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Visionotes 

 

May we draw closer to God 

through prayer in 2019. 
 

Learning Opportunities Starting this Month (p. 11) 

Financial Peace University 

Parenting with Love and Logic 

Diakonia: To Communicate the Gospel 

Potluck & Bunco Game Night 

Saturday, January 12, 6:00-8:00pm 

Bluegrass Worship with the Praise Team 

Saturday & Sunday, January 19 & 20 – Invite Guests! 

Annual Congregational Meeting (p. 15) 

Sunday, January 27, 10:45am 

Proposed Welcome Statement (p. 7)  

In “The Power of the KING,” radio station employees 

discovered and shared the good news of Jesus’ birth. 
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  ST. JOHN’S STAFF 
Pastor  Matthew Poock 
Vicar  Maria Bonine 
Director of Faith Formation Amy Floan 
Office Manager  Emily Schmitzer 
Outreach Coordinator Amanda Koenecke 
Custodian  Ken Johnson 
Financial Director  Cindy Millin 
Music Director  Sharon Magee 
Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole 
Childcare Director  Ashley Thompson 
Ministry Coordinator Carolyn Butts 
Faith Community Nurse Jan Schuh 

 

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL 
President  Steve Schneeberger 
Vice President/Parish Education Sue Reese 
Secretary/Music and Worship Denise Paese 
Treasurer  Brandon Mohrbacher 
Fellowship  Karen Reese 
Life and Growth  Jenny Wiedel 
Youth Ministry  Bethany Severson 
Stewardship  Charlie Thompson 
Memorials  Mark Brusberg 
Buildings and Grounds Sean Mangold 
Mutual Ministry  Julia Schiefelbein-Egan 
Social Concerns  Brenda Muth 

 

Endowment Committee  Shelly Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, 
 Steve Krueger, David Messling 

Mutual Ministry Committee Diana Crans, Kaye Crocker, Becky Heimerl, 
Gary Hoff, Barb Howard, Noel Oscar, Bethany Severson 

 

COME, LET US WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER! 
SATURDAYS @ 5:00pm 

SUNDAYS @ 9:00am and 11:30am 
B.A.S.I.C. learning hour after worship for all ages 

Sundays 10:15am - 11:15am (Sept-May) 
 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm 
Call the church office at 608-882-4044 

Visit our website at www.StJohns-LC.org 
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The Parable of the Lost Key 
I realized it on a Tuesday morning when I was 

about to leave for the gym. My key to the van was 

not on the hook where it was “supposed” to be. I 

was immediately confused. I rarely lose things, 

and I have a pattern of putting things “in the right 

spot.” It was early in the morning, so I took the car 

and resigned myself to looking later when the 

household was awake to help (and be 

questioned). 
 

Wouldn’t you know it; no one had even seen my key. It was just one gray 

key on an orange key chain from my last triathlon! Where could it be? I 

scoured the house. Perhaps it got knocked off a counter before I could 

hang it up. Did I happen to walk around the house with it? I checked the 

floors and under the furniture. I checked my dresser and all the pockets 

of all the pants and coats I had recently worn. No key. It was lost. I prayed 

“Oh God, you know where my key is. Would you tell me? Would you lead 

me to it?” I wonder how many such prayers God hears these days, 

especially about keys, glasses, and cellphones. 
 

I re-traced my steps. I had last used it on Sunday, when I took the family 

to worship. But I didn’t drive the van home from church; we’d switched 

vehicles. (Don’t even try to wrap your mind around Sunday mornings in 

our household.) Maybe it was still at the church building. I searched my 

desk and my office. I searched the whole building, actually. What if it was 

in my hand as I was cleaning up after worship? I talked with our staff, in 

case anyone had seen it. Maybe it got knocked off my desk and into the 

trash. I asked our custodian Kenny if he noticed it. No sign of it. 

 

On that Sunday evening, the last day I knew I had my key, we had taken 

the van to the pool in Oregon for family swim. Did I take the key then? I 

couldn’t remember. So I called the pool; they checked their lost and 

found for me. No key. The next Sunday, when we went to swim again, to 

be sure, I looked through their lost and found for myself. Nothing. (But 

people sure do lose a lot of things!) One last time I talked with my kids. 

“Have you seen my key? Were you playing with it?” The search was cold. 
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I finally gave up. Only God knew where my key was, and I was not going 

to find it by force of sheer will. There was nothing more I could do. 
 

It can be hard to let something go. Whether it’s a lost key or an old 

grudge. Whether it’s a dream that cannot be, or a critical comment that’s 

stuck in your brain. What might God be inviting you to let go of as we 

enter this New Year? Maybe you need to let go of unhealthy 

expectations for yourself. Maybe you need to let go of unfair judgments 

of others. Maybe you need to let go of worries or doubt. It’s easy for 

these kinds of things to rob us of the peace that God has for us every day. 

A simple prayer mantra – “let go and let God” – can help us rely on our 

faith and restore our peace. It’s a way we invite God to do God’s work in 

us when we realize we can’t do it on our own. Sometimes the best thing 

we can do is to let go and give up our illusion of control. 
 

God, on the other hand, refuses to let go… of us. Jesus told parables 

about a lost coin, a lost sheep, and a lost son in order to reveal the truth 

about God’s relentless pursuit of you and me. Sure enough, we are the 

lost “key” more often than we realize. We go astray. We wander from 

God. But God will never give up on us. God will not stop searching for us 

until God has found us and we are safely home. Even 

now, God is seeking you out. God is longing to find you, 

every day, and bring you into God’s embrace. In letting 

go, we let God find us. There is no greater thing than to 

be found in Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:9). 
 

