
June/July 2019 

V  i  s  i  o  n  o  t  e  s 

Omelet Brunch  
Sunday, June 9, following 9am worship 

 

Encounters with Heaven Harp Concert 
Tuesday, June 25, 7:00pm (p. 8) 

 

Pig Roast and Potluck Picnic 
Saturday, July 20, 6:15pm (p. 5) 

 

Reflections from our Graduates (p. 10) 
 

To Mars and Beyond: VBS 2019 
July 29 - August 2 (p. 17)  
  

Confirmation students a band to sing and play instruments for the 

Offering Song during youth-led worship in mid-May. (Pictured from 

left to right: Kira Tortomasi, Makiya Green, Samantha Ihlenfeldt, 

Pastor Matt, Braeden Koenecke, Carl Korfmacher, and Colton Richards) 
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  ST. JOHN’S STAFF 
Pastor  Matthew Poock 
Vicar  Maria Bonine 
Director of Faith Formation Amy Floan 
Office Manager  Emily Schmitzer 
Outreach Coordinator Amanda Koenecke 
Custodian  Ken Johnson 
Financial Director  Cindy Millin 
Music Director  Sharon Magee 
Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole 
Childcare Director  Ashley Thompson 
Ministry Coordinator Carolyn Butts 
Faith Community Nurse Jan Schuh 

 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
President  Sean Mangold 
Vice President/Parish Education Sue Reese 
Secretary/Music and Worship Denise Paese 
Treasurer/Building and Grounds Brandon Mohrbacher 
Fellowship  Karen Reese 
Human Resources  Jennifer Kraus 
Life and Growth  Ron Hatlen 
Memorials  Mark Brusberg 
Mutual Ministry  Julia Schiefelbein-Egan 
Social Concerns  Brenda Muth 
Stewardship  David Paugel 
Youth Ministry  Derek Blume 
Youth Representative Kaitlynn Finfrock 

 

Mission Endowment Committee Shelly Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, 
 Steve Krueger, David Messling 

Mutual Ministry Committee Diana Crans, Kaye Crocker, Becky Heimerl, 
Gary Hoff, Barb Howard, Noel Oscar, Bethany Severson 

 

COME, LET US WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER! 

SATURDAYS @ 5:00pm 
SUNDAYS @ 9:00am and 10:30am 
B.A.S.I.C. learning hour for all ages 

Sundays 10:15am - 11:15am (Sept-May) 
 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  

Call the church office at 608-882-4044 

Visit our website at www.StJohns-LC.org 
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Walking by Faith-The Wellbeing of Wholeness 
By Vicar Maria Bonine 

I’ve never been disciplined enough to be have a 

regular exercise routine. My heart and mind 

(along with my family physician) have told me it 

would be a good idea not only for physical 

wellness but also for emotional and spiritual 

wellbeing. Until recently I could never name a 

physical activity I did regularly that may be viewed as “exercise.” 
 

For years I have heard stories of how awesome it feels after a rigorous 

workout, or how an exhilarating run can get you pumped up for the day. 

Thinking about either wears me out. I’m more of a slow-paced, live-each-

little-moment kind of person. 
 

Now walking – either alone, with a friend, or a group of people – that’s 

totally my style. And I have found that, like rigorous exercise, I feel 

awesome afterward. With a few hilly inclines, walking can be rigorous and 

exhilarating, especially if surprised by barking dogs. When out for a walk, 

physically my body is up and moving like a well-oiled machine (most 

days), and emotionally and spiritually I feel reset and recharged, ready for 

whatever the day ahead entails.   
 

The walking route doesn’t matter; I always start somewhere and end up 

right back where I started. I’ve been known to shed some tears while out 

on a walk, to pray, and to have meaningful conversations with walking 

partners. I often exercise in complete silence, focusing on breathing in 

and breathing out. It’s not a race; it’s exercise of the heart, mind and soul. 

Like brushing my teeth each morning or putting on my shoes, walking has 

become a daily routine, even if only for a few laps in the Ace parking lot.  
 

Regular walks are an essential part of my overall well-being, and I ponder 

how doing so is similar to faith. Has anyone ever encouraged you to 

“exercise your faith”?  I’ve heard this line countless times and have 

shared it probably even more. I wonder if people get turned off and worn 

out simply by hearing the phrase (like I did with the thought of 

establishing a workout or running routine). 
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Exercising one’s faith is also a routine that can be established. Like the 
first early morning wake-up to lace up the shoes and get a good walk in, 
exercising faith takes willingness. 
 

It is much easier to stay home curled up in a blanket sleeping or to sip 
coffee and fret over the worries of life than it is to go on a walk or to 
exercise your faith or to go out on a limb, trusting God that no matter 
what “things will be ok.” Like a comfortable walking pace and a make-it-
up-as-you-go walking route, our days are lived with a start and a finish, a 
wake up and a lie down to sleep. 
 

Our bodies and minds benefit from movement and rest just as our faith 
benefits from trials and triumphs. The ups and downs of our daily lives 
are opportunities to exercise physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Our 
faith is put to the test, and our bodies respond. Are your heart and mind 
more in tune to the rigorous exhilaration of a workout, or the leisurely 
stroll of a walk? Are you a runner or a walker? 
 

