
March 2019 

Visionotes 

Ash Wednesday Worship (p. 6) 
Wednesday, March 6, 8:00am & 7:00pm 

Midweek Worship & Meals for Lent (p. 6) 
Wednesdays, March 13, 20, & 27, April 3 & 10 

5:30-6:30pm Supper served; 7:00-7:30pm Worship 

Apologies and Forgiveness (p. 3) 

Day Trips to Miller Park, Wartburg 

Seminary & Fireside (p. 8-9)  
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  ST. JOHN’S STAFF 
Pastor  Matthew Poock 
Vicar  Maria Bonine 
Director of Faith Formation Amy Floan 
Office Manager  Emily Schmitzer 
Outreach Coordinator Amanda Koenecke 
Custodian  Ken Johnson 
Financial Director  Cindy Millin 
Music Director  Sharon Magee 
Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole 
Childcare Director  Ashley Thompson 
Ministry Coordinator Carolyn Butts 
Faith Community Nurse Jan Schuh 

 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
President  Sean Mangold 
Vice President/Parish Education Sue Reese 
Secretary/Music and Worship Denise Paese 
Treasurer/Building and Grounds Brandon Mohrbacher 
Fellowship  Karen Reese 
Human Resources  Jennifer Kraus 
Life and Growth  Ron Hatlen 
Memorials  Mark Brusberg 
Mutual Ministry  Julia Schiefelbein-Egan 
Social Concerns  Brenda Muth 
Stewardship  David Paugel 
Youth Ministry  Derek Blume 
Youth Representative Kaitlynn Finfrock 

 

Endowment Committee  Shelly Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, 
 Steve Krueger, David Messling 

Mutual Ministry Committee Diana Crans, Kaye Crocker, Becky Heimerl, 
Gary Hoff, Barb Howard, Noel Oscar, Bethany Severson 

 

COME, LET US WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER! 
SATURDAYS @ 5:00pm 

SUNDAYS @ 9:00am and 11:30am 

B.A.S.I.C. learning hour for all ages 
Sundays 10:15am - 11:15am (Sept-May) 

 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  

Call the church office at 608-882-4044 

Visit our website at www.StJohns-LC.org 
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As We Forgive 
Every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we tell God 

that we “forgive those who sin against us.” Do we 

mean that? This is much easier said than done! 

Sometimes it can be very challenging to let go of a 

grudge. We tend to hold on to bitterness, and our 

hearts can get wrapped up in an offense.  

Jesus speaks emphatically about our need to forgive others. “If you 

forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly father will also forgive you; 

but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your 

trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15). These are strong words! Jesus is 

intertwining our willingness to forgive others with God’s willingness to 

forgive us. Only in forgiving others do we experience God’s forgiveness.   

Words of confession and forgiveness are some of the most powerful yet 

difficult words we ever speak. At the beginning of a worship service, we 

often start with a time of confession. “Almighty God, we confess that we 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed.” In these or similar 

words, we apologize for the error of our ways. God knows we have not 

lived as we should, and our confession is a way of clearing the air and 

starting fresh in our relationship with God. We do this in human 

relationships, too. If we exchanged harsh words with a friend the last 

time we talked, we might start our next interaction with a modest 

confession. “So…about that last time we talked…sorry about that.” 

It is humbling to speak those words of apology. Many people are not 

brave enough to do it. Our pride often gets in the way. We tend to think 

that the other person should be the one to apologize. But when we set 

our own ego aside, we can usually see our own fault in the fractured 

relationship. Apologies take many forms, depending on the situation and 

the person. “I’m sorry” is a good way of expressing regret. Saying “I was 

wrong” is taking responsibility for what we did. Other people want us to 

make restitution and hear us ask, “What can I do to make it right?” 