After a few weeks of suffering the loss of my key, I 

finally let go and decided to have a new key made. That 

very day, my son was in the kitchen to get a plastic sack from the “bag 

holder” that hangs by our key hooks. “Your van key!” It had fallen not 5 

inches from where it was supposed to be. The lost was found as I let go. 
 

Letting go, letting God, 

 

  
“I once was lost,  

but now am found.” 
 -John Newton, 
Amazing Grace 
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REACHING UP: WEEKLY WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

ALL I REALLY NEED TO KNOW I LEARNED FROM JESUS 

9-week Sermon Series for Epiphany 

Are you familiar with Robert 

Fulghum’s poem about 

kindergarten? Indeed, that is a 

formative stage of life! Even 

more, the life of Jesus teaches 

us who we are and how to live 

a meaningful life in this world. 

During the 9-week season of Epiphany, we will remember Kindergarten 

lessons as we follow the life of Jesus to guide our lives today. 
 

JANUARY 5 & 6… Matthew 2:1-23 (Magi Visit) 

 “All I Really Need to Know…” week 1: When you go out into the 

world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. 

 Ten Commandment Milestone for 1st graders 

JANUARY 12 & 13… Matthew 3:1-17 (Jesus’ Baptism) 

 “All I Really Need to Know…” week 2: Wash your hands before 

you eat. Flush.  

 Sunday 9am, Installation of 2019 Church Council 

 Sunday, Cross+Gen BASIC, at 10:15am 

 Baptism of Elliott Morton (9am) 

 Baptisms of Evan and Owen Ziolkowski (11:30am) 

JANUARY 19 & 20… Matthew 4:1-17 (Tempted in the Wilderness) 

 “All I Really Need to Know…” week 3: Don't take things that aren't 

yours. Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody.  

 Blue Grass Worship with the Praise Team, all services 

JANUARY 26 & 27… Matthew 5:1-20 (Beatitudes) 

 “All I Really Need to Know…” week 4: Warm cookies and cold milk 

are good for you. 

 Sunday, Youth Breakfast Fundraiser, after 9am worship 

 Sunday, Annual Meeting, 10:45am (children’s activities provided) 
 No 11:30am worship service, for the Annual Meeting  

from J E S U S 
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THE JOY OF CROSS+GEN B.A.S.I.C. 
“The wisdom of the elder and the wonder of the child are precious and 

priceless gifts which belong together.” – Rich Melheim 
 

In our current society, there is no other truly cross+generational setting 

available to most children than the church. Children grow when they 

hear the wisdom of the elder, and adults long to experience the wonder 

of children. Joyful, caring relationships can develop across the 

generations when we provide opportunities for intentional time together. 
 

Our next Cross+Gen B.A.S.I.C. is Sunday, January 13, at 10:15am. Come 

experience firsthand the beauty and joy that can happen when 

generations come together. 

 

CONNECT WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER THROUGH B.A.S.I.C. 
Sunday morning at 10:15am is an 

hour for people of all ages to learn 

together and grow in faith. All 

Brothers And Sisters In Christ have a 

place to connect with God and each 

other.  

 B.A.S.I.C. for 3-year-olds through 5th graders meets in the sanctuary 

before heading to the south basement for small group time. 

 Middle school youth gather in the north basement. 

 Adult B.A.S.I.C. meets in the Fellowship Hall unless noted. 

1/6/19 – “Praying in Color,” led by Vicar Maria 

1/13/19 – Cross+Generational BASIC – Everyone meets in the 

sanctuary for songs and story, fun and friendship. 

1/20/19 – “Are All Welcome?” led by Pastor Matt 

1/27/19 – Annual Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary 

2/3/19 –Kids Against Hunger meal-packing service event – Everyone 

jumps in to the assembly line to help provide nutritious food for 

people near and far. 

  



January 2019 Visionotes 

Page 7 

BECOMING A RECONCILING IN CHRIST CONGREGATION 
In 2018 St. John’s stepped forward in the 

journey to become a Reconciling in Christ 

(RIC) congregation. This came after years of 

promoting a wide welcome and offering small 

group studies regarding the church and 

homosexuality. A RIC congregation is a community that publicly 

welcomes people of all sexual orientations and gender identities by 

having a statement affirming this welcome. Our proposed welcome 

statement, below, also includes a welcome to other groups of people who 

have historically been excluded from the church. 
 

St. John’s is already known as a welcoming place, so why do we need to 

write and approve a formal welcome statement? We need a welcome 

statement because it takes an extra gesture of inclusion for people who 

have been abused by the church in the past and who have been told they 

weren’t part of God’s community to help them feel truly welcome. Being 

added to the RIC roster also shows that we have had an intentional 

conversation about welcoming all people and allows people to find us. 
 

A vote on the proposed welcome statement will happen during our 

Annual Congregation Meeting on Sunday, January 27, at 10:45am. If the 

welcome statement is adopted, St. John’s will be added to the rost of RIC 

participants. This roster is publicly displayed on the ReconcilingWorks 

website, www.reconcilingworks.org, along with many resources.  
 

If you missed the forums in November and December and would like to 

have a conversation about RIC, please contact Amy Floan, Denise Paese, 

or Sean Mangold. This is the draft currently in front of church council: 
 

Proposed Welcome Statement: 

Jesus commands us to love one another. We welcome all, regardless of 

race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical 

or mental health, past misdeeds, socio-economic circumstances, 

immigration status, or anything that too often divides us. We welcome 

and celebrate diversity and uniqueness. We welcome you.  
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TEN COMMANDMENTS MILESTONE 
“Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite 

them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and 

when you are away.” – Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
 

God gave God’s people the Ten Commandments because God loves us 

and wants us to live in healthy relationships with God 

and with others. Though sometimes rules can feel 

confining, God’s Commandments are intended to 

give us freedom through clear boundaries. 
 