Your pace doesn’t really matter. It’s much more important to truly know 
yourself well enough so that you do choose to exercise your body and 
your faith. Whether it’s for your physical, emotional, or spiritual well-
being, taking that first step makes all the difference.  
 

The wholeness of life is lived out in exercising our faith, taking one step at 
a time on our journey. While our routes and routines may be different, 
our start and finish points are all the same – in God. In exercising our 
faith, we trust that God walks (or runs) with us every step of the way.  

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint.   - Isaiah 40:30-31 

ST. JOHN’S WELCOME STATEMENT 
Jesus commands us to love one another. We welcome all, regardless 

of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to 
addictions, physical or mental health, past misdeeds, socio-economic 
circumstances, immigration status, or anything that too often divides 

us. We welcome and celebrate diversity and uniqueness. 
We welcome you. 
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SUMMER PRAYER LABYRINTH WALKS 
We will continue our monthly prayer labyrinth walks throughout the 

summer. Join Pastor Matt and others on Saturday, June 15, at 9am and 

Wednesday, July 10, at 7pm for our next prayer walks at the Labyrinth. 

REACHING UP: WORSHIP & PRAYER 
June 1 & 2… Romans 6:1-14 (The Power of Resurrection) 

 Last Week of Easter Series “To Infinity and Beyond!” 

 Baccalaureate Service, Sunday, 9:00am 

June 8 & 9… Acts 2:1-4; Romans 8:18-39 (Festival of Pentecost) 

 We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit. Wear red! 

 Omelet Brunch, Sunday 10:00am 

June 15 and 16… Psalm 113 (God Stoops Down) 

 “Sing a New Song” Week 1 – Psalm of Praise 

Wednesday, June 19, 7:00pm… Blessing of Pets and Animals 

 Brief Outdoor Worship Service,  St. John’s lawn 

June 22 and 23… Psalm 69:1-16 (When the Floods Rise) 

 “Sing a New Song” Week 2 – Psalm of Lament 

June 29 and 30… Psalm 27:1-6 (My Light and My Salvation) 

 “Sing a New Song” Week 3 – Psalm of Trust 

July 6 and 7… Psalm 40:1-10 (A New Song) 

 “Sing a New Song” Week 4 – Psalm of Thanksgiving 

July 13 and 14… Hebrews 1:1-4 (God Has Spoken) 

July 20 and 21… Hebrews 2:10-18 (Praise for Those Being Tested) 

July 27 and 28… Hebrews 4:14-5:10 (Jesus the Great High Priest) 

 

FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUMMER 
Omelet Brunch – After 9am worship on Sunday, June 9, we’ll enjoy a 

delicious time of fellowship. Our St. John’s chefs will be ready to cook 

your omelet of choice. Come to kick off summer and celebrate the 

blessings of life. Proceeds benefit the high school youth trip to be River 

Heroes in northern Wisconsin. Invite your friends! 
 

Pig Roast and Picnic Potluck – Saturday, July 20, 6pm, will be our 

summer Pig Roast and Picnic Potluck following 5:00pm worship. Invite 

your neighbors for an evening of worship and feasting.  
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“I will sing, sing a new song; 

How long to sing this song” 

-U2’s song “40”,  

               inspired by Psalm 40 

SING A NEW SONG: A 4-WEEK SERIES ON PSALMS 
“What’s so powerful about the Psalms are, as well 

as they’re being gospel and songs of praise, they 

are also the blues.” - Bono from the band U2 
 

Bono said that about the songbook of scripture, 

that is, our 150 Psalms found in the middle of the Bible. The words to 

U2’s song “40” are directly inspired from 

Psalm 40. The band commonly ends their 

concerts with “40,” with band members 

leaving the stage one by one and the 

audience continuing to sing the Psalm. 
 

The Psalms express a wide range of emotion in our relationship with God. 

From June 16 to July 7, we’ll dive into four Psalms of different kinds – a 

psalm each of praise (113), lament (69), trust (27), and thanksgiving (40). 

This continues a series from last summer when we dwelt on five different 

Psalms. Our worship services will be saturated with some of the best 

known Psalms, using Psalm verses to confess our sins, pray, and bless. 

The reference to each will be noted in the bulletin. Also expect us to 

chant the Psalms, since they are as good for singing as they are for quiet 

meditation. We may also hear some extra songs in the sermons. 
 

A five-week series on the New Testament book Hebrews will see us 

through July and into August, followed by three weeks focusing on the 

Biblical notion of “REST” as we approach Labor Day. 
 

BLESSING OF PETS AND ANIMALS  
Do you have a pet that you love? God loves animals, too! Let’s bring them 

to worship! On Wednesday, June 19, at 7:00pm on the church lawn, 

we’ll have a brief worship service with blessing of our pets. Bring your 

cats and dogs, as well as goats, chickens, and other easily portable 

animals. Expect about 30 minutes together, with songs, scripture, 

prayers, a 1:1 blessing, and play time. We’ll also speak the names of pets 

who have died. June 19 is a fitting day for this, as it happens to be 

Garfield the Cat Day, National Pets in Film Day, and National Eat an Oreo 

Day. (Sure, that’s a stretch, but we will have Oreos for refreshments!)  
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“Prayer is the most concrete 

way to make our home in God.” 