Repentance is saying “I’ll try not to do that again.” And sometimes it’s 

best to be direct and simply ask, “Will you please forgive me?”  
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We need these words of confession in healthy relationships! We need 

these words in our relationship with God and with one another. Is there 

someone in your life to whom you need to apologize? The day I wrote 

this I gave an apology to someone I hurt the day before. I had been overly 

critical, which left an icy tension. Once I apologized, the ice thawed, and 

we both felt much better. I hate to imagine how many more days our 

own little “polar vortex” would have continued if we hadn’t taken Jesus at 

his word. The best time to say we’re sorry…is as soon as possible.  

Same goes for the words, “I forgive you.” Every single day we have 

opportunities to forgive others. Much of the time they don’t even know 

there is an offense. Most of these offenses are small and don’t even 

warrant an apology. We can forgive even if they haven’t apologized. We 

might not even need to tell them. To forgive is a choice. The road of 

forgiveness can be a journey, but the path leads us to freedom.  

My family tells a story of my grandfather Jake. At a family reunion, his 

sister came up to Jake and said, “I just want to let you know, I forgive 

you.” And Jake said, “For what?” “For that comment you made last year 

about me gaining weight!” Grandpa Jake was a kind man and had only 

agreed with something she said about herself. He had no idea he caused 

offense. But she had festered on this for a year! Refusing to forgive left 

her in pain. This is why Jesus spoke so strongly about our need to forgive. 

When we refuse to forgive, the offense continues to hurt us.  

We need to forgive others as much as, if not more than, they need to be 

forgiven. Theologian Lewis Smedes said, “To forgive is to set a prisoner 

free and discover that the prisoner was you.” Jesus desperately wants us 

to be set free from all that weighs us down. When we forgive someone, 

the claws of the offense come off of us, and we can heal. To forgive is not 

to say that what happened was okay...it is to say it will no longer actively 

hurt me and hold me back from my future. Jesus urges us to let go of the 

grudges we hold. Release the 

bitterness. Be set free.  
 

In Christ, 

“Master, how many times do I forgive a 
brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?” 

Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly.  
Try seventy times seven.” 
(Matthew 18:21-22, MSG) 
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REACHING UP: WEEKLY WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 
ONCE UPON A TIME: THE PARABLES OF JESUS 
5-Week Lenten Series 

One of Jesus’ favorite methods of 

teaching was to tell a parable. A parable 

is a simple, memorable story that 

conveys a deep message. Parables ignite 

our imaginations in ways that 

instructions and information do not. And parables endure beyond their 

immediate culture and context. Jesus told these parables as “once upon a 

time” stories to prepare his disciples for their future mission 2000 years 

ago. The stories Jesus told “once upon a time” still speak to our time 

today. During five weekends in Lent, we’ll reflect on the parables of Jesus 

that address such things as forgiveness, generosity, invitation, readiness, 

and love-in-action.  
 

March 2 & 3… Matthew 16:24-17:8 (Transfiguration) 

 “All I Really Need to Know…”  Week 9: Be aware of wonder. 

 A Service of Classic Children’s Songs 

Wednesday, March 6 … Ash Wednesday worship, 8:00am & 7:00pm 

March 9 & 10 … Matthew 18:15-35 (Lent 1) 

 Once Upon a Time: The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

 Daylight Savings Time Begins (spring ahead one hour) 

Wednesday, March 13 … Midweek Worship, 7:00pm 

March 16 & 17 … Matthew 20:1-16 (Lent 2) 

 Once Upon a Time: The Parable of Laborers in the Vineyard 

 Blessing of the Keys (9th grade milestone) 

Wednesday, March 20 … Midweek Worship, 7:00pm 

March 23 & 24… Matthew 22:1-14 (Lent 3) 

 Once Upon a Time: The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 

Wednesday, March 27 … Midweek Worship, 7:00pm 

March 30 & 31… Matthew 25:1-13 (Lent 4) 

 Once Upon a Time: The Parable of the Bridesmaids 

Wednesday, April 3 … Midweek Worship, 7:00pm 

April 6 & 7… Matthew 25:31-46 (Lent 5) 

 Once Upon a Time: The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats  
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OUR 40-DAY JOURNEY OF LENT 
Lent is a season when God calls us to reflect 

on the meaning of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. It is a time of repentance, 

fasting, and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-

examination, a time to focus on our relationship with God. Lent is a 

season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on  

Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. We gather for worship on 

Ash Wednesday, this year on March 6, at 8:00am & 7:00pm, receiving 

the mark of ashes and sharing Holy Communion. “We are but dust, and to 

dust we shall return.” 
 