We will celebrate our newest faith milestone, The 

Ten Commandments, during 9am worship on Sunday, 

January 6, with our first grade students. Following worship, first graders 

and their parents will explore the Ten Commandments together in a one-

hour workshop. We will work on understanding what each 

commandment means and why they still matter in our modern lives. All 

families with a first grader are invited to participate in this milestone. 

 

A PLACE (AND SPACE) FOR ALL: BUILDING TEAM FORMING 
In response to the congregation’s expressed interest, the church council 

is forming a building advancement team. This fall an ELCA consultant 

visited us to review our facility needs in light of our ministries. The 

consultant suggested it was time to engage with an architecture firm to 

address our needs and determine the feasibility of our ideas for 

expansion. We will consider spaces for our quilting and youth ministries, 

accessibility to the 

lower level, kitchen 

and fellowship 

needs, and 

entrances and 

meeting rooms. To 

be part of this 

team, please 

contact Sue Reese 

or Pastor Matt.  

Sometimes, like on Wednesday evenings, our 

building gets very full! Here a small group 

meets in the pastor’s office, up to 8 people! 
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A YEAR IN REVIEW OF “INSPIRING WORSHIP” 
What worship experiment in 2018 was your favorite? 

Our ministry theme for last year was “Inspiring 

Worship,” one of our six core values. Throughout the 

year we explored new ways to worship. We learned 

to make the sign of the cross on ourselves, which 

many continue to do. We became more familiar with 

the modern version of the Lord’s Prayer. Did you like singing the 

Psalms during worship? Perhaps you enjoyed watching dance or seeing 

art created as we worshipped. Over the summer we began to video 

record the sermon, and these are now posted on our website weekly. We 

learned that we can remember our 

baptism as we come forward for Holy 

Communion. This fall we enjoyed many 

special services with polka songs, global music, camp music, and Beatles’ 

tunes. We even had a Backward Service – fun but a little confusing. What 

a joy to be part of a church that is not afraid to experiment with worship! 
 

What’s more, after a trial run last April, we 

added a new service time (Sundays, 11:30am) 

this fall. The initial reception has been positive, with an average 

participation of 50 people. Overall worship participation has increased, 

and it’s also giving us a little more space at the 9:00am service. Please 

help spread the word about this new worship time.  
 

Looking ahead to 2019, we will focus on a second core 

value: Uplifting Prayer. Prayer brings us closer to the 

One we pray TO, the ones we pray WITH, and the ones 

we pray FOR. Expect new opportunities and ways to pray 

together as we draw closer to God and each other.  

In worship on January 19 & 20, 

we’ll be tapping our toes to some 

favorite bluegrass tunes. The 

Praise Team will lead us as we 

enjoy this uniquely spirited music. 

 

Potluck & Bunco game night on 

Saturday, January 12, 6-8pm. 

Bring a dish to share. Roll the 

dice. Meet people. No 

experience necessary. 

Video recordings of our 
sermons are posted 
weekly on our website.  

New Worship Time 
Sundays, 11:30am 

INVITE A FRIEND FOR FUN AND FELLOWSHIP! 
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REACHING WITHIN: LIFE TOGETHER 

A BLESSED WOMAN – WOMEN’S RETREAT 
A lot of us have heard of Mary, the mother of Jesus. We’ve heard the 

story of the angel telling her she’d have a baby who 
would be the Son of God and who would be named 
Jesus. We’ve heard of Joseph’s initial reluctance to 
marry her after learning about her pregnancy. 

We’ve heard of her trip to Bethlehem and giving birth in the stable. But 
there’s more to her story! All St. John’s women and their friends are 
invited to “A Blessed Woman,” a women’s retreat planned by Becca 
Poock, Amanda Koenecke, and Amy Floan to recharge you physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually in community with other women. We will 
explore Mary, the mother of Jesus, and how we relate to her in our own 
lives. There will be opportunities for quiet reflection, fellowship, and time 
outdoors. 
 

We will carpool from St. John’s at 6pm on Friday, February 8, to travel to 
Bethel Horizons Retreat Center in Dodgeville, WI. We will return to the 
church building at 8pm on Saturday or in time for 11:30am worship on 
Sunday. The cost is $100 for one night or $150 for two nights and includes 
lodging, food, and retreat materials. Spots are limited! Your $50 deposit 
secures your reservation. Please see Amy Floan or Amanda Koenecke 
with any questions you may have or to make your reservation. 
 

FOR MEN ONLY – FEBRUARY RETREAT AT LUTHERDALE 
What is it to be a man in today’s world? What is it 
to be a man of God? What role models can we 
look to and what friendships can we rely on? 
Come together with men of St. John’s to deepen 
your faith and build friendships in Christ. 
 

When: Friday, February 15, 5:00pm – Saturday, February 16, 4:00pm 
Where: Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI (heated cabins, with showers) 
Cost: $75 for lodging, 3 meals, supplies (due to church office by Feb 1) 
Who: Men of St. John’s and our guests 
 

This time away will allow us to relax and bond with other men of faith.  
We will support each other, read the Bible, and pray together. And we’ll 
put our hands to work on service projects around Lutherdale.  
 

Contact Scott Smith, Sean Mangold, Dave Persons, Al Crocker, or Steve 

Schmitzer with questions. Register now with Pastor Matt. 
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ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES COMING IN JANUARY 
Parenting with Love and Logic: Do you want to raise self-confident, 

motivated children who are ready for the real 

world? Are you tired of arguing with your kids? 

Would you like to put the fun back into 

parenting? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then Parenting 

with Love and Logic is for you! Facilitator Joyce Gilmour will lead a  

6-session Parenting with Love and Logic class to address these issues, 

and more, beginning Thursday, January 17, 6:30-8:00pm. To register, 

contact Amy Floan (director@stjohns-lc.org). The registration fee of $60 

per family includes class materials. Childcare is provided. 
 