-Henri Nouwen, Dutch Catholic 

priest, professor, writer,  

1932-1996 

SHARING PRAYER REQUESTS AND SPONTANEOUS PRAYER 
The “Prayers of the Church” is a time in worship each 
week when we lift up prayers for God’s people, the world, 
and all those in need. Usually these prayers are carefully 
crafted and prepared. Written prayers are a wonderful 
way of thoughtfully connecting to God on behalf of the 
community. But prayer can also be spoken spontaneously, 
in the moment, as they need arises or is expressed. 
 

During our 4-week series on Psalms, June 16-July 7, our 
worship leaders are going to receive our prayer requests right during 
worship and pray for them spontaneously. The congregation will be 
invited to raise their hands and suggest a prayer concern. After we 
receive several requests, our worship leaders, including Pastor Matt and 
Vicar Maria, will turn those requests into prayers. This less formal, in-the-
moment way to pray will be familiar to those in our youth ministries. It 
will give the congregation an 
opportunity to hear how other 
people speak to God right from the 
heart, spontaneously, in the moment. 
It will only take a little bit of boldness 
to raise your voice in worship and 
make a request for prayer. 
 

BLESSING OF A HOUSE – “IT HELPED IT FEEL LIKE HOME” 
House blessings date back to the very early days of 
Christianity. This special event includes scripture 
readings, prayers, and making the sign of the cross 
throughout the home. Household residents, a pastor or 
ministry leader, and any invited guests move from room 
to room during the blessing. It’s also appropriate to light 
candles or even share a simple communion meal or light 
refreshments. Pastor Matt has led many house blessings 

in Evansville. Many people request a house blessing after moving into a 
new home or after a signficant event (birth, death, anniversary, 
milestone). But any time is a good time do to this, and it can be done 
annually. Vicar Maria recently blessed the home of Denise Paese. Denise 
says that “the house blessing helped it feel like home, more comfortable. 
It was meaningful to have the support and connection with my church 
family to my home life.” If you would like a House Blessing, contact the 
church office to schedule a visit with Pastor Matt or Vicar Maria. Or, you 
can also pick up a House Blessing resource to do on your own.   
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REACHING WITHIN: SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FRIENDSHIP 
ENCOUNTERS WITH HEAVEN HARPIST CONCERT 
Harpist Karin Gunderson and vocalist Amanda Pace will 
present a concert, Encounters with Heaven, on Tuesday, 
June 25, at 7:00pm, in the St. John’s sanctuary. Their 
repertoire includes beautiful renditions of peaceful Christian 
music, beloved hymns, and a few popular favorites. They’ll 
also share true stories of those who have experienced God’s surprising 
presence. Karin plays the harp for hospice patients as they are dying. Her 
stories will inspire our hope in God’s grace. A reception will follow the 
concert. 
 

INTERNSHIP MATTERS – MEET NANCY GIDDINGS 
August 10-11 will be Vicar Maria’s farewell and blessing.  
August 31 we welcome Vicar Nancy as our pastoral intern. 

Greetings, I am Nancy Giddings, and I am looking 
forward to spending a year learning from you and 
growing with you as your intern. I am a third career 
seminary student, but my most important titles are 
mom, nana and grandma. I have two adult daughters 

and two adult stepdaughters and six grandchildren. I was widowed six 
years ago, and God called me for another job, pastor. My dog, Winky, and 
I are both excited about moving to Evansville. My husband and I bowled 
for many years with the American Blind Bowlers Association, and I am still 
involved in a blind dart league in the Twin Cities. I have also been 
involved in WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America), both as a synodical leader and on the Executive Board. I am 
looking forward to meeting all of you and working side by side for God's 
glory. 
 

FAITH FRIENDING! 
Would you like to meet someone to attend worship 
with or go to an upcoming Center Stage Series 
event? Do you already comfortably attend these 
events by yourself but would welcome the 
opportunity to make a new friend? Enjoy food and conversation on 
Thursday, June 13, at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Amanda 
Koenecke at outreach@stjohns-lc.org or 608-882-4044 with questions or 
to RSVP by Monday, June 10. Childcare may be available; contact Amanda 
to learn more.  

mailto:outreach@stjohns-lc.org
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
David and Jill Karr with Stella (10) came to St. John’s 

after being referred by friends and immediately felt 

welcome; they liked the sense of community here. 

David works as a marketing manager and enjoys 

golfing. Jill is a homemaker and part-time substitute 

teacher and enjoys hosting gatherings. Stella likes swimming and anything 

with music. As a family they enjoy playing games and being together. 
 

Danny Crans joined St. John’s because it is his wife 

Christina’s lifelong church. Pastor Matt married them 

in 2016. They have one son, Camden (9mos), recently 

baptized. Danny is an electrician who likes golfing, 

playing video games, sports, and fishing. 
 

Mike Seffrood started attending St. John’s after his 

former church, Albany Lutheran, closed. Mike likes 

that he has other family that attend St. John’s and 

enjoys the welcome feeling he has had, as well as the 

sermons. Mike is employed as a foreman and enjoys 

doing anything outside and any physical labor. 
 