Christians often participate in Lent by taking on a spiritual practice or 

discipline, as a form of a “fast”. Some may break an unhealthy habit by 

giving up sweets or soda. Others might start a healthy habit, give to 

charity, or try a new prayer activity. Our Unbinding Your Heart small 

groups will meet for six weeks of prayer and friendship. You might select 

a daily devotional book or pick up a copy of Christ in Our Home, available 

in the Gathering Area. Our 2019 Lenten Prayer Calendar will also guide us 

to pray for St. John’s.  Consider what you might “give up” or do differently 

to set apart these forty days of Lent. 
 

“ANSWERED PRAYERS” IN MIDWEEK WORSHIP 
The people of St. John’s gather together on Wednesday evenings in Lent. 

Join in for our community meals during this season, on March 13, 20, 27, 

and April 3 and 10. All are welcome. We serve supper from 5:30-6:30pm. 

A suggested donation is $5 for 

adults and $4 for K- 8th grade.  
 

During worship at 7:00pm we 

follow the service of Holden 

Evening Prayer. St. John’s members will share brief testimonies of how 

their prayers have been answered. Our midweek offering will benefit 

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin, which offers vital services in the 

areas of addictions, restorative justice, behavioral health, children and 

families, housing and aging, persons with disabilities, urban ministries, 

and rural outreach. Thanks for your generosity to this important ministry.  

Lenten Supper served 5:30-6:30pm 

Lenten Worship, 7:00pm 

Offering to Lutheran Social Services  



March 2019 Visionotes 

Page 7 

UPLIFTING PRAYER: ST. JOHN’S CORE VALUE FOCUS FOR 2019 
Throughout 2019, we are turning our attention to our 

core value of Uplifting Prayer: “Prayer connects us to 

God, each other, and the world. In silence or out loud, 

in community and at home, we are honest and 

vulnerable with God and each other. With praise and 

thanksgiving, we share our prayer requests and commit 

to praying for each other.” 
 

In February, we added a sung response to the prayers of the church 

during worship (“Lord, listen to your children praying”). We also started 

praying for the children of St. John’s with the Children Prayer Hearts. All 

the children from newborns to age 18 had their names and ages written 

on paper hearts. They hung from the ceiling in the Gathering Area. We 

were encouraged to take a few home and pray for them until Easter. Let’s 

lift our children to God! In March our prayer journey continues in Lent 

with prayer groups and a Lenten 

prayer calendar. All year we will open 

our hearts to new opportunities and 

commitments to pray.  
 

PRAYER LEADERS AVAILABLE 1:1 DURING WORSHIP 
Beginning with Lent, St. John’s prayer leaders will be ready to pray 1:1 

with you, for any need of prayer you have. During communion at each 

worship service, come to the back in the Gathering Area. You can come 

before or after you receive communion. If you like, fill out a prayer card 

found in the pew and bring it with you. Our confidential prayer leaders 

will pray for you, lifting you and your concern to God.   

LOOKING AHEAD TO HOLY WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
April 13 & 14 – Palm Sunday and the Passion Story 

April 18, 5:00pm (NEW), 7:00pm – Maundy Thursday Worship 

April 19, 5:00pm (NEW), 7:00pm – Good Friday Tenebrae Worship 

April 20 – Day-long prayer vigil, no Saturday worship 

April 21 – Easter Sunday Worship, 6:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am 

Easter Breakfast, served 7:30am to 8:30am 

Look for updated Prayer 
Cards in the pews. Place 
them in the offering plate 
or in the church office. 
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REACHING WITHIN: LIFE TOGETHER 

BEHIND THE SCENES WITH ST. JOHN’S: PARISH EDUCATION 
Parish Education includes all of the learning opportunities that St. John’s 

offers throughout the year: BASIC for children and adults, Vacation Bible 

School, Thursday afternoon Bible Study, and adult small groups, like 

Unbinding Your Heart and The Story. Faithful adults give their time and 

energy to our children and adults while exploring their own faith and 

growing in friendships. More help is needed! Pray for these servants and 

pray if this is a way for you to connect. Talk to Amy Floan to join in. 