Financial Peace University: What if you could be debt-free with an 

emergency fund of 3–6 months of expenses saved, all while investing for 

retirement and planning for your family’s future? Sound impossible? It’s 

not! With Dave Ramsey’s class Financial Peace University (FPU), you CAN 

take control of your money and dramatically 

change your financial and spiritual life. In  

nine 90-minute sessions, participants meet 

for conversation and support, as well as an engaging and humorous video 

featuring Dave Ramsey, financial expert and author. Sessions are hosted 

by Eric Hessler, accountant and course alum, and Kristian Finfrock, 

financial advisor and course alum. FPU will meet on Thursdays, January 

17 - March 14, from 6:30-8:00pm. To register for the course and reserve 

your materials, contact Amy Floan (director@stjohns-lc.org). Your family 

membership fee is $100 per household and includes all class materials 

and access to online resources for one year. (You can also register at the 

first session.) It’s not a magic bullet, but FPU will teach you to take control 

of your money, invest for the future, and give like never before. 
 

Diakonia: St. John’s will host the next Diakonia 

course, Practical Ministry: To Communicate 

the Gospel, on Saturday mornings, 9am-12pm, starting January 26. What 

is at the heart of the Christian faith? What kinds of messages and 

reflections do people long to hear about God? Come and learn more 

about how to speak the grace and truth of our faith. Contact the office for 

details, or visit www.scsw-elca.org/diakonia. 

mailto:director@stjohns-lc.org
mailto:director@stjohns-lc.org
http://www.scsw-elca.org/diakonia
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CARE FOR CREATION: NEW GREEN TEAM  
Climate change could push more than 100 

million people into poverty in just the next 15 

years. “Climate change hits the poorest the 

hardest,” says World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim, “and our 

challenge now is to protect tens of millions of people from falling into 

extreme poverty because of a changing climate.” Meteorologist Bob 

Lindmeier, in his presentation to us in December, reviewed the science 

and raised our sense of urgency to act now. 
 

God calls us to environmental stewardship and to care for the creation 

God has given us. This journey of care can start with our congregation! 

The ELCA strongly supports actions to reduce climate change and calls 

congregations and individuals to environmental stewardship. It’s easy to 

doubt that our efforts can make a difference. But committed, caring 

people working together is the only thing that has ever changed the 

world. Change starts small. It starts with us. 
 

Join with others for a meeting on Thursday, January 3, at 5:00pm, in the 

St. John’s Lounge. All interested individuals from the congregation and 

community are invited. 

  

WHATCHA READING?  
Christ in Our Home is a devotional resource 

published quarterly by Lutheran publisher  

Augsburg Fortress. It encourages readers to stay  

centered on their faith daily. Each day offers a short,  

one-page reflective reading. It is accompanied by a daily  

scripture reference and prayer. This resource is  

provided by our offerings and available freely to all  

at the Welcome Desk. (Pick up your January-March copy now!) 
 

Christ in Our Home is a part of St. John’s member Tonto Abey's daily life, 

and he suggests everyone add it to theirs. "At a time where life has 

thrown me some tough times, Christ in Our Home has especially been 

valuable. It reminds me of my faith." 
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EPIPHANY OPEN HOUSE AT THE POOCKS’, JANUARY 8, 5-7PM 

Complete your holiday season with the Poock family and your friends 

from St. John’s. Matt, Becca, Eleanor, Micah, and Simon welcome you for 

the ninth annual Poock Open House, on Tuesday, January 8, from 5-7pm. 

This event began the first year the Poocks moved to Evansville, always 

held around the day of Epiphany and the ending of the 12 days of 

Christmas. Epiphany is a day for visitors, remembering the wise men that 

came to visit the young Jesus. Light refreshments and joyful conversation 

make this a fun and casual gathering. If you’d like to bring an appetizer, 

let us know. Together we’ll celebrate the beginning of a new year and the 

sheer joy of friendships, new and old. Join the fellowship! 

470 W Church St, Evansville 
 

From the Poock Family:  

Dear church, we are most grateful for your 

expressions of love to us at Christmas time. 

You are a gift from God to us.  Thank you 

for your friendship.  

 

 

“SIMPLY GIVING” – 19 HOUSEHOLD CHALLENGE IN 2019 
In 2019 consider joining the 101 St. John’s households who give their 

offering electronically and automatically. Simply Giving is our electronic 

funds transfer. It’s easy to set up, and it helps keep your commitment to 

generosity. See our church office for an enrollment form. 
 

Our goal is to have 19 households enroll or 

increase their commitments with Simply Giving. 

When we reach our goal, we will draw a name, 

and the winner will receive a $100 gift certificate to Piggly Wiggly. Sign up 

or increase your giving today for your chance to win! The green 

bookmarks in the pew racks, for you to drop in the offering plate as it 

passes by, remind you of your commitment and encourage your 

neighbors in worship that you share in our mission. To start or update 

your Simply Giving commitment for 2019 –email Financial Director Cindy 

Millin, finances@stjohns-lc.org.  
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FOR THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH  
The St. John’s Mission Endowment Fund 

Some gifts last a day, like gourmet popcorn. Some gifts 

can last a lifetime, like a piece of jewelry. Few gifts last 

beyond a lifetime. A gift to St. John’s Mission 

Endowment Fund is one of those gifts that makes a 

lasting impact for God’s work in the world long after we are gone. The 

principal is invested and never withdrawn, while the interest from our 

investments is distributed annually.  
 

Two recently departed saints of our church – Phyllis Garbrecht and 

Dolores Reese – remembered St. John’s in their estate planning. It’s a way 

that their generosity continues to do God’s work into the future. Our 

Mission Endowment Fund receives gifts from memorials, wills, trusts, 

annuities, insurance, living trusts, bonds, stock, and real estate. Please 

consider a gift to St. John’s in your estate plans.  
 