Kerry and Jill Johnson found St. John’s after looking for 

a church where all are welcome without strict rules and 

rigid beliefs. Also joining are their two children, Addie 

(7) and Hunter (5). Kerry is employed as a correctional 

officer and Jill as a reading interventionist. Outside of 

work they enjoy family time outdoors, swimming, sports and hanging out 

with other friends. 
 

Meg Krake was baptized and confirmed at St. John’s 

and is returning after some time at other Lutheran 

congregations. After losing her sister a year ago, she 

found comfort from Pastor Matt and the rest of the 

congregation; St. John’s feels like home again. Meg 

works as an interventional radiologist in Madison and enjoys yoga, 

practicing her music skills, and watching the Brewers.  
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“GOD IS IN MY LIFE” BY MARIA MESSLING, CONFIRMAND 
I believe God is in my life in many ways both big and 

small. I see God in my life through the good times and 

the bad. I see God when new friendships are created 

and positive memories are made. I feel God’s presence 

when I hear laughter and see big smiles. I also see God 

when loved ones pull through after countless prayers 

were said asking God to heal their sickness or injuries. 

I see God when people are able to accept their 

current situation and live in happiness. I also see God when people come 

together and get over their differences to help others after a nautral 

disaster or crisis. I feel that God has been present in my life in many ways, 

and will continue to be there for me throughout my faith journey. [Note: 

Maria’s father David was in an ATV accident in November 2016, which he 

survived and is living strong as a quadripelegic.] 

 

TESTIMONIES FROM OUR HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
“My wilderness mission trip and my involvement 

with the church has taught me to see God all 

around me. Seeing someone doing something nice 

or doing it myself is the most obvious way I see God 

and carry out God’s work.” – Henry Korfmacher, 

EHS graduating senior 

 

“I feel God’s guidance while I’m out on rides with 

my horse. I feel a connection with the great earth God created for me to 

live in. This connection renews my faith each week, 

and I am truly able to explain my thoughts and 

feelings to God. I feel God’s love the greatest when 

I am working with my animals. My connections 

with animals and nature through my faith has 

guided me to choose to major in Animal Science 

next year at UW-River Falls. I will continue to live 

out my faith journey through the next steps in my 

life.” – Emma Jorgensen, EHS graduating senior  



June/July 2019 Visionotes 

Page 11 

“I did not have a church to call home until my 8th 

grade year. One of my friends invited me to go to 

confirmation class at St. John’s, and I said yes. At 

first I enjoyed them because I gained a lot of 

knowledge about the Bible that I previously didn’t 

have, but then I kept going because I found it to be 

enjoyable due to Pastor Matt, my small group, and 

the activities that we did. That year, my family 

started going to st. John’s and eventually joined the church. We all found 

a sense of belonging there that came very naturally. The service days , 

readings, ushering, and the mission trip I participated in also helped me 

better understand myself and my faith. Without St. John’s and my faith 

in God, I wouldn’t have learned the importance of serving others and 

the community I live in. I’m now more apt to seek out opportunities to 

continue this during my time at UW-Madison.” –Ben Ross, EHS 

graduating senior 

 

“I have been heavily involved in many aspects of 

our church,  including Confirmation, Vacation 

Bible School, Sunday School, Sweet Wednesdays, 

Church Council, mission trips, and more. These 

experiences have definitely changed how I 

function on a day to day basis. No matter where I 

am or who I am with, I take three minutes out of my busy schedule each 

day to pray for my church family, those I have had the privilege to meet, 

those which I have only seen at service, my fellow council members, the 

youth who may not come to church anymore, the young children that I 

hear singing after service, future members and guests of our church, and 

everywhere in between. The wide variety of personalities at our church 

has also taught me to be welcoming and understanding. Without the 

opportunity to meet and engage with such a diverse community, I would 

not be who I am today. St. John’s has prepared me for so much in my life, 

and I could not be more thankful for the challenges and opportunities 

that the church has faced me with, to form me into the woman I am 

today and construct me to be equipped to take on the next chapter in my 

life.” – Kaitlynn Finfrock, EHS graduating senior  
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REACHING OUT: SERVICE & INVITATION 

“SHARE THE ADVENTURE”: LUTHERDALE CAPITAL APPEAL 
How have you experienced the power of prayer? In 

1944, area pastors and church leaders sat on a log 

together in a deep wooded area dreaming about the 

possibilities for the future. Together they prayed 

Lutherdale into being. The very log they sat on was 

carved into a fireplace mantle and is in the camp dining hall today.  
 

Vision for future ministry opportunities is at the heart of Lutherdale’s 

current project to build a new hotel-style lodge. With ministries now 

serving more adults and seniors, the need for accessible lodging and 

meeting spaces is past due.  
 

Ground was broken for the new lodge in fall 2018, and Phase 1 is 

expected to be open by 2020! Great progress has been made on the shell 

and many helping hands and servant hearts are working on the new 

facility. (St. John’s has committed to bringing a team of 15 workers to 

help build the new Lutherdale Lodge this summer on June 14-15, June 

28-29, and July 26-27. Work begins at 9am and concludes at 5pm each 

day. Contact Amy Floan to sign up to be part of the work crew.) 
 