 

3RD ANNUAL DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE 
On Friday, March 15, dads and daughters are invited to a night of fun 

with food, drinks, and plenty of dancing! Grandfathers, uncles, and big 

brothers are all welcome as important mentors to our girls.  
 

Dinner and sweets will be available at 

5:45pm, and music will start at 6pm in 

the St. John’s Fellowship Hall. This 

evening is an opportunity to forget 

about the to-do list and be together. 

Don’t like to dance? That’s okay! 

There will also be activities and games. This night is about celebrating 

what is important: each other. Get your tickets in the church office now 

($10/person; $30 max per family). 

LET'S GO OUT TO THE BALL GAME! 
Join others from St. John's to watch the Brewers face the 

Colorado Rockies on Monday, April 29, at Miller Park in 

Milwaukee. Tickets are only $5 a person! Transportation is not included, 

but carpooling is encouraged. Game time is 6:40pm, so people interested 

in carpooling would meet at St. John’s at 3:30pm. The ballpark allows you 

to bring in snacks and small soft coolers with non-alcoholic beverages in 

plastic unopened bottles. Contact Amy Floan by March 24 to sign up.  

MOM-SON GAME NIGHT 
Save the date for a night of mother-son bonding on Friday, April 27. 
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COUNCIL MATTERS: STRATEGIC INITIATIVES 
Council and staff recently met on retreat to dream big for the mission of 

St. John’s and assess our strategic initiatives. St. John’s is making 

impressive progress on our strategic goals, which include the new 

11:30am worship service, successfully launching Safe Families for 

Children, hosting high-quality annual retreats, and offering faith-focused 

travel trips. Council considered immediate priorities, like an updated 

website, intercom entry system, and hiring an AV technician. At our last 

monthly meeting, council heard an update on interviewing architects and 

reviewed sculpture designs for the circle driveway. Finally, council is part 

of discussions with the school district on expanding Third Street, which 

will impact our property to some extent.  

 

SPRING VISIT TO WARTBURG THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Vicar Maria invites you to join her on a trip to visit Wartburg Seminary in 

Dubuque, Iowa, on Thursday, May 2.  Come see what seminary 

life is like at “the castle.” We will attend a 

worship service, enjoy lunch together, and tour 

the campus and museum. Tentative plans are set 

for an 8:00am departure from St. John’s and a 3:00pm return.  For more 

informational talk to Vicar Maria (vicar@stjohns-lc.org).  

 

FIRESIDE THEATRE TRIP: MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL 
Four women at a lingerie sale have nothing in common 

but a black lace bra and memory loss, hot flashes, night 

sweats, and more! This hilarious musical parody set to 

classic tunes from the 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s will have you 

cheering and dancing in the aisles! See what audiences 

worldwide have been laughing about for over 16 years! 

And men love it too! Men in the audience can relate 

and understand this time in the lives of their wives, sisters or mothers. On 

Sunday, May 19, we will carpool from St. John’s, departing at 1:45pm to 

enjoy dinner before the show and return at 8:30pm. $70 covers your 

meal, the musical, and good fellowship. Seats are limited; reserve yours in 

the church office today!  

mailto:vicar@stjohns-lc.org
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Top Photo:  St. 

John’s women 

on retreat at 

Bethel Horizons. 

Bottom Photo: 

St. John’s men 

on retreat at 

Lutherdale.  

WHATCHA READING? 
Love Does by Bob Goff is light and fun, unique and 
profound. Goff shows us that each day turns into a 
hilarious, whimsical, meaningful chance that makes 
faith simple and real. When Love Does, life gