 

Light, and Salsa: Infusing the 

Flavor of our Faith throughout the Facets of our Lives.” 

Khabeb is pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Minneapolis and frequent contributor to Living 

Lutheran magazine. The day begins at 11:00am, ends 

at 3:30pm, and includes lunch and workshops. Free childcare is available. 

Registration forms are on the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Area. 

Return your form and $25 fee to the church office by September 8th.  

Bold Women 

Answering the Call 
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*Offering from Simply Giving is included in our Total Giving 

to Daily Ministry. 

MIDYEAR FINANCIAL REPORT 
Thanks for doing your part to provide resources for our mission and 

ministry together. St. John’s people have increased their giving to our 

daily ministries by 15.3% over last year. Simply Giving is our convenient 

electronic giving funds transfer. Our Simply Giving contributions have 

increased by 15.6% from one year ago! It’s a great way to give 

consistently, and it helps the church depend on incoming resources. 

Contact the church office for details to enroll or to update your giving.   
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THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS ADD UP 
Last year, 2018, St. John’s received over $3,200 in member directed 

Choice Dollars. As of June 30, over $2,865 has been directed to St. John’s, 

and the year is just half over! Thank you for directing your Thrivent 

Choice Dollars to St. John’s. Contact your Thrivent representative or call 

Tony Strickert at 608-754-4851 to learn more. 

 

YEAR-TO-DATE PROFIT LOSS AS OF JUNE 30, 2019 

Our income is under budget by $6,697, but we are also under budget with 

our expenses, so we have a loss of $7,943 as of June 30. Our expenses will 

increase in the fall with the addition of housing costs for our next vicar 

Nancy Giddings. At this rate, our fall income will be insufficient to cover 

expenses. Please prayerfully consider growing your generosity to help us 

fulfill our mission and meet our ministry commitments. 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
Mark your calendar for our annual market and fundraiser – the 

Holiday Bazaar. It’s the fourth Saturday in November, just 

before Thanksgiving! The generosity of our church provides 

much to the ministries of St. John's, but there are unique 

projects that go beyond our budget. The Bazaar is an 

opportunity to work together to make these projects a reality. 

Things to gather this summer: upscale resale items, crafting 

projects, extra quilts waiting to be finished, canned produce, 

woodworking projects, and the abundance of Christmas decorations that 

don't make it out of storage. Set these things aside in a corner of your 

home, and in November, the church building will be transformed into a 

market for God! The next organizational meeting is set for Monday, 

September 9, 9:00am OR Tuesday, September 10, 7:00pm. Lift up this 

special event in your prayers! Contact Becca Poock and Amanda 

Koenecke at outreach@stjohns-lc.org with dreams and ideas.  

 
Actual Budget Over (Under) 

Income 201,429  208,126   (6,697)  

Expenses 209,372 211,988   (2,616) 

Net  (7,943)   (3,862)     (4,081)  

mailto:outreach@stjohns-lc.org
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REACHING OUT: SERVICE & INVITATION 

BEHIND THE SCENES WITH ST. JOHN’S: MUSIC AND WORSHIP 
Each month a team of people gather in 

Pastor Matt’s office to choose the music that 

will be used in worship in the coming month, 

carefully coordinated around the Scripture 

readings. Each weekend the choir, Praise 

Team, and cantors provide a musical offering and lead us in singing the 

music that’s been selected. Music Director Sharon Magee regularly brings 

in people to share their musical gifts as well. New members commonly 

mention that the music during worship is a highlight for them. Pray for 

these servants, and pray if this is a way for you to connect. Contact 

Sharon Magee to learn more or to share your gifts. 

 

SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (AUG AND SEPT) 
Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook. 

School Kits are sent to places where even the few required school 

supplies may be more than a family can afford. Pencils and paper can 

help write a positive future. Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kits 

contain essential supplies to help children – and in some cases, adults – 

continue learning despite the hardships they face. And that learning leads 

to a better life for them, their families and their communities. This gives 

glory to God.  
 