Through continued prayer for the project and the faithfulness of 

Lutherdale’s owner-churches (including us), $2.6 million of the $2.9 

million goal has been raised thus far for the opening of Phase 1. After 

prayerful consideration, our St. John’s Share the Adventure Team has set 

a goal for St. John’s households to contribute $25,000 directly to 

Lutherdale in support of the Phase 1 lodge project. On June 8-9 we will 

have the opportunity to make our household commitments.   
 

As faithful disciples, our prayer is that St. John’s people would recognize 

the ways camp affects one’s faith. In gratitude we want to invest in the 

lives and faith of others who will forever be changed through the 

ministries and serenity that Lutherdale offers.  
 

As a congregation we want to actively support Lutherdale not only by 

attending camp, but especially through our prayers and financial 

commitments. We also want you and your family to be a part of the 

future of Lutherdale. In the days ahead we invite you to prayerfully 

consider how you may be able to contribute to the Share the Adventure 

Capital Appeal. Together we’ll help answer the prayers said on that log.  
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CHARITY HIGHLIGHT: EVANSVILLE ECUMENICAL CARE CLOSET 
Our 2019 budget includes a commitment of $1,000 to 

the Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet. St. John’s has 

generously supported the Care Closet since it began, 

through special appeals, food donations, and 

volunteer workers. In 2018 we began giving financial 

support from our weekly offerings. For 2019 we have 

doubled our commitment of intentional support.  
 

The Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet is a collaborative ministry of local 

churches. Pastor Matt currently serves as president. At 206 S. Madison 

Street, the Care Closet offers a food pantry and re-sale store of gently 

used household items and clothing. Proceeds from the store help 

purchase food for the pantry. All people are welcome to shop in the 

store, and customers may use the food pantry once a month. Your gifts of 

donated food, clothing household goods, and money are always 

welcome. If you are interested in volunteering at the Care Closet, contact 

Manager Jeanette Jones at 882-4532. 

 

STEWARDSHIP WORD OF THE MONTH 
Private or Personal – Money is one of those 

topics that people tend to avoid in social conversations. (Sadly, religion is 

sometimes another one.) Our culture has made finances to be a very 

private matter. You have to know someone pretty well to ask them how 

much they paid for their house, the amount of their annual salary, or 

their total liquid assets. Is it a good thing that we treat our finances so 

privately? What if we dropped our defenses about money? What if we 

truly believed that money is a gift from God and that it’s our job to 

manage it? Instead of holding our money so privately to our hearts, we 

could learn a lot from each other through honest talk about money; we 

could better encourage each other to use our money well. Our finances 

don’t have to be private. Yes, they will probably always be a very personal 

matter. But our personal finances also impact many other people. When 

we pool our personal finances together in generosity, we can do 

something more, something greater as a community. In this way, our 

personal finances become beautifully communal, and even holy.  
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BEHIND THE SCENES WITH ST. JOHN’S: YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Ministry includes learning and faith formation alongside service 

and fellowship. Our ministries for youth focus on building the faith of 

children of all ages, from birth through high 

school: Splash! (children under 3 and their 

families), B.A.S.I.C. 

(3-year-olds through 

5th grade), Vacation Bible School (3-year-olds 

through 5th grade), Faith Corps (K-2nd grade), 

Soul Troop (3rd-5th grade), Confirmation (6th-8th grade), 

Up All Night events (6th-8th grade), Sweet Wednesday 

(9th-12th grade), and summer trips (9th-12th grade).  

In these Christ-centered, 

Bible-focused, faith-forming ministries, adults 

model Christian discipleship through authentic 

and affirming relationships with our young 

people. Please pray for the servants who 

willingly share their gifts of faith, and pray for 

guidance as you consider connecting with St. John’s through Youth 

Ministry. Contact Amy Floan to lend a hand with these ministries.  

WHATCHA READING? 
Rest by Alex Soojung-Kim Pang, Silicon Valley futurist 
and business consultant, looks at different forms of rest, 
from sleep to vacation. Rest dispels the myth that the 
harder we work, the better the outcome. He combines 
rigorous scientific research with a rich array of examples 
of writers, painters, and thinkers to challenge our  
tendency to see work and relaxation as opposites. Rest offers a 
roadmap to rediscovering the importance of rest in our lives, and a 
convincing argument that we need to relax more if we actually want 
to get more done. 
 

St. John’s member Lucas Koenecke says, “Coming from someone who 
values hard work and prides himself on that characteristic,  
I appreciate the permission to rest. I now vocally announce each 
night when I am ready to go rest.” 
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THE ECO CORNER – ADD “ROT” TO THE LIST OF R’S 
Did you know that 30% of what Americans discard will 

decompose? Instead of adding more to your trash, let 

this 30% rot for a good cause! Composting can cut your 

waste without a lot of effort. There are so many 

wonderful reasons to take on composting: 

 It’s good for the environment. Why send food scraps to the landfill 

when there are better uses for it in gardens and flower beds? 

 It’s good for our bodies. Food grown in compost tastes better and is 

more nutritious than food grown with synthetic chemical fertilizers. 

 It’s good for the air. When food is landfilled, it decomposes without 

air, creating methane, a greenhouse gas that is 20 times more potent 

than carbon dioxide. 

 It’s good for water conservation. Compost assists in drought 

resistance and erosion control as it is able to hold onto moisture and 

nutrients for plant use much longer than soil depleted of organic 

matter. When soil holds more water, it reduces the amount of water 

in storm water management systems that need to be treated by 

municipalities, resulting in increased efficiency and lower costs. 

