
February 2019 

All ages enjoyed an evening of cross+generational fun 

at our annual Potluck and Bunco Night in Janaury. 

Visionotes 

 

Hunger Mission Month (p. 16) 
8th Annual Food Packaging Event on February 3 

Share What You “CAN” Food Drive: Surf vs. Turf 

Bring soap (and more) for Lutheran World Relief 

 

Unbinding Your Heart: A Journey of Relationships  

Build friendships – Grow in faith – Learn to pray 

Small groups start March 3 – Sign-up NOW (p. 8) 

 
Uplifting Prayer: Our 2019 Theme 

New Weekly Prayer Service, in the Prayer 

Chapel, on Tuesdays @ 8:30am (p. 6)  
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  ST. JOHN’S STAFF 
Pastor  Matthew Poock 
Vicar  Maria Bonine 
Director of Faith Formation Amy Floan 
Office Manager  Emily Schmitzer 
Outreach Coordinator Amanda Koenecke 
Custodian  Ken Johnson 
Financial Director  Cindy Millin 
Music Director  Sharon Magee 
Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole 
Childcare Director  Ashley Thompson 
Ministry Coordinator Carolyn Butts 
Faith Community Nurse Jan Schuh 

 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
President  Sean Mangold 
Secretary/Music and Worship Denise Paese 
Treasurer/Building and Grounds Brandon Mohrbacher 
Fellowship  Karen Reese 
Human Resources  Jennifer Kraus 
Life and Growth  Ron Hatlen 
Memorials  Mark Brusberg 
Mutual Ministry  Julia Schiefelbein-Egan 
Parish Education  Sue Reese 
Social Concerns  Brenda Muth 
Stewardship  David Paugel 
Youth Ministry  Derek Blume 
Youth Representative Kaitlyn Finfrock 

 

Endowment Committee  Shelly Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, 
 Steve Krueger, David Messling 

Mutual Ministry Committee Diana Crans, Kaye Crocker, Becky Heimerl, 
Gary Hoff, Barb Howard, Noel Oscar, Bethany Severson 

 

COME, LET US WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER! 
SATURDAYS @ 5:00pm 

SUNDAYS @ 9:00am and 11:30am 
B.A.S.I.C. learning hour for all ages 

Sundays 10:15am - 11:15am (Sept-May) 
 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  
Call the church office at 608-882-4044 

Visit our website at www.StJohns-LC.org 
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Plugging In To Prayer 
By Vicar Maria Bonine 

I have never been a tech-savvy person, and 

trouble-shooting electronic things especially 

creates stress for me. I have become very good 

at handing off tasks that involve technology to 

people who enjoy the challenges that 

electronic things often bring. Why not pass the hat to someone who 

actually enjoys and has talents for navigating technology, right?   
 

When I began seminary in the summer of 2016, one of the youth in my 

home congregation had been putting together a slideshow presentation 

of our summer mission trip. I was so glad to pass the task off to her, as I 

knew she could complete the process much faster than I could. However, 

we hit a few hurdles. Apparently, my laptop was failing and was so slow 

that it wasn’t going to be usable for the slideshow. I was further alerted 

that “there was no way” I could count on my laptop to get me through 

the heavy load of usage in my seminary studies. I would need to bid 

farewell to the old laptop and invest in an updated, more efficient one.  
 

I was horrified in trying to figure out what computer to get, how to set it 

all up, and then learn how to use the newer model. Thankfully, Amy, my 

student helper, had already researched my best options and had a plan 

for getting me a new computer. She even offered to teach me how to use 

the upgraded version. This new laptop had all the bells and whistles – a 

touch screen and everything. Amy reassured me that if I was willing to 

learn and try, it would be as easy as plugging the computer in to charge.  

(Have you heard that joke about the person whose computer wouldn’t 

boot up? Tech support asked if the computer was “plugged in.”) 
 

Well, prayer can cause some similar stress and anxiety for people, too. 

In my earlier days of learning how to pray, my anxiety felt much like 

dealing with a new computer. I wondered if I was saying the right things. 

(Was I on the right screen?) I fretted over praying out loud and in front of 

others. (Am I going to hit a wrong key and mess this thing up?) I wanted 

to learn all the steps to the perfect prayer and master them so that I 

wouldn’t get stuck and need to reboot in the middle of praying.  
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What I discovered was that all my fretting was really blocking me (like a 

firewall) from engaging in the beauty, joy, comfort and peace that comes 

from prayer. Like learning how to use my new laptop, the more I used it 

the more comfortable it was. The more I practiced praying, the more 

comfortable and fun praying became. But first I had to get plugged in! 
 

I had so many questions about prayer. Was it “ok” to pray with my eyes 

open? Did I need to say specific words in order for God to receive my 

prayer? Was there a rhyme or reason to how I conversed with God? My 

adventures in prayer have been a trial and error, much like trouble 

shooting computer issues. I tried praying from a long list of names and 

concerns, but my to-do list ended up entering my mind, and I would need 

to reboot. I tried praying in silence with no written agenda, allowing 

whatever entered my thoughts to flow from my lips. This worked well 

most times, but sometimes it was like staring at a blank computer screen 

waiting for words to come. My commute from home to school each week 

presented an opportunity for a totally new way to pray. I began praying 

with my eyes wide open with the landscape of God’s great creation in 

front of me as I journeyed through the countryside. I found this to be a 

great new discovery, like a new feature on my laptop! I found a greater 

appreciation for the beauty of the earth and the simplicity of life around 

me: cows in the fields, stunning sunsets, hilly landscapes, and especially 

the people I shared the road with and the communities I passed through. 