The items below are included in each kit. Bold items are needed most: 

 4 spiral notebooks of ruled paper 8 ½” x 11, 70 pages each. Can be 
wide or college ruled. No loose leaf paper. 

 1 blunt scissors 

 1 – 30cm ruler, or a ruler with 
centimeters and inches 

 One pencil sharpener 

 1 eraser about 2 ½” long 

 1 box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 5 ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
All items should be new. Do not enclose any items in plastic bags.  
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THE ECO CORNER: REFUSE SINGLE-USE PLASTIC 
The problem with almost all single-use plastic is it 

doesn’t biodegrade. Change begins at home. It starts 

with our daily decisions on how we live our lives, the 

products we purchase, and the ways we consume. 
 

The St. John’s Eco Crew has outlined a few simple yet effective ways to 

refuse single-use plastic for environmental preservation and restoration: 

 Refuse plastic bags by opting for reusable bags or paper bags. 

 Refuse plastic water bottles by carrying a reusable water bottle filled 

with tap or filtered water. 

 Refuse plastic ‘to-go’ containers by bringing your own reusable 

containers to restaurants. 

 Refuse plastic straws by saying ‘NO’ to a straw. If you love to drink 

from a straw, consider purchasing a reusable straw to carry with you. 

 Refuse plastic cutlery by buying eco-friendly utensils. 

Avoiding single-use plastic at all costs is nearly impossible; the Eco Crew 

encourages you to avoid it when possible and to think twice before 

purchasing a single-use plastic item that can easily be replaced. Have fun 

talking with friends about ways you are refusing single-use plastic! 

 

ELCA DAY OF SERVICE – SEPTEMBER 8 
On Sunday, September 8, St. John’s will join 

with other congregations from across the 

country for a day of service to our  local 

communities. “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to 

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — 

one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbors. After 9am 

worship, we will have a light brunch and get to work as we serve from 

11am-1pm. There will be no late Sunday service on September 8.  

SAVE THE DATE FOR ST. JOHN’S ECO FAIR ON SEPTEMBER 7 & 8! 

Check out Earth-friendly products and learn how to purchase them 

for your household. 
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MINISTRY WITH OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

CHILDREN’S, YOUTH, & FAMILY MINISTRIES RESUME NEXT MONTH 
Are you wondering where you, your child, and your family fit into the 

Children's, Youth, and Family Ministries at St. John's? St. John's ministries 

include all ages, beginning at birth! 
 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS – FAITH CORPS AND SOUL TROOP 

St. John’s offers youth group opportunities for elementary 

and intermediate students on Wednesdays after school 

until 4:30pm. Faith Corps is for kids in kindergarten-2nd 

grade. Soul Troop is for 3rd – 5th grade youth. Faith Corps and Soul Troop 

foster spiritual growth through fun activities with 

friends in a large group. Note: Space is limited for 

these programs. Registration forms have been mailed 

to families. Complete and return your form now to guarantee a spot! 
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS – B.A.S.I.C. 

All ages are invited to B.A.S.I.C. (Brothers And 

Sisters In Christ) on Sunday mornings at 10:15am, 

following 9:00am worship. B.A.S.I.C. features a 

weekly theme, camp-style opening, faith exploration, and small group 

relationship-building. 3-year-olds through 5th graders meet with their 

peers and group leaders in the lower level classrooms. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING – Splash! 

Splash! is for children under age 3 and their parents 

and meets monthly on Saturdays. Children play in 

the nursery while their adults join in for fellowship 

and conversation before having lunch together.  

5 WAYS TO GIVE 
AUTOMATED   MAIL   MOBILE APP   ONLINE   IN PERSON 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAKASp7vuPU7WyfY61UyVu0StLQJA0gRxfwqqy_jzOZuyDK3BjayfjrjVYav-IKiWhrRqIsewxj6uT_oSjLn6lTnkBXgf-G_eiJjJhofdhy9VEVWfNSteQezs0ZJF1xhJ1EXd_INIUESc1jR0Q3aoKlMqpgu4YOP5A1oA5sqgZ31vfPdPuC5XrlI7im_woHm&c=FW2AFPh5V9SKJTBrOZsuKL-tT4ldgMdAflS4C_D_Qk4ws6WluEVt9g==&ch=bCbaasygot1kb-GTGHFP82p06pVIb0zEV6VSoE3fJzYRuL7iCD9Zbg==
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2018-2019 CONFIRMATION MINISTRY: THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Pastor Matt and Amy Floan have been working this summer on planning 

another great year of Confirmation Ministry. On Wednesday, September 

11, from 6:00pm-7:30pm, our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade youth and their 

parents will meet for confirmation orientation, a chance to hear about 

the year to come and reconnect with one another. We’ll take care of 

registrations, resources, and a host of information. Mark your calendars 

for this important evening. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH SUMMER EVENTS 
Sweet Wednesdays and our high school 

youth welcome all youth in grades 9-12 to 

join in! Summer events still to come:  

 Wednesday evenings at the Twisted Kone (7:30-9pm) 

 Pool Party at the O’Connors’ Home (8/28, 7:30-9pm) 

Watch for text messages and emails with information about all the fun 

we have in store! Contact Amy Floan (director@stjohns-lc.org or 882-

4044) for more details. 

FRIENDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT ST. JOHNS! 
 

HOT TOPICS AT ADULT B.A.S.I.C. LEARNING HOUR THIS FALL 
Sunday mornings will offer an opportunity for high school youth and 

adults to explore topics like how and why to pray, human trafficking, 

depression, addiction, dementia and aging, and sexuality. Plan to make 

Sundays at 10:15am part of your spiritual fitness routine. 

  

ST. JOHN’S WELCOME STATEMENT 
Jesus commands us to love one another. We welcome all, regardless 

of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to 
addictions, physical or mental health, past misdeeds, socio-economic 
circumstances, immigration status, or anything that too often divides 

us. We welcome and celebrate diversity and uniqueness. 
We welcome you. 
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REFLECTIONS ON RIVER HEROES 
Fifteen youth and three adults spent five days as River Heroes with Camp 

Amnicon in northern Wisconsin. It was an eye-opening experience as we 

had a wilderness adventure that involved camping, canoeing, and 

cleaning up the rivers. Our youth had a lot to say about the trip. 
 

“I saw God before, during, and after the rapids because God made all of 

it – the calmness and the crazy during the rapids. So there might be crazy 

and uncontrollable parts of life, but there is always a calmness after 

where everyone can rest their heads.” – Natalie Beyerl, 10th grade 
 

“I saw God when we were all sitting together around the fire on the last 

night, talking about our favorite parts of our week and how we saw 

radical forgiveness, peace, love, and people within each other.”  

– Taylor Acker, 11th grade 
 

“Something that surprised me was how far I got out of my comfort zone 

and tried new things.” – Lily Michel, 10th grade 
 

“I saw God out on the river with its radical peace and love that allowed us 

to take a step back from our everyday lives and reflect on how we are 

living our lives in comparison to how God wants us to.”  

– Jackson Stencel, 11th grade 
 

“My favorite moment from our trip was getting to swim and skip rocks in 

Lake Superior and camp out on the cool beach under the stars.” 

– Jedta Stadt, 2019 graduate 
 

“I saw God when everyone made the best out of every situation.” 

– Griffin Keyser, 12th grade 
 

“It was very calming to see the wildlife throughout the week. I know God 

was guiding us on 

our journey.”  