 It’s good for our economy. Food scraps can be recycled into a higher 

and better use, rather than ending up in a landfill. Compost is highly 

regarded by farmers and gardeners to provide plants with nutrients. 

By diverting food scraps and producing a valuable product, the 

economy will reap rewards as well. 
 

St. John’s is now composting coffee grounds with biodegradable 

coffee filters. Coffee grounds are great for your compost! See the church 

kitchen to borrow and return the bucket of grounds.  
 

To get started on your own composting, all you need is an enclosed bin to 

keep critters out, or build one with chicken wire. Mix wet scraps with 

about half dry material (leaves, yard waste) and turn it weekly to help 

materials decompose. Use the compost to fertilize your garden or potted 

plants. Watch for help from the Eco Crew on suggested compost 

bins and easy-to-follow tips on letting your waste rot for good.   
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FOOD MINISTRY AT ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN IN MADISON 
Michelle grew up in Madison, and she and her twin 

sister are the youngest kids in her family. Howard comes 

toward the end of the meal and takes the food scraps to 

his mom’s farm animals. These are just two of the 

approximately 50 people who come to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in 

Madison each week for a Free Community Meal. You can help eliminate 

hunger in our area by volunteering for St. Mark’s Food Ministry with Amy 

Floan and others from St. John's! 
 

Friday Meal workers set up the serving line, help serve, and clean up after 

the meal. Whenever you choose to serve, you will make a difference at 

St. Mark's Food Ministry. St. John’s has committed to helping with the 

Free Friday Community Meal once a month. Each time, we need a group 

of 5-6 workers. We meet at St. John's at 10:00am to carpool, and we get 

back around 2:30pm. Not only will we get to prepare and serve delicious 

food, we also get a chance to eat and get to know some of the people 

who come to eat. Our summer dates are Fridays June 28, July 19, and 

August 30. Contact Amy Floan to sign up or to learn more about this 

important ministry in our area. 

 

BABY CARE KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR) 
Bringing a baby into the world can be a difficult and 

scary thing for a mother living in poverty. The items 

included in a Baby Care Kit provide the things a 

mother needs to care for her baby. St. John’s 

collects items for Baby Care Kits for LWR during June and July. Each Baby 

Care Kit includes the following, size 6-24 months: 

 Two lightweight cotton t-shirts (no onesies) 

 Two gowns or sleepers (without feet)   

 Two receiving blankets 

 Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

 Two diaper pins or large safety pins 

 One jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood, or include a baby cap 

 Two pairs of socks 

 One hand towel (dark color recommended) 

 Two bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of gentle soap, in original wrapper  
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MINISTRY WITH OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

TO MARS AND BEYOND: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) 2019 

SERVANT WORKERS NEEDED 
The week of July 29-August 2, 9am-12pm, children will voyage through 

space and discover the wonders of God’s universe. Children who are 3 

years old through completed 5th grade can register for VBS. Register now 

for the best price: $10/child or $20/family. Older kids and adults can 

serve as workers. 
 

Beginning each day on an outpost on Mars, kids will 

lift off to distant planets on special missions to 

collect power sources. Along the way, they'll learn 

how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that 

God is always with them, too. The adventure, out-of-this-world fun, 

learning, and timeless Bible stories will inspire kids to give glory to God, 

who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine! 
 

Online registration will open soon. Or email Amanda Koenecke, VBS 

director, at outreach@stjohns-lc.org; forms are also available in the 

church office. A list of needed supplies is coming soon. Contact Amanda 

(608-490-0062 or outreach@stjohns-lc.org) with questions or to serve. 
 

“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or 

imagine by his power at work within us!” – Ephesians 3:20 (CEB) 

 

K-5TH SUMMER MUSICAL – “LEGENDS AT CAMP GARNER CREEK” 
This August St. John’s will be hosting a week of musical 

theater camp for youth who have completed 

Kindergarten through 5th grade. Auditions will take place 

the week of VBS, on Wednesday, July 31. Rehearsals will 

be August 12-16, 9am-12pm, with performance on 

Friday, August 16, at 7:00pm. The half-hour show is a 

musical about “church camp, Bible heroes and 

remarkable, everyday kids!” Becca Poock will direct the musical, along 

with Denise Paese and other volunteers. Contact Becca (608-490-3144, 

beccapoock@gmail.com) with questions.  
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RIVER HEROES MISSION TRIP WITH CAMP AMNICON 
We are getting ever closer to our fundraising goal 

for our trip to northern Wisconsin, but we still 

have about $1650 left to raise until we meet our 

goal. Our final fundraising event will be the annual omelet brunch, 

following 9am worship on Sunday, June 9. Omelet chefs will be ready to 

cook your made-to-order creation. If you are interested in contributing to 

our fundraising goal, you can help by sponsoring our trip. You can send a 

gift to the church office marked specifically for the River Heroes trip. 

Thank you for your continued support of our youth here at St. John’s! 