The balance of the Mission Endowment Fund is currently $206,000 and 

growing. In 2018 we had $5,810 to distribute from earned interest. With 

the proposal of the committee and approval of the council, we are 

advancing God’s work in the world by generous gifts to: 

Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet ($1161) 

Lutherdale Lodge at Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI ($1161) 

Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA ($1161) 

St. John’s Capital Improvements ($1161) 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, for special needs ($581)  

AWARE Agency of Evansville ($581) 

The faithful members of the Mission Endowment Fund Committee are Shelly 

Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, Steve Krueger, and David Messling. 
 

CHARITY HIGHLIGHT: SKAALEN RETIREMENT SERVICES 
Skaalen Retirment Services’ mission is to provide excellent 

care to older adults and persons in need within a caring 

and Christian environment. Skaalen is a not-for-profit 

charitable organization affirming the dignity of all they 

serve regardless of creed, ability to pay, or payment source. Our annual 

daily ministry budget includes a commitment of $1000 for Skaalen.  
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NEWS FROM THE ELCA: “ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW” CAMPAIGN 
In August 2013 the voting members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) Churchwide Assembly overwhelmingly approved Always 

Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA with a goal of raising $198 

million. The fundraising effort, the ELCA’s first comprehensive campaign, 

formally launched on February 1, 2014, and will end June 30, 2019. As of 

October 31, more than $166.8 million and multi-year commitments, as 

well as $43.9 million in planned gifts, has been contributed to campaign 

priorities. 
 

The impact of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA will 

go far beyond the goal. It will establish a strong culture of stewardship in 

which this church will be well-positioned to do God’s 

work in Jesus’ name throughout the world, for 

decades to come. Toward this exciting project, St. 

John’s committed to giving $12,000 over 4 years. In 

our final year, 2018, we gave over $2650, bringing 

our total giving to $14,413 and surpassing our goal! 

This year the bazaar gave $1,350, and the Mission Endowment Fund gave 

$1,161 to the Campaign. The focus of 2018 was Leadership, including 

ELCA Fund for Leaders and Youth and Young Adults. Through these 

ministries, we are walking beside young adults in their faith journeys and 

supporting talented, gifted seminarians as they prepare to begin a life of 

rostered ministry. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING, ANNUAL REPORTS 
The Annual Congregational Meeting of St. John’s is scheduled for Sunday, 

January 27, at 10:45am following 9:00am worship and 10:00am 

breakfast. All members are asked to be present for the business of the 

congregation. We will hear reports, reflect on the previous year, look 

ahead to 2019, and approve our operating budget. This meeting is an 

annual reminder that together we share the responsibility and joy of 

God’s work among us. *This will take the place of the 11:30am worship 

service on January 27.  
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A Generous Church 
In 2018, St. John’s blessed our partners in ministry and society 
with gifts of support totaling over $61,000!  
 

A Teaching Church 
As an internship site, St. John’s 
has a calling to train pastors for 
tomorrow’s church. We have 
gifts to offer student pastors. 
Our 2019 budget includes 12 
months of expenses for an 
intern pastor. Just think of the 
impact we can make as we 
prepare leaders for the church 
of the future.  

FIRST-FRUITS GIVING, GOD-FIRST LIVING  
God provides all that we need. The Bible declares it. The church teaches 

it. We’ve heard people say it. But do we believe it? Do we live as though 

we trust that God will provide? St. John’s has seen it! In 2018 God 

provided the finances and resources St. John’s needed. Our offering gifts 

kept up with our ministry expenses. Praise the Lord! Thank you for your 

offering gifts for St. John’s 

throughout the year.  
 

What would it mean for your 

own financial life if you trusted God to provide all that you need? It 

means you wouldn’t live in fear. It means you could give to God’s mission 

before all the money was spent each month. You could decide ahead of 

time what to give to your church and your charities, based on your 

priorities and values, instead of giving from the leftovers, if they are any. 

The Bible calls this kind of considerate giving “first fruits” giving. As an 

ancient farmer would have pulled the best vegetables and fruits to make 

an offering to God, we aim not to give what’s left over from our living. As 

unselfishly as possible, we give to God ahead of other spending. We put 

our faith into action and trust God to provide. Challenge your giving to 

grow each year. It’s how we grow our faith. It’s how our church grows its 

impact. It’s one way we put God first.  
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COUNCIL MATTERS 
The faithful people starting a 2-year term serving on council for 2019 & 

2020 are Derek Blume, Ron Hatlen, Jennifer Kraus, Denise Paese (2nd), 

Dave Paugel, and Julia Schiefelbein-Egan (2nd). They, and six returning 

leaders, will all be commissioned for service during worship on Sunday, 

January 13. Please keep the church council and the future of our 

congregation in your prayers, for guidance, wisdom, and vision. 
 

Our gratitude goes to Steve Schneeberger, Bethany Severson, Charlie 

Thompson, and Jenny Wiedel, all of whom are completing their service. 

Their faithful leadership and love for the church has brought glory to God. 
 

Budget Matters: The church council approved an operating budget for 

2019 of $427,528. Our budget has grown every year for the past 10 years. 

This is our largest budget ever, to keep pace with our growing ministries. 

The Spirit keeps expanding our reach and impact! The council has worked 

hard to make this a manageable and faithful increase. This budget goes to 

the congregation for approval at our Annual Meeting on January 27.  
 