-Nolan Hammond, 

12th grade  



August 2019 Visionotes 

Page 24 

MAKING CONNECTIONS – MEET THE ELLIOTTS 
Eric and Ann Elliott and their 

children have been members of 

St. John’s since 2015. Eric works 

as a medical equipment sales 

manager and Ann is a domestic 

engineer, making sure her children are where they need to be and the 

needs of the family are being met. Their daughter, Jasmine (17) is the 

Youth Representative for church council and also holds leadership 

positions in a variety of community and school organizations. Jasmine 

enjoys staying active in the fine arts. Blake (16) enjoys attending 

leadership camps as well as most sports, especially basketball, track, and 

cross country. Dillon (13) and Brock (12) are both active with various 

sports as well but especially cross country and basketball. They also enjoy 

building things such as bikes and scooters. 
 

How they connected with St. John’s. After a tragic death within their 

extended family, the Elliotts needed comfort and hope and turned to 

their home church. Unfortunately, their church at the time wasn’t able to 

fulfill the need and it was apparent they needed to start looking at other 

options. Over time, they attended a service at St. John’s and immediately 

felt like they had found the faith family they had been longing for. 
 

What they appreciate about St. John’s. The Elliott family appreciates that 

you can come to St. John’s and be who you are; you can have questions 

and be able to share those questions. They appreciate the faith family 

they have developed through their membership. 
 

The Elliotts know that their faith family prays for them for whatever it is 

their current needs may be. They have felt the power of prayer during 

hard times for their family, and they are forever grateful.  
 

Why they give their resources to St. John’s. The Elliotts enjoy serving 

through many ways at St. John’s, but you will often see them as a family, 

serving communion, ushering, acolyting, and assisting minister all in the 

same service. Sharing their gifts with St. John’s is important to them 

because they feel appreciated by St. John’s and have always felt 

welcome. They can be a part of something bigger.  
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CARL’S CONTEMPLATIONS: ENOUGH WITH COMPLAINING  
By Carl Korfmacher 
My son told me to stop complaining the other day. I hadn’t realized how 
much of that I do until he said it. His statement was really a protest of 
hypocrisy. I am always telling the boys to stop complaining and well, he 
caught me. I don’t remember the topic really, but it had to do with him. 
“Why do you always” or “why do you never” something. This is a pretty 
common refrain for parents, and I never thought of it as complaining until he 
pointed it out. But he is clearly, and sadly, correct.  
 

Complaining is really a fashionable thing these days. It’s easy to complain on 
Facebook when we can carp about someone who we think won’t read it. And 
how many times have I heard parents complain about their kids using their 
cell phones too much yet won’t do anything about it? Then there is the entire 
list of “21st century problems” that we complain about until we realize how 
utterly pathetic our great grandparents would think us. I think, frankly, we 
simply need to be more aware of complaining and recognize when we are 
doing it. If you need help with that, I’ll lend you my son. 
 

In my mind, complaining comes in two categories: things you can do 
something about and things you can’t. Of the two, I think complaining about 
something you can change is worse. There are people in this world who have 
serious problems they can’t really do anything about, so whining about your 
un-mowed lawn or lack of fiber in your diet is just petty. I am prone to 
complaining about one important thing I can’t do anything about: the 
weather. It comes up every time someone asks how work is going. I’m sure it 
gets old, and I hereby resolve to stop. 
 

The Bible tells us not to complain about people who 
have more than you – clearly covered in the 10th 
commandment. God had no patience for the Israelites 
when they complained after being emancipated from 
Pharaoh. I think this is particularly instructive because it speaks to relativity; 
in other words, as bad as it might be, it could always be worse. Perhaps the 
most poignant reflection on gratitude and complaining comes from Man’s 
Search for Meaning by Victor Frankl, a Jewish psychiatrist who spent a lot of 
time in a couple concentration camps during World War II. He found that 
some prisoners were able to find meaning, hope, and even joy under the 
worst circumstances. These were the ones most likely to survive. The 
complainers invariably died. When we make an effort to be humble and 
grateful, we tend to notice when we are being the opposite of that, which is 
arrogant and ungrateful, even without feedback from a precocious teenager. 
I know of at least one of St. John’s youth who has decided to keep a gratitude 
journal. Maybe these youngsters are wiser than we think!  
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