I cherish that time on the road with God. I now feel more at ease and 

thoroughly enjoy exploring new ways to pray. 
 

The beauty of prayer is that we have so many options and opportunities. 

We can read prayers or memorize and recite them on a regular basis. We 

can pray in the moment, along life’s journey. We can pray in silence and 

out loud. The details for how, when, where, and why to pray are endless. 

Like my eventual willingness to learn how to embrace a new laptop, the 

openness to explore prayer may open a whole new world of vibrant life 

for you and for us all. As we experiment and explore our core value of 

“uplifting prayer” in 2019, may the landscape before us reveal all the 

beauty, joy, comfort and peace that prayer can provide. Like a computer 

being plugged in, let us pray that we experience the source of energy and 

light that the power of prayer reveals.  
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REACHING UP: WEEKLY WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

ALL I REALLY NEED TO KNOW I LEARNED FROM JESUS 

9-week Sermon Series  

In January we started to review 

kindergarten lessons as we read 

about the life of Jesus. Do you 

ever wish you could go back to 

kindergarten? The world opens 

up in such an exciting way! 

There’s so much to learn! The lessons of kindergarten remain important 

through our wholes lives, and so do the teachings of Jesus. There’s so 

much to learn from Jesus! Jesus has a lot to say to us today about how to 

live a life that truly matters. For five more weeks, until Lent begins, we 

will remember Kindergarten lessons as we sit at the feet of Jesus. 
 

February 2 & 3… Matthew 6:7-21 (Treasure in Heaven) 

 “All I Really Need to Know…”  Week 5: Live a balanced life – learn 

some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and 

play and work every day some. Take a nap every afternoon. 

 Hunger Mission Food Packaging Event Sunday, 10:00am 

 Baptism of Collin Keyser 

February 9 & 10… Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29 (The Golden Rule)  

 “All I Really Need to Know…”  Week 6: Play Fair. Don’t hit people. 

Put things back where you found them.  

February 16 & 17… Matthew 13:24-46 (Parables of the Kingdom) 

 “All I Really Need to Know…” Week 7: Clean up your own mess. 

 Second Grade Milestone: The Lord’s Prayer 
February 23 & 24… Matthew 14:13-33 (Feeding 5000)  

 “All I Really Need to Know…” Week 8: Share everything. 
March 2 & 3… Matthew 16:24-17:8 (Transfiguration)  

 “All I Really Need to Know…” Week 9: Be aware of wonder. 

Remember the little seed in the Styrofoam cup: The roots go 

down and the plant goes up and nobody really knows how or 

why, but we are all like that.  

from J E S U S 
 

March 2 & 3 Worship Experiment: 

Classic Children’s Songs! 
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“UPLIFTING PRAYER” IN 2019 
St. John’s ministry theme for 2019 will focus us on our 

second core value of “Uplifting Prayer.” This core value 

is rooted in our mission to “reach up” to God. 

Prayer connects us to God, each other, and the 

world. In silence and out loud, in community and at 

home, we are honest and vulnerable with God and 

each other. With praise and thanksgiving, we share our prayer 

requests and commit to praying for each other. Through prayer we 

reach up to God.  

Throughout the year we will explore new ways, times, and opportunities 

to pray. We plan to learn new blessings – for pets, bikes, homes, and 

more. We hope to use the prayer labyrinth at the Evansville Peace Garden 

more often and to pray while going on hikes together. We are considering 

how to use prayer stations for Lent. Look forward to “40-Days of Prayer” 

for the ministries of our church. And we want to train prayer leaders to 

be available to pray with people for specific needs after worship services.  
 

We’ve already started stepping into this prayer theme for 2019. On 

January 6 we explored “praying in color” at a Sunday adult forum with 

Vicar Maria. On Tuesday, January 8, the Prayer Team met for a Morning 

Prayer Service at 8:30am – 20 minutes together with God in the Prayer 

Chapel. We’ve been meeting every Tuesday, same time, same place, since 

then. You’re invited to join in as often as you can. And for Lent this year 

we are hosting small groups on prayer and relationships with the book 

“Unbinding Your Heart.” Over five years ago this book taught us to talk 

about faith and talk to God. It’s our most popular small 

group series ever. For those who have read it, please join a 

group again. For those who are new to it, you won’t regret it.  
 

Prayer draws us closer to the ones we pray with, the ones we pray for, 

and the One we pray to. Please pray for St. John’s every day – for our 

staff, members, and guests – that we may be filled with the Spirit and 

living boldly in God’s grace.  