Next River Heroes Meeting: June 12, 7:30-9:00pm 

Please pray for our 20 River Heroes, especially July 14-19: Griffin Keyser, 
Liam Speich, Seth Grover, Natalie Beyerl, Lily Michel, Nolan Hammond, 
Sophia Aliaga, Kaitlynn Finfrock, Jackson Stencel, Jedta Stadt, Michael 
Tran, Alex Kuqo, Taylor Acker, Clint Bergsma, Zach Moran, Emily Harer, 
Abby Beyerl, Peter Forster, Amy Floan, and Pastor Matthew Poock. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SWEET SUMMER WEDNESDAYS 
Our high school youth welcome our newest 

confirmands for a summer of fun! Our 

weekly Sweet Wednesday gatherings will 

continue right into the summer, but starting 

on June 19, we will meet at the Twisted Kone from 7:30-9pm. Come 

when you can! (Remember, friends are always welcome!) 
 

Wednesday, June 12, 7:30-9pm: School’s Out for Summer Sweet 

Wednesday at St. John’s. We’ll kick off summer break with a 

scavenger hunt competition around Evansville. 

Wednesday, June 19 - August 21, 7:30-9pm, Meet at the Twisted Kone 

for ice cream, conversation, and fun. 

Wednesday, August 28, 7:30-9pm: Pool Party at Jasmine and Blake 

Elliott’s house (414 Fowler Circle). Wear your suit; bring a towel. 

Wednesday, September 4, 7:30-9pm: Back-to-School Sweet Wednesday! 

Sunday, September 8, 10:15am-1pm: St. John’s Community Service Day 
 

FRIENDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT ST. JOHN’S!   
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HIGH SCHOOL & ADVANCED DEGREE GRADUATES 
To all of our graduates: congratulations! We pray for 
God’s blessings as you enter into your next adventure. 
 

On Baccalaureate Sunday, June 2, St. John’s 

celebrates your accomplishments, recognizes your graduation, and 

blesses you and your future endeavors. 
 

Graduates of high school, technical school, and college (spring and 

winter diploma recipients), be sure to give us your new mailing address 

so we can share God’s love and encouragement as you go forth. 

 

ST. JOHN’S 2019 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
We celebrate with you and bless you in your next adventure. 
Sophia Aliaga 
Gabe Dienberg 
Kaitlynn Finfrock 
James Gorman 
Owen Hurst 
Emma Jorgensen 
Nathan Koniowka 

Henry Korfmacher 
Aleana Krake 
Ashton Miller 
Keegan Olin 
Emily Ott 
Matthew Peckham 
Grant Powell 

Ben Ross 
Nathan Roth 
Ashley Rudser 
Jedta Stadt 
Marcus Steindl 
Leah Wagner 

 

College Graduates 

 Hannah Anderson, Criminal Justice with a Human Services 

Concentration, Edgewood College 

 Abby Beyerl, MS in Library and Information Science, UW Milwaukee 

 Alexandra Gober, Finance, Edgewood College 

 Brielle Greenleaf, Biology, Illinois College 

 Kaitlyn Juen, Nursing, Viterbo University 

 Sarah Nimz, Nursing, Edgewood College (Dec 2018) 

 Brenna Rosser, Geology and Agri-Business, UW Madison 

 Megan Stencel, Economics and International Studies, UW Madison 

 Gabrielle Sunness, Nursing, UW Madison 

 Travis Trawicki, Blackhawk Technical College 

 Karen Wethal, Dietetics, UW Stevens Point  
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CARL’S CONTEMPLATIONS: FAMILY MEALS 
By Carl Korfmacher 

Food and the eating of it has always been an 

important social event. Meals can be 

profoundly important, like the Last Supper, 

or with deep portend as soldiers contemplate 

going into combat. They can be celebrations 

or times of mourning. As Victor Frankel 

points out in his classic book, Man’s Search for Meaning, it is not so much 

the quality of the food, but your attitude in consuming it. It seems to me 

that God is closer to us at these times. We give thanks before our meals 

and maybe that gets God’s attention, or gives God ours. 
 

Years ago when I lived with my grandparents and uncle, there was usually 

a lecture or stern advice from my grandmother involved. She was a tough 

lady. Occasionally it made sense, sometimes not. Often, it was quite 

personal involving sex or some behavioral trait of mine she found sub-

par. If she had difficulty explaining herself properly, my uncle would yell, 

“what is the point!” She would give him a stern look and say, “well 

Charles, as I was about to say….” and start over. 
 

The dining room was quite formal and could hold about eight people. For 

big events, we would utilize the T formation. The kitchen table was placed 

in the middle sticking out into the hall. This formed a T with the dining 

table. Combined it would hold 12 or even 15. These were raucous events. 

My family was loud, occasionally profane, opinionated and most often 

hilarious. Grandfather would sit at the head of the table. Those who 

dared to sit next to him were known as the co-pilots. We had a rule that 

in order to marry one of the cousins, you had to act as co-pilot once. (My 

wife Krista put an end to that tradition.) He was under the misguided 

impression that he was in charge and when things got too loud he would 

slam his fist on the table and shout, “sei ruhe,” which means “be quiet” in 

German. We thought that was just about the funniest thing we ever 

heard. If anything, the volume increased. If he wanted more food or wine, 

he would gesture with his hand and grunt while he was chewing. The 

words please and thank you were not in his vocabulary in either German 
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or English. Meanwhile my uncle would keep a running commentary going 

about the neighbor’s dog, crazy people he knew, how much bacon fat he 

used in the green beans, Aunt Mildred’s habit of dancing on top of the 

piano back in the 20’s, and other things not suitable for this publication. 
 