The 2019 proposed budget shows an increase of 8.2% over last year’s 

budget. Council has budgeted for a full year of pastoral internship, added 

raises for the staff, and allowed for new benefits for the Office Manager 

and Director of Faith Formation positions. St. John’s currently offers no 

benefits to staff other than the pastor. The council believes this is an 

important way to take care of our excellent staff team. Council also 

approved a proportionate increase in charitable giving to the synod (10%, 

for the 4th year in a row) and increases to partner organizations, including 

Lutheran Campus Ministry, Lutherdale, and the Care Closet. Our total 

charitable giving as a church will be over 11%. What a blessing to give! 
 

In order to advance our mission and fuel our ministries, our offerings 

need to grow by over $30,000 for 2019. Will you help us to expand our 

reach and increase our impact? Would you show gratitude to God by 

growing your financial contributions? We trust God to provide for us all 

and to grow us as generous followers of Jesus. 

  



January 2019 Visionotes 

Page 18 

STEPPING OUT IN FAITH… WITH KATE WETHAL 

Owner of K’s Clean Eats & Treats 

I went to college for graphic design but found 

that sitting at a desk for long hours was not good 

for me. After experiencing a health hurdle, I 

began to look at exercise and nutrition for a 

healthier lifestyle. I found that I really enjoyed 

fitness and became a personal trainer. I have 

always enjoyed cooking and began to share some 

food suggestions with clients to which several 

clients jokingly said I should cook for them. After 

looking more in depth in my clients’ fitness plans, 

I saw that their nutrition was an area that needed guidance. Eventually, I 

decided to attend Blackhawk College’s Culinary Arts program and explore 

my love for food and cooking. I had no idea that I would follow in my 

parents’ footsteps and become a business owner! 
 

With a lot of fear and uncertainty I felt moved to take a leap of faith and 

leave my regular job. This allowed me the necessary time to pursue and 

develop this business opportunity. I saw the potential of the opportunity 

and the benefits for the people in my home community and my clients at 

the gym. Apparently, it was no joke that I should be cooking for my fitness 

clients. I decided to begin preparing healthy, nutritious, ideal 

proportioned meals for my fitness clients. From there an official business 

began: “K’s Clean Eats and Treats.” I will soon outgrow my current kitchen 

at Creekside. In the next year I would also really like to assist more 

seniors in the community. 
 

This adventure has been a rollercoaster of emotions, but I know God is 

blessing me all along the way. My graphics design degree has been very 

instrumental in creating a logo, business cards and my website 

(kscleaneatsandtreats.com), and my years of working for my parents’ 

business has helped prepare me for ownership of my own business. God 

has blessed me through the gift of relationships as I assist people with 

their dietary needs by providing nutritious meals and treats that are 

gluten-free, very low in sodium, and locally sourced.  
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STEPPING OUT IN FAITH… WITH JENNY WIEDEL 

Owner of The Grove Market 

An early mid-life crisis. That’s what I jokingly tell people when they ask 

how I made a jump from the field of teaching to a culinary business 

owner. “Crisis” sounds a bit dramatic but a few years ago I was in 

somewhat of a dark spot in life. At the time, my husband and I were 

undergoing fertility treatments and exploring family building options. My 

teaching career, while honorable and important, felt heavy. I prayed. A 

lot. I also started cooking. When I was preparing food and feeding others, 

I felt light and joy-filled. While my prayers for a baby weren’t answered, I 

truly believe that God was working on my life and 

giving me a new vision of a calling. I started meeting 

inspiring individuals in the food world and began 

dreaming about creating a food business. In a giant 

leap of faith, I applied to the Culinary Arts program at 

Blackhawk Technical College. 
 

Throughout my time in culinary school, I could feel God 

shaping my business idea. My plan grew and evolved, and The Grove 

Market was born. My goal was to open a place that served really delicious 

food. But, more importantly, I wanted the highlight of The Grove Market 

to be about the people behind the plates. I wanted to honor area farmers 

and producers by selling their goods in a retail area, as well as using their 

ingredients in the meals prepared at the market. I also wanted to offer 

busy individuals and families the option of taking a nourishing meal home 

to enjoy, or provide the option to dine in and linger at a table. Working 

towards opening the doors at The Grove Market has not been without 

challenges. But it has been a faith-filled dream come true. 
 

The Grove Market, 24 East Main Street, is open Thursday and Friday, 

10am-8pm, and Saturday, 10am-3pm with expanded hours coming in the 

new year. Gluten free, vegetarian and vegan menu and take-home meal 

options are available. Dine in, carry out, or take a meal home for the 

whole family. The Grove Market is a “no tipping business, however we 

accept contributions that are donated to local non-profit organizations.” 

The Grove Market will have an official Grand Opening on Saturday, 

January 12.  
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REACHING OUT: WAYS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

ANNUAL HUNGER MISSION PROJECT 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 3, 2019. This time of mission 

and service returns to St. John’s for the eighth consecutive year. On 

Sunday, February 3, from 10:00am – 11:30am, 

we will participate in an on-site mission project 

for Kids Against Hunger. 
 

Every 6 seconds a child dies (nearly 16,000 every 

day) because of hunger and related causes.  

15.3 million children under 18 in the United States live in households 

where they are unable to consistently access enough nutritious food 

necessary for a healthy life. Kids Against Hunger is a nonprofit 

organization whose mission is to end these tragedies. Kids Against Hunger 

packages and ships highly nutritious, life-saving meals to starving and 

malnourished children in developing countries and the United States. 
 

In under two hours, we will package nutritionally rich meals full of 

proteins, carbohydrates, and vitamins that are easily digestible – perfect 

for a malnourished body and mind. The contents of each meal cost $0.21, 

and we’ll package 15,000 meals! We’ll pool our dollars together for the 

$3,150 needed to pay for the food and the logistics to get the food to 

hungry children. Roughly 70 St. John’s mission workers will be needed to 

package the meals. Plan to join us! 