MORNING PRAYER SERVICE, TUESDAYS @8:30am 
St. John’s Prayer Chapel; a 20-minute service of prayer 

You are invited. All are welcome. 
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REACHING WITHIN: LIFE TOGETHER 

BEHIND THE SCENES WITH ST. JOHN’S: FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 
Without people, there would be no St. John’s. 

The church, after all, is the people, and not the 

building. Throughout the year, many people put 

their faith into action as they give their time to 

the mission and ministries of St. John’s. This 

month, we celebrate our Fellowship Ministry.  
  

Fellowship is defined as friendly association. It’s about making personal 

connections and Christ-centered friendships. We enjoy fellowship in a 

variety of ways: on Sunday mornings, at Bunco game night, at youth 

breakfasts and Lenten meals, as well as many other special events. 

Behind the scenes are the people putting on the coffee, setting tables, 

cooking and baking, hosting the buffet line, wiping down tables, and even 

doing the laundry of dish towels. These servants do all this because they 

have gifts for hospitality and want to support us as we build the bonds of 

friendship. We thank God for them! Please pray for the servants who 

willingly share their gifts of fostering a warm and welcoming community, 

and pray for guidance as you consider connecting with St. John’s through 

Fellowship Ministry. Talk to Karen Reese (church council) or contact the 

church office to lend a hand beyond the scenes of fellowship.  

 

DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE  
On Friday, March 15, we will be celebrating the 

relationship of a dad (or significant male figure) and 

daughter by hosting a Daddy-Daughter Dance. Music will 

start at 6pm in our Fellowship Hall, with food available. 

This evening is an opportunity to forget about the to-do 

list and be together. Don’t like to dance? That’s okay! 

There will also be activities and games. It’s about 

celebrating what is important: each other. Tickets coming soon! 

 

  MOM-SON GAME NIGHT: Save the date for a fun mom-son event 

on Friday, April 5. More information to come. 
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UNBINDING YOUR HEART: LENTEN SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE 
Why am I a Christian? What difference does faith 

make in my life? How do I pray? Who are the other 

people of my church? These questions and more 

are at the heart of our upcoming journey of 

Unbinding Your Heart. You won’t want to miss this, 

whether or not you’ve done it before. 
 

In 2013, more than 200 of St. John’s people 

experienced this small group journey of prayer and sharing. Over the 

course of a few weeks, we became more confident in our Christianity! 

Now we are ready to revisit this book and invite everyone, members and 

guests alike, into a powerful journey of faith. 
 

This experience involves a guide book titled Unbinding Your Heart, by 

Martha Grace Reese. In six chapters the book provides the foundation for 

six weeks of one-hour meetings with your small group. In between 

meetings, we’ll be guided in adventures of daily prayer. We begin the 

week of March 3 and conclude the week of April 14, right before Easter. 
 

This book and this journey are about “untying the knots that keep us from 

living exciting lives with God and with each other…it’s about unbinding 

the Good News that God adores us and everyone else.” (Reese, 3) 
 

You are sincerely invited! Your commitment is simply to read each week’s 

chapter, do the daily prayer exercises, and attend six meetings. Small 

group discussions are strictly confidential. At prayer times, we will help 

each other know what to do. The group meetings are intended to put us 

at ease with one another, our faith, and with God. From this experience, 

people across the country have experienced deeper relationships with 

God, more meaningful prayer lives, and a new sense of God’s activity in 

their lives. Participants say they can be more ‘real’ with others as their 

relationship with God grows … and that this extends to relationships 

within their families and with people in every area of their lives.  
 

Sign up now at worship or at the church office (882-4044). Small groups 

will meet at a variety of times, to fit your schedule. We’ll also help with 

childcare. For questions, contact Amy Floan, Vicar Maria, or Pastor Matt. 



February 2019 Visionotes 

Page 9 

NEW! BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING FOR ADULTS 
Our new St. John’s Community Nurse program will host its first Blood 

Pressure (BP) Clinic after worship on Saturday, February 23, and between 

services on Sunday, February 24, in the Fellowship Hall. The goal is to 

offer these screenings on a regular basis. Blood pressures will be taken by 

RNs. You will receive a form for recording your BP. Talk to Jan Schuh, our 

Faith Community Nurse, if you have questions. 
 

LUNCH & SPEAKER, WITH VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
On Tuesday, March 5, 11:30am-1:30pm, all are invited 

to a Mardi Gras lunch! Following our meal, we will 

recognize our faithful ministry workers who volunteer 

their time and talents during the weekdays. Then we’ll 

hear from Vicar Maria Bonine talk about her journey of 

becoming a pastor and life in seminary. Come fill your body and your 

soul! Please RSVP to Emily Schmitzer in the church office. 
 

LEADERSHIP EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT (LEAD) EVENT 
Saturday, March 9, 8:30am-3:30pm – This day of learning with the synod, 

focused on the theme “Building Beloved Community” will take place at 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mount Horeb. It’s our best event to get 

ideas and energy from our peers and synod leaders. You are invited! Rev. 

Dr. Stephen Bouman, Executive Director of the Domestic Mission Unit of 

the ELCA, will give the keynote address, and he is known to be a great 

storyteller and dynamic speaker. The afternoon offers a wide variety of 

workshops. Mark your calendar and contact the church office to register. 
 