As I anticipate the graduation of my oldest son, I have been thinking 

about the many good times we’ve had as a family and I keep coming back 

to evening meals. I suppose it adds up to hundreds. I give thanks to God 

for many things, but perhaps the peace and love I have felt at these 

meal times tops the list. When the boys were quite a bit younger, they 

would run back and forth from the living room to the dining room after 

dinner. I would pretend to try to catch them, growling and snarling. 

Eventually I would succeed. Squealing and laughing ensued. Funny thing 

is they were naked. 
 

More recently, we would have 

quiz night. What are the major 

rivers flowing into the 

Mississippi? What states 

border Wisconsin? Name five 

presidents. Things like that. 

Lately, we have been focused 

on simple conversation. It is an 

art you know. A lost art some 

might say. But we practice it once or twice a week. These meals might last 

an hour and a half at our house. Quite often my mother is there and three 

generations exist in harmony for a little while. I am pleased to say that my 

boys don’t yet consider themselves co-pilots when they sit next to me. 

But at the end of every meal my 175 pound teenager still sits on my lap.  

Summer Giving – Remember to keep up your practice 

of generosity during upcoming times of travel and 

vacation. Our faith expressed in giving has enabled 

our ministries to grow in strength and vitality. 
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Those Who Are Ill 

 

St. John’s Members 

John Longfield 
Sandi Spanton-Nelson 
Shawn Lynn 
Katrina Thompson 

Dennis Matzinger 
John Almond 
Sue Daniel 
 

Sue Farnsworth 
Betty Wall 
Suzi Soetaert

Family and Friends 
Carson Bremmer 
Karen Patchak 
Jeff Bluhm 
Joe Dittberner 

Teri Martin 
MaryKay McCallum 
Darlene Thiel 
Jill Stock 

Andrea Brantmeyer 
Dennis Moore 
Haley Iles

 

Missionaries 
Rev. Colin and Rev. Jeni Grangaard & family, in Jerusalem/West Bank 
Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke & family, in Botswana 
 

Men and Women in Service
Josh Beyerl, Justin Delorit, Sabrina Elmer, Aaron Hoff, Daniel Johnson, 
John Juen, Nate Madsen, Brad Miller, Bailey Olin, JJ Rogers, Tyler Schnell, 
Hunter Speropulos, Marcus Steindl, Jacob Thiele, Jonah Topel, Mark 
Trawicki, Mitch Viken

 

Washed in the Waters of Baptism 
Camden John Crans, son of Dan and Christina (Peterson) Crans. 
 

Condolences to 
The family and friends of Mel Janes as they grieve his death. 

Donna, Heidi, and Scott Welch, as they grieve the death of her husband 

and their father John. 

Our hope is in Jesus Christ, who loves us through death to eternal life. 

   

Words of Gratitude: From Pam Keisler – Thank you to all who came to 
my house for service day. It was greatly appreciated. God’s blessings. 

From Jeanette Schunk – I would like to thank the Kleisch family, the 
Ihlenfeldt family, Jim, Rhonda, and Ava Crans and all that came to pick 
up sticks and cut trees on the Church Service Day. It was so much fun 
having you all here. Also, many thanks to Dave Olsen, Malcolm, Marty, 
and Mark Hull, and Gary Frank for several days and many hours of work. 
They removed trees and shrubs out by the roots. Amazing! I’m so 
blessed to be a member of St. John’s and to have wonderful people to 
help me. Your work is greatly appreciated. God bless you all. 
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POINTS OF PRAYER 
Together we lift up these prayer concerns. Start by reading the prayer 

topic and “holding” those people or that situation before God. Say the 

topic over and over in your mind, or aloud, and raise it before God. Then 

continue in agreement with the petition of prayer. We pray: 

 For the poor 

God of compassion, whose Son became poor for our sake, help us to 

see the face of Christ in those who are poor, and in serving them to 

serve you. Give us generous hearts so that those living in poverty may 

have adequate food, clothing, and shelter. By your Spirit move us to 

affirm the dignity of all people and to work for just laws that protect 

the most vulnerable in society. 

 For Lutherdale Ministries and summer Bible camps 

Holy Spirit, fill all Bible camps with your passion and power. Fill the 

campers with hunger for your love and word and a passion for all that 

is provided by you. Guide staff members as they care for the young. 

 For summer travel 

God of renewal, bless as us we move into the months of summer. Lead 

us to springs of living water where we may be refueled and refreshed. 

Grant us traveling mercies on our journeys. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PRAYER TEAM 

For your prayer requests – big and small, the Prayer Team of St. John’s is 
ready. Our Prayer Team has placed prayer cards at the welcome desk and 
in the pew racks. For any need of prayer – healing, confession, sadness, 
decision-making, and more – please fill out a prayer card, and place it in 
the offering plate or in the office. For more information on the prayer 
team, contact the church office or Becca Poock at 608-490-3144. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching Within… 

because GOD reaches out to us. 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Inspiring Worship     Uplifting Prayer 
 Faithful Service     Caring Invitation 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth   Christ-Centered Friendships 
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