 

 

St. John’s Members 

John Longfield 
Sandi Spanton-Nelson 
Shawn Lynn 
Katrina Thompson 
Dennis Matzinger 

David Messling 
John Almond 
Sue Daniel 
Betty Wall 
Duke Farnsworth 

Samantha Jozefowicz 
John Morning 
Susan Becker 
Lucy Becker

 

Family and Friends 
Carson Bremmer 
Karen Patchak 
Jeff Bluhm 
Joe Dittberner 

MaryKay McCallum 
Ray Murphy 
Jill Stock 
Andrea Brantmeyer 

Dennis Moore 
Haley Iles 
Melissa Quamme

 

Missionaries 
Rev. Colin and Rev. Jeni Grangaard & family, in Jerusalem/West Bank 
Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke & family, in Botswana 
 

Men and Women in Service
Josh Beyerl, Garrett Bristol, Sabrina Elmer, Aaron Hoff, Daniel Johnson, 
John Juen, Nate Madsen, Brad Miller, Bailey Olin, JJ Rogers, Tyler Schnell, 
Hunter Speropulos, Marcus Steindl, Jacob Thiele, Jonah Topel, Mark 
Trawicki, Mitch Viken
 

Congratulations on your wedding to 
April (Pomplun) and Andy Grinwald, on June 22. 
Julia (Hurley) and Jackson Hermanson, on June 29. 
Kim (Jongerius) and Jeff Gaulke, on July 12. 
 

Condolences to 
Brad Miller and family on the death of his sister. 
Sharon Magee and family on the death of her aunt. 
Bryan and Kristine Rudser and family on the death of his father. 
Dave and Sandy Persons on the death of her sister. 
Linda and Craig O’Leary on the death of her mother.  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching Within… 

because GOD reaches out to us. 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Inspiring Worship   Uplifting Prayer 
Faithful Service    Caring Invitation 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth  Christ-Centered Friendships 
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POINTS OF PRAYER 
Together we lift up these prayer concerns. Start by reading the prayer 
topic and “holding” those people or that situation before God. Say the 
topic over and over in your mind, or aloud, and raise it before God. Then 
continue in agreement with the petition of prayer. We pray: 

 For our “5 Finger Prayer” Challenge 
Gracious God, what a gift it is that you hear us when we pray. 
Teach us to pray every day, and help us to experience your peace 
and presence. Strengthen us for this 28-day challenge, and shape 
us to be your faithful people through times of prayer.  

 For victims of hatred 
God of love, why is peace so elusive in our world? Heal those lives 
torn by violence. Bring understanding and harmony among people 
of different races and religions. Help us respect our differences 
and work for the common good. 

 For our local neighbors 
God of grace, you give us the gift of community and friendship. 
Use our hands to reach out and welcome those who live next door 
to us. Teach us to love our neighbor as ourselves and treat all 
people with kindness. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PRAYER TEAM 

For your prayer requests – big and small, the Prayer Team of St. John’s is 
ready. Our Prayer Team has placed prayer cards at the welcome desk and 
in the pew racks. For any need of prayer – healing, confession, sadness, 
decision-making, and more – please fill out a prayer card, and place it in 
the offering plate or in the office. For more information on the prayer 
team, contact the church office or Becca Poock 608-490-3144. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH ST. JOHN’S 
Website: StJohns-LC.org 

 

Facebook: facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-Church- 

Evansville-WI-145437998849063/ 

(no account needed to view) 

Twitter: twitter.com/StJohns_53536 

(no account needed to view) 

Daily Nudge sign-up (text message devotions): 

trunc.us/dB47CB 
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