EXPLORING A NEW SYMBOL FOR THE GARDEN IN CIRCLE DRIVE 

The central cross of our sanctuary has become an 

important symbol of our church. Plans are in progress 

for a similar symbol, with wind chimes, to replace the 

current tower in the garden of the circle drive. St. John’s 

is working with artisan Scott Fredrickson, who crafted 

our pulpit, altar table, and baptismal font. To see draft 

drawings and give input, stop by the church office.   
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2019 CHURCH COUNCIL: “IN OUR CHURCH, LORD, BE GLORIFIED” 
(front) Ron Hatlen, Sue Reese, Brenda Muth, Kaitlynn Finfrock, Denise Paese, Julia 

Schiefelbein-Egan, Mark Brusberg; (back) David Paugel, Derek Blume, Sean 

Mangold, Jennifer Kraus, Brandon Mohrbacher; also Karen Reese  

Members of our church council are tasked with guiding our ministries and 

advancing our mission. They discern a vision and plan for the future. 

Council and staff will meet for a retreat on February 17. Please pray for 

God’s guidance for our council and church. 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT APPROVED AT ANNUAL MEETING 
On Sunday, January 27, the congregation approved our welcome 

statement and voted to be listed in the directory of congregations that 

are Reconciling in Christ. So what will change for us? In some ways, not 

much for those already part of St. John’s. We’ll keep going on our journey 

to be the hospitable people God would have us be. For those who have 

been traditionally marginalized by the church, this is one step in helping 

them know we are sincere in our welcome.  

  
ALL ARE WELCOME: Our Welcome Statement 

St. John’s Jesus commands us to love one another. We welcome all, 

regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, 

gender expression, or relationship status. We welcome all without 

regard to addictions, physical or mental health, past misdeeds, socio-

economic circumstances, immigration status, or anything that too 

often divides us. We welcome and celebrate diversity and 

uniqueness. We welcome you. 
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GIVE UNTIL IT FEELS GOOD 

More than ten cents of every dollar we give to St. John’s goes to do God’s 

work beyond our own congregation. Plus, we generously respond to 

specific appeals and needs. We as a congregation know the joy of giving 

to others. Our grand total of charitable giving for 2018 was $65,277!  

 $36,176 to the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 

 $6,776 to ELCA World Hunger 

 $3,661 to Lutherdale 

 $2,610 to Lutheran World Relief 

 $2,522 to Lutheran Social Services 

 $2,511 to “Always Being Made New” The Campaign for the ELCA 

 $2,237 to Lutheran Disaster Response (Hurricane & Fire Relief) 

 $2,023 to Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet 

 $1,430 to ELCA Good Gifts (2 cows & water filters) 

 $1,331 to AWARE in Evansville 

 $1,000 to Lutheran Bible Translators 

 $1,000 to ELCA Missionary Sponsorship 

 $1,000 to Lutheran Campus Ministry 

 $1,000 to Skaalen Auxiliary 
 

“For it is in 

giving that 

we receive.” 
–Francis of Assisi 

$232,337 

$270,505 
$283,167 

$299,075 

$316,036 

$345,668 

$363,259 

 $225,000

 $250,000

 $275,000

 $300,000

 $325,000

 $350,000

 $375,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total Giving to Daily Ministry

Our generosity to St. John’s Daily Ministry is reaching new heights.  

We finished 2018 “in the black;” our finances are strong and healthy.  



February 2019 Visionotes 

Page 12 

GROWING OUR OFFERINGS – GROWING OUR REACH 
Our 2019 budget for Daily Ministries is ambitious. At our annual meeting, 

the congregation approved a budget increase of $50,000 over last year’s 

receipts. How will we do that? If we work together and have faith, God 

will provide. God will inspire our generosity and grow our hearts. The 

budget increase will allow us to advance our mission of reaching up, 

reaching out, and reaching within. Let’s do it together. Please review 

your current level of giving and pray about your next step to grow as a 

generous disciple of Jesus and help us grow our reach together.  

 

 

 
GROWING IN WORSHIP 

From 2013 to 2017 our 

worship participation 

plateaued at 275. In 2018, 

worship participation 

averaged 292 people per 

weekend, up 9%. In just 

the 4th quarter, after 

starting our 11:30am service, an average of 317 people joined for worship 

each weekend, up 16% from the previous year! Praise the Lord! 

*Simply Giving is our convenient electronic funds transfer. Offerings 

given via Simply Giving accounted for 49% of our total generosity in 

2018, from 101 households enrolled. This is an increase of 13% over 

the previous year.  

 

$44,284 

$81,141 
$99,688 

$118,652 
$136,617 

$158,150 
$178,917 

 $10,000

 $60,000

 $110,000

 $160,000

 $210,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Offering from Simply Giving*
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REACHING OUT: WAYS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

SHARE WHAT YOU “CAN” FOOD DRIVE: SURF VS TURF 
The Hunger Mission Project on February 3 kicks off a month of caring for 

our Evansville neighbors. All February we’re having a contest of surf vs. 

turf as we collect canned tuna, canned salmon, and 

canned chicken for the Evansville Ecumenical 

Care Closet. Add your donation to the 

designated bins and let’s see which side wins. 

  

MISSIONARY UPDATE: JERUSALEM AND THE WEST BANK  

Pastors Colin and Jeni Grangaard sent us 

holiday greetings from the Holy Land. 

Whereas they celebrated Christmas on 

December 25, their Orthodox neighbors 

waited till January 7, and their Armenian 

friends had Christmas on January 19. So for 

a month the Holy Land in which they live and work was full of the special 

joy of a child in the manger. As they visited Bethlehem this holiday, they 

saw an “absurd” scene: “women border patrol agents dressed in Santa’s 

clothes, handing out chocolate Santas and offering season’s greetings. 

Standing next to the women were men with guns, you know, for ‘safety’.” 

The birthplace of the Prince of Peace still longs for justice for all residents. 
 

Pastors Colin and Jeni coordinate one-year missionaries with the Young 

Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program. All together they visited the 

Sea of Galilee last month and reflected on Jesus’ words from Matthew 5 

about who is blessed. “Often when we think about being blessed, we 

think of getting our way, getting what we want, having what we need. We 

sometimes then make the Beatitudes from Matthew 5 into a checklist 

thinking: ‘I will be blessed when…’ But who is Jesus blessing? Those who 

need it. The poor, the meek, the grieving…Jesus meets us where we are 

and gives us a blessing to sustain us in our everyday lives. Jesus blesses us 

where we would not expect, where we don’t feel blessed. It’s a promise 

that Jesus sees us, is with us, and accompanies us in our lives—and that 

Jesus blesses us as only he can: with comfort, mercy, and identity in God.” 

We pray for God’s blessings for Pastors Colin and Jeni and their family.   
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ACTS 29: MISSION PUERTO RICO 
Our St. John’s Acts 29 mission ministry will travel to Puerto Rico on 

February 23. We’ll spend a week contributing to much-needed rebuilding 

efforts that continue in response to the devastation caused by Hurricane 

Maria. Our team of 17, including Pastor Matt, 

will stay at the Lutheran Camp Eduardo Roig, in 

the town of Dorado, 15 miles southwest of the 

capital city of San Juan. 
 

Hurricane Maria slammed Puerto Rico in September of 2017, for 12 long 

hours. The storm caused catastrophic damage and resulted in a major 

humanitarian crisis, made worse by a painfully slow relief process. 

Thousands of homes suffered varying degrees of damage, with many 

obliterated by winds of up to 175 mph. The storm ravaged local 

vegetation and wrecked an estimated 80% of agricultural crops. Water 

and power were knocked out, and the entire island was without power 

for the longest blackout in U.S. history. Today, many families still live in 

makeshift shelters or with relatives. Puerto Rico continues to rely heavily 

on volunteers to help rebuild communities through the clean-up, 

construction, and repair of damaged homes. The Acts 29 group will be 

assigned activities upon arrival, according to the needs in the local area. 
 

The St. John’s community has generously donated over $2,100 for the 

mission to purchase tools and other necessary supplies to aid in 

rebuilding efforts. Our volunteers will cover the costs of their own airfare 

and some meals, while local transportation and housing will be paid for 

by the Acts 29 Fund. The group has worked to raise money for the Acts 29 

Fund by running concessions at Badger football games this past fall. 
 

The workers traveling to Puerto Rico will be commissioned during 

worship at the 9:00am service on February 17 and will host fellowship 

afterward. Please join in blessing our missionaries and wishing them well 

before they depart to carry out God’s work with people still suffering in 

Puerto Rico. Our team for this trip includes Brenda Muth, Ken Muth, Joe 

Myatt, Jonah Topel, Linda Rehfeldt, Julie Seiler, Zellmo Seiler, Kathy 

Witzack, Dave Persons, Evon Mitchell, Jan Klaehn, Kate Klaehn, Jim Green, 

Diane Skinner, Gil Skinner, Ray Legris, and Pastor Matt Poock. 
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More About Puerto Rico  
Puerto Rico is an unincorporated territory of the United States located 
about 1,000 miles southwest of Miami, Florida. Puerto Ricans are U.S. 
citizens, but do not vote for the President, have representation in the U.S. 
Congress, or pay U.S. federal tax on income earned in Puerto Rico. The 
total population is approximately 3.4 million, although estimates vary 
after the mass migration to the U.S. mainland in the aftermath of Maria. 
Lutheran Camp Eduardo Roig is operated by Lutheran Social Services of 
Puerto Rico, a member of the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry. 
 

THE GREEN CORNER: COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE (CSA) 
God has given us responsibility to care for the earth. In Holy Scripture we 

read that God put humans in the garden “to work it and take care of it” 

(Genesis 2:15). We have been designated as stewards of God’s creation, 

called to help all plants, animals, land, and water to flourish. 
 

One simple way to care for God’s creation is to join 

a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA). At first 

glance, a CSA is a weekly delivery of local foods and 

food products. Consumers typically enroll over the 

winter, pay up front, and receive fresh produce for 18 or more weeks. A 

CSA is also an investment in your health, community, and local economy. 

It’s a partnership between farms and consumers that helps people eat 

seasonal, local produce in a way that is environmentally responsible. Each 

CSA farm is unique in the types of shares it offers, length of season, and 

food variety. A CSA might be right for you if you enjoy cooking at home, 

like the flavors of seasonal eating, embrace new kinds of foods and 

recipes, and like the idea of committing to your food producers. Payment 

plans, HMO subsidies, and food stamps can help make a CSA affordable. 

Popular CSAs in our area include Raleigh’s Hillside Farm, TIPI Produce, and 

Wiser Farm Produce LLC. Search online for these CSAs or visit 

www.farmfreshatlas.org. Sign up now for summer 2019! 
 

St. John’s newly formed “Green Team” is working to implement practices 

that care for the earth, as well as to promote such practices for members 

of the congregation and community. Our next Green Team meeting is set 

for Thursday, February 7, 5:00pm, at St. John’s. All those interested in 

learning and helping implement “green” practices are welcome.  
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HUNGER MISSION EVENT 
Sunday, February 3, 10:00am-11:30am 

This day of mission and service returns to  

St. John’s for the eighth consecutive year. On 

Sunday, February 3, from 10:00am – 11:30am, we 

will participate in an on-site mission project for Kids Against Hunger. 
 

Every 6 seconds a child dies (nearly 16,000 every day) because of hunger 

and related causes. 15.3 million children under 18 in the United States 

live in households where they are unable to consistently access enough 

nutritious food necessary for a healthy life. Kids Against Hunger is a 

nonprofit organization whose mission is to end that tragedy. Kids Against 

Hunger packages and ships highly nutritious, life-saving meals to starving 

and malnourished children around the world. 
 

In 90 minutes, we will package nutritionally rich meals full of proteins, 

carbohydrates, and vitamins that are easily digestible – perfect for a 

malnourished body and mind. The contents of each meal cost $0.21, and 

we’ll package 15,000 meals! Members and mission workers are asked to 

consider a donation of $20 or more to help pay for the meals we 

package. We’ll pool our dollars together for the $3,150 needed to pay for 

the food and the logistics to get the food to hungry children. Roughly 70 

St. John’s mission workers will be needed to package the meals. Join us! 

 

PERSONAL CARE KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
It is never too late to bring bars of soap (our 

January collection) and place in the tubs in the 

Gathering Area. During the months of February 

and March we will focus on collecting the 

following items:  

 Light- or medium-weight bath-size towels, dark color preferred 

 Bath-size bars of soap (4-5 oz), any brand, in original wrapping 

 Adult toothbrushes, in original wrapping preferred 

 Sturdy combs (remove packaging) 

 Metal nail clippers (remove packaging) 
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LUTHERDALE OPEN HOUSE AND BUILD DAYS  
Save the date of June 2, 2019, 1:00-4:00pm to 

head out to Lutherdale Bible Camp in Elkhorn, 

WI. On this day, guests will meet the 2019 

Summer Staff, take a tour of the camp, enjoy 

the waterfront and slip n slide, play Ga Ga Ball, 

rock the Climbing Wall, see the farm animals, 

and check out the camp store. There is no 

charge for the event, so bring your friends and family out and have a 

great time at Lutherdale. 
 

Lutherdale is in the middle of construction for their “Share the 

Adventure” capital campaign. The campaign will build a new adult-

friendly retreat center, upgrade the Watson Retreat Center, and enhance 

campus aesthetics and accessibility. We’re going to help in the 

construction! On June 14-15, June 28-29, and July 26-27, St. John’s will 

send “Acts 29” work crews with people of all different skill levels. We’ll 

work on Friday, stay overnight, and work again on Saturday. It’s a youth 

and adult mission trip in two days, for a ministry we love. Contact Amy 

Floan or talk to Ann Legris or Debbe Topel to get involved.  

 

YEARS OF GENEROSITY FROM THE PIGGLY WIGGLY 
For many years Kopecky’s Piggly Wiggly has given back to the community 

through their “Piggy Bank Dollars” program. Community organizations 

like St. John’s would collect receipts, tally up the dollars and submit them 

to the Piggly Wiggly. In return the Pig would give 1% back. St. John’s 

would use these dollars to support our youth activities. 
 

As of January 15, 2019, the time has come for the Piggy 

Bank Dollars to end. Our thanks to all those who 

submitted their receipts, which would become $1000-

$1500 each year for our youth ministries. Our thanks to 

Barbara Adamany and Deanne Krueger who tallied our receipts for years. 

And our thanks to Jim and Jean Kopecky and the Piggly Wiggly for all the 

benevolence they have shared with St. John’s and the Evansville 

community over the years.  
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
Mike and Courtney Adams and daughter Delaney (9 

months) like the sense of community at St. John’s 

and are excited to become official members. Mike is 

employed as an EMS communications manager, and 

Courtney is an English teacher at Evansville High 

School. They first came to St. John’s after a friend recommended it as a 

local church. As a family they enjoy being together and being outside. 
 

Donna Hutchinson finds St. John’s to be very 

welcoming and family-oriented. Donna has been 

working at Mercy Health Systems as a Nurse 

System Analyst for 45 years. When she’s not 

working she enjoys quilting and spending time with 

her family, especially her four grandchildren, who 

are current members of St. John’s (the Rob and Nicole 

Richards family). 
 

Curt and Katie Ihlenfeldt and their children, Samantha 

(13) and Logan (10), like the presence St. John’s has 

within the community and the variety of worship 

styles and times. The Ihlenfeldts are active in the Evansville Cub Scouts, 

and Curt is a Cub master. As a family they enjoy doing most anything 

outside but especially tent camping, fishing, and hiking. 
 

Genevieve “Genny” Kleisch has been attending St. John’s 

with her children and grandchildren for the last couple of 

years and feels at home during worship. Genny works at 

Stoughton Trailers, and when she’s not working, she fills 

her days with family, including her 10 grandchildren. 
 

Ronald “Ronnie” Kleisch was first attracted to St. John’s 

because of the welcoming and relaxed environment. St. 

John’s has offered a rejuvenating experience for Ronnie 

in times he has needed it most. He is the father of two 

children, Carter (11) and Lena (3). Being with his children 

and doing anything outdoors is how Ronnie chooses to spend his days.  
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Kurt and Kristina Krueger like how they feel 

when they are at worship, that St. John’s 

includes everyone, and that the church is 

alive! Kurt works as an elementary principal 

in Janesville and, with currently pursuing his 

doctorate, spends a lot of time reading and learning. Kristina works for 

UW Health in the Women’s Health field and together they have three 

young adult daughters. When they are not learning or working they enjoy 

being active outside and biking. 
 

Ryan Kummer joins his wife Katie (Herbers), and 

sons Dante (10) and Kysen (1) as members. He 

enjoys the family environment St. John’s offers. 

Ryan works at Ikon Transportation in the 

Department of Defense area. He fills his free time 

by watching sports, boating, and other water activities. 
 

Jeremy and Rachel Meudt, along with their daugther 

McKenna (2mos) like the welcoming congregation of 

St. John’s and are thankful for the recommendation 

from others in Evansville. Jeremy works as a Radiation 

Therapist, and Rachel works in the health and fitness 

department for Oakwood Village in Madison. They like 

being outdoors and just enjoying their new life as a family of three. 
 

Erica and Scott Rosonke are joining St. John’s because 

they enjoy the relatable sermons. Scott is an 

electrician, and Erica works as a configuration 

specialist in the medical field. They have three young 

adult children. As a family they enjoy camping, 

kayaking, and being outdoors. 
 

Justin and Courtney Smith like the 

location of St. John’s as well as the youth 

options for their children, Hunter (12), 

Gauge (10), Elliann (2), and Tobias (1). 

Justin is an electrician, and Courtney volunteers at Das Hund Haus. They 

enjoy traveling, camping, and being outdoors together.  
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MINISTRY WITH OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

EXPLORING THE LORD’S PRAYER MILESTONE 
“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive 

without breathing.” (Martin Luther)Prayer is one of the greatest gifts of 

God. We have direct access to the Lord in times of trouble and joy. We 

have Someone to talk to who has promised to hear us and loves to listen. 
 

In a milestone experience for 2nd graders and 

their parents, we’ll explore the basics of what 

it is to pray. Then we’ll dive in to the prayer 

that Jesus taught us. Where is God’s kingdom? 

What is daily bread? What are trespasses? 

Why do we say thy? These and other 

questions will be considered, in order to 

breathe life into this timeless prayer. 

Sunday, February 17, 9:00am worship recognition, 10:15am session 

 

ON THE HORIZON: HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS 
 February 2, 6-9pm – Groundhog Day Party at the O’Connor’s house 

Maybe the Groundhog will see its shadow; maybe it 

won’t. Either way we’ll get together for a night of fun 

with friends. Grab a friend and make your way to 

Kaylee and Brody O’Connor’s house. 

 July 14-19 – RIVER HEROES ADVENTURE + SERVICE TRIP 

Sixteen of our high school youth 

have committed to participating 

in this summer’s adventure + 

service trip. We will canoe down and clean up the Namekagon River 

in northern Wisconsin with Camp Amnicon. 

Next meeting: Sunday, February 10, 6-7:30pm 

 

  To support our Adventure+Service Trip, order a hanging flower 

basket. Choose either a sun or shade 12-inch basket from 

Pleasant Prairie Greenhouse. Cost is $35 per basket. Place your 

order today in the Gathering Area. Baskets arrive on May 8. 
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CARL’S CONTEMPLATIONS: EMBRACING RISK 
By Carl Korfmacher 

Our perception of risk has changed over the years. My childhood was not 

unusual in that we rode in cars without seat belts, drank Kool-Aid laced 

with sugar and red dye number 7, and rode our bikes without helmets 

and occasionally without brakes. Nobody thought that was risky. My Dad 

had to walk a couple miles to his one-room school back in the 40’s and 

started driving a tractor as soon as he could reach the clutch. No one 

batted an eye. My great-great-great-grandfather left all he knew, got on a 

rickety boat and sailed to a new continent. What were the chances that 

he would die on that boat? I doubt he knew or cared. 
 

It may surprise the reader to know that in the distant past, people didn’t 

really think about risk the way we do these days. They didn’t have the 

internet to scare the gizzards out of them. They thought about immediate 

risks, like the chances of death or dismemberment related to kissing the 

farmer’s daughter. But not about statistical risks like if you cook over an 

open fire in your house, there is a good chance you will eventually burn it 

down. Mitigating statistical risks of that sort held little interest.  
  

Today, we have gone beyond statistical risks. We still believe that 

brushing teeth will reduce cavities in the long run. But, and I hesitate to 

say this, many of us also believe that vitamins will help us live longer. As 

my doctor recently reminded me, and I am ashamed that I needed to be 

reminded, some vitamin D in the winter is not a bad idea, but most of it 

just goes through you like lutefisk through a Norwegian. This column lacks 

sufficient space to list the many delusions we live under in these modern 

times. Bottled water comes to mind. Perhaps the Age of Reason was 

overrated. 
 

I’m not suggesting you stop wearing your seat belt and take away your 

kids’ bike helmets. And by all means keep taking those vitamins. It’s good 

for the economy. But what about the biggest risk of all: self-examination? 

Sure, you can go to a shrink to help you probe. But prayerful 

contemplation might work just as well. In the end, if you don’t know 

yourself, you can’t really love yourself. And God wants us to love 

ourselves just as he loves us, lutefisk and all.  
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Those Who Are Ill 

 

St. John’s Members 
John Longfield  
Sandi Spanton-Nelson 
Shawn Lynn  
Katrina Thompson 
Dennis Matzinger 

Samantha Jozefowicz 
Jeanette Almond  
Marie Gallman 
Harlow Philips  
Sue Daniel  

Pat Carlsen  
Einar Floan 
Sue Farnsworth  
Betty Wall 
Sherry Crull

 

Family and Friends 
Patti Chronquist 
Felicia Moy 
Judelle Murphy 
Ken Pritzl 
Amanda Schmitzer 

Hana Williams 
Rick Ketchum 
Donald Anderson 
Cindy Sayles 
Veronica Blume 

Roni Pahl 
Darlene Thiel 
Evelyn Johnson 

 

Missionaries: 
Rev. Colin and Rev. Jeni Grangaard & family, in Jerusalem/West Bank 
Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke & family, in Botswana 
 

Men and Women in Service: 
Josh Beyerl, Justin Delorit, Sabrina Elmer, Aaron Hoff, Daniel Johnson, 
John Juen, Jacob Thiele, Nate Madsen, Brad Miller, Bailey Olin, JJ Rogers, 
Tyler Schnell, Hunter Speropulos, Marcus Steindl, Mark Trawicki, 
Mitch Viken 
 

Special Blessings to: 
Elliott James Morton, son of Justin and Amanda, on his baptism. 
Evan and Owen Ziolkowski, sons of Mitch and Alicia, on their baptisms. 
Josh and Rose Jenke on the birth of their son Jedi Karl. 
Kim and Becky Heimerl on the birth of their granddaughter Hazel. 
 

Condolences to: 
Darlene Carlson on the death of her daughter Susan Nicks. 
Ken (Brenda) Muth on the death of his stepfather. 
Jerry (Brenda) Roth on the death of his mother. 
Bryan (Sally) Benz on the death of his mother. 
Mike (Annie) Thym on the death of his father. 
Ann Burns on the death of her brother-in-law. 
Deane Krueger on the death of her uncle. 
Steve Damon on the death of his mother. 
Our hope is in Jesus Christ, who loves us through death to eternal life.  
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ST. JOHN’S MISSION 

Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching Within 
Because GOD reaches out to us. 

POINTS OF PRAYER 
Together we lift up these prayer concerns. Start by reading the prayer 

topic and “holding” those people or that situation before God. Say the 

topic over and over in your mind, or aloud, and raise it before God. Then 

continue in agreement with the petition of prayer. We pray: 

 For all who experience terror and violence 

Lord of the nations, bring an end to oppression and warfare. Bless 

the road toward peace. Protect the innocent, humble the proud, and 

clear away all forms of evil. May your church respond with 

compassion to provide for the needs of all who suffer.  

 For all who are cold 

Holy Spirit, send a fire, a warm blanket, a hot beverage, or a warm 

invitation to those who are suffering in the cold. Bring opportunities 

for shelter to the men, women, and children living in cars or on the 

street. Open our eyes to see those who need physical warmth as 

well as the warmth of community. Give us courage to help and 

provide. 

 For those who are hungry 

God of abundance, you have provided more than enough food and 

resources for the earth. Forgive us for failing to share our 

abundance with those in need. Move us to be generous and better 

caretakers of what we have. Bless the meals we package for our 

hunger mission project, and bless the people who receive them. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PRAYER TEAM 

For your prayer requests – big and small, the Prayer Team of St. John’s is 

ready. Our Prayer Team has placed prayer cards in the pew racks. For any 

need of prayer – healing, confession, sadness, decision-making, and more 

– please fill out a prayer card, and place it in the offering plate or in the 

office. For more information on the prayer team, contact the church office 

or Becca Poock 608-490-3144.
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