  

STAY CONNECTED WITH ST. JOHN’S 
Website: StJohns-LC.org 

 

Facebook: facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-Church- 

Evansville-WI-145437998849063/ 

(no account needed to view) 

Twitter: twitter.com/StJohns_53536 

(no account needed to view) 

Daily Nudge sign-up (text message devotions): 

trunc.us/dB47CB 
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CONFIRMATION MINISTRY SERVES OUR GLOBAL NEIGHBORS 
In December, our Confirmation students put their hands to use doing 

God’s work as they rolled bandages that will be sent around the world 

with Global Health Ministries. The pictures below show just a glimpse of 

their work.  

Top left: Kaden Yeager, Dillon Elliott; Top right: Drew and Alisa Sunness; 
Bottom left: CJ McCullough, Pastor Matthew Poock, Andrew Wickersham; 
Bottom right: Brianna Grover, Caleb Maguigad 
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SHARING LIFE TOGETHER – MEET RON HATLEN… 
Ron Hatlen currently lives in Sun Prairie with 

Sharon (the love of his life). He’s originally 

from Evansville and has many fond memories 

of growing up on a dairy farm about 5 miles 

south of Evansville with his parents, sister, and 

two brothers. They were members of nearby 

Cooksville Lutheran Church where Ron 

confirmed his faith. In 1982 his second job out 

of college took him to Wausau, WI, where Ron ended up living for over 25 

years. For the majority of his time in Wausau, he worked for an insurance 

company in their retirement plan department with his last position being 

a regional pension consultant. (Correction: Ron did not work in medical 

equipment sales profession as listed in the December Visionotes.) In 2011 

Ron moved to the Madison area. By then his parents had become 

members of St. John’s. He joined St. John’s in 2012 as it gave him the 

opportunity to again be in the same church family with his parents. 
 

How and why do you give back to St. John’s? 

As a church member Ron enjoys attending Sunday worship and is thankful 

to be able to assist with worship services whenever needed. He is also a 

newly elected member to Church Council. When looking at our Annual 

Reports and seeing the depth and breadth of the Lord’s work being done 

through St. John’s, Ron knows his financial gifts are being used wisely. 
 

What do you like about St. John’s? 

Ron is confident in Pastor Matt’s leadership and the direction he has 

taken and continues to take the church. The friendships that Ron has 

made while at St. John’s have been extremely meaningful to him. Ron is 

thankful to be welcomed as part of the St. John’s family! 

 

BRING SOAP FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
With a New Year we resume our collections for 

Lutheran World Relief kits. Now is the time to 

bring bars of soap and place them in the collection bins in the Gathering 

Area. Note the new location for all LWR projects and ministry collections.  
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MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS): JULY 29 – AUGUST 2, 2019 
The theme for Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2019 

has been chosen! Save Monday-Friday, July 29 – 

August 2, 2019, for a week of an awesome 

journey through space, exploring where God's 

power can take us.  VBS: To Mars and Beyond 

uses power launcher music, spectacular science, 

crafty crafts, recreation for a mission, and fantastic Bible stories to help 

kids (and leaders) discover how to “go beyond” with our faith!  

 

CHRISTMAS SHOWS US THE POWER OF THE KING 
St. John’s children, ages 3 through 5th grade, enthusiastically shared The 

Power of the KING during worship on Sunday, December 16. All in 

attendance were treated to a musical that told the story of Christmas.  

A special thanks 
to director  
Becca Poock.  
Also thanks to 
technical director 
Einar Floan and 
stage manager 
Chris Cole. 
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ON THE HORIZON: MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS  
 January 4, 7:00-11:00pm – UP ALL NIGHT 

 January 6, 10:15am – SUNDAY MORNING YOUTH GROUP RESUMES 

 January 9, 6:00-7:30pm – CONFIRMATION RESUMES 

 January 13, 10:15am – CROSS+GEN B.A.S.I.C. 

 

ON THE HORIZON: HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS 
 January 9, 7:30-9:00pm – SWEET WEDNESDAYS RESUME 

 January 16, 7:30-9:00pm – RIVER HEROES summer trip meeting 

All participants should plan to attend this meeting about the summer 

trip to canoe down and clean up some rivers in northern Wisconsin. 

We will continue to strengthen our relationships, discuss fundraising 

plans, and prepare our hearts and minds for this week of adventure 

and service. 

 January 18-20 – QUAKE in Wisconsin Dells 

We will return to the Dells for a weekend at Quake, a fun-filled faith 

experience with a captivating speaker and a great worship band. Put 

this on your calendar and plan to come along! It’s not too late to join 

Seth Grover, Blake Elliott, Jasmine Elliott, and Amy Floan! Contact 

Amy Floan to learn more. 

 February 4, 8:00am-6:00pm – SKI/SNOWBOARD TRIP to Cascade 

All high school youth and their friends are 

invited to spend a day skiing or riding at 

Cascade Mountain. $30 includes lunch ($5 

more if you want a lesson). Forms and money 

are due by January 14. 

 July 14-19 – RIVER HEROES ADVENTURE/SERVICE TRIP 

So far, 13 of our high school youth have committed to participating in 

next summer’s adventure/service trip. We will canoe on the 

Namekagon River, practicing Christian creation stewardship by 

cleaning up the river. 

RSVP now to come 

with us!  
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CARL’S CONTEMPLATIONS: “I’M RICH” 
By Carl Korfmacher 
I stumbled across an old picture not long ago. It was taken on July 4, 
1937. A boy’s first birthday and his grandfather’s 67th. What struck me 
most was the “old” man’s appearance. He was gaunt, his hands gnarled, 
his hair wispy and white. I know a lot of men of this age, and they look far 
younger. He looked like he could be 100. A lifetime of toil lay behind him. 
His feet were so swollen with arthritis that he had to shove cotton in his 
shoes to walk. He was prosperous for his time – a dairy farmer who 
milked cows by hand for decades and eventually the owner of a car 
dealership and hardware store. His death came only a few months later. 

I have been contemplating the nature of wealth lately and have 
concluded that I am an extraordinarily rich man. When I told Krista this, 
she said, “rich in love, right?” I said, “no, I mean money – material 
things.” She looked at me like I was crazy. I’m not making a claim to be 
any wealthier than the average St. John’s member or Evansville resident. 
Wealth is a relative concept. It all depends on whom we compare 
ourselves to. Just for fun, let’s think about how rich we are. I think you 
could make an argument that if your income is in the top 5% that would 
meet the definition of “rich.” Would you agree? 

According to Investopedia, if you make over $32,000 a year, you are in 
the top 1% of the 7.5 billion people on this planet. I’m not sure what you 
need to be in the top 5% but it’s a pretty low number. Now let’s add to 
that all the people who have ever lived. A brief web search reveals a 
consensus that 108 billion people have lived and died on planet earth 
since humans were created. The richest person on the planet 150 years 
ago was subject to premature death from all sorts of things, had no 
telephone, no car, no radio, no air conditioning, and no electricity. 
Bloodletting was still a sovereign cure for many diseases. I can only 
conclude that most of us are far wealthier than anyone living before 
1900. If you include all those people and you make over $32,000 in a 
year, you are one of the richest 0.07% of people who have ever lived. 

It is tempting to focus on what we don’t have, what others have, and 
what we once had. But for a moment this New Year, let us consider the 
simple blessings that have come our way: the warmth from our furnace, 
the hot shower in the morning, the car that we drive to church, the 
antibiotics that clear up our sinus infection, the phone that allows us to 
talk to distant relatives, the airplane that brings them close, the book we 
read next to the fireplace, the prescription that keeps our heart beating, 
the life force that glows in the face of children and in the hearts of all. 
Gifts of God, every one.   
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Those Who Are Ill 

 

St. John’s Members 
John Longfield 
Sandi Spanton-Nelson 
Shawn Lynn 
Katrina Thompson 
Dennis Matzinger 

Samantha Jozefowicz  
Louise Korfmacher 
Jeanette Almond 
Harlow Philips 
Sue Daniel 

Jane Anderson 
Pat Carlsen 
Einar Floan 
Sue Farnsworth 
Betty Wall 

 

Family and Friends 
Catherine Schuett 
Terry McKinney 
Heidi Howe 
Neil Kuenzli 
Patti Chronquist 
Dale Sperry 
Henley Rein 
Laurie Knetter 
Nancy Trowbridge 

Patty Slatter 
Chris Schumann 
Carson Bremmer 
Darlene Thiel 
Felicia Moy 
Merry Lawrence 
Matilda Koser 
Rich Chronquist 
Nancy Krake 

Scott Leetzow 
Sophie Rotzoll 
Rick Ketchum 
Shauna Boland 
Kennedy LaRue 
Darcey Markestad 
Jeff Gier 
Isaac Johnson 
Cheryl Stensvad 

 

Missionaries: 
Rev. Colin and Rev. Jeni Grangaard & family, in Jerusalem/West Bank 
Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke & family, in Botswana 
 

Men and Women in Service: 
Josh Beyerl, Justin Delorit, Sabrina Elmer, Aaron Hoff, Daniel Johnson, 
John Juen, Jacob Thiele, Nate Madsen, Brad Miller, Bailey Olin, Tyler 
Schnell, Hunter Speropulos, Mark Trawicki, Mitch Viken 
 

Special Blessings to: 
Maverick Kramer, son of Justin and Stacey Kramer, on his baptism.   

GRATITUDE AND BLESSINGS FROM THE GARBRECHTS 
We would like to thank the St. John's family of members for the love, 
support, and sympathy given to us at the funeral of Phyllis Garbrecht. 
We appreciate the wonderful service and luncheon afterwards. St. 
John’s and Evansville have been home for our family for 44 years, and 
now we move on without our parents. May God continue to nourish 
and bless this congregation and its ministries. 

Peace - The Garbrecht family- Jim, Kathy, Carol, & John 
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ST. JOHN’S MISSION  
Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching Within… 

Because GOD reaches out to us. 

POINTS OF PRAYER 
Together we lift up these prayer concerns. Start by reading the prayer 

topic and “holding” those people or that situation before God. Say the 

topic over and over in your mind, or aloud, and raise it before God. Then 

continue in agreement with the petition of prayer. We pray: 

 For the New Year 
God of beginnings, you gave your Son so that we might have 

forgiveness and a fresh start every day. Let this New Year be a time to 

re-commit ourselves to loving you with our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength. Give us the faith to put you first in our lives. Give us the 

strength to do your will and to truly love our neighbors. 

 For the new Wisconsin and U.S. administrations 

Almighty God, guide the new political leaders of our state and 

country. Direct their hearts and minds to advocate for the poor, the 

orphan, and the widow. Lead them to decisions that promote peace 

and justice. Inspire them to be servant leaders as You showed us. 
 For the total wellness of our lives 

Creator God, you have blessed us with bodies, minds, emotions, 

relationships, finances, and much more. Give us courage to put the 

busyness of the world aside and embrace the wellness You desire for 

us. Empower us to care for these invaluable pieces of our lives that we 

may be stronger and healthier for Your service. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

PRAYER TEAM 

For your prayer requests – big and small, the Prayer Team of St. John’s is 
ready. Our Prayer Team has placed prayer cards in the welcome books 
and in the pew racks. For any need of prayer – healing, confession, 
sadness, decision-making, and more – please fill out a prayer card, and 
place it in the offering plate or in the office. For more information on the 
prayer team, contact the church office or Becca Poock 608-490-3144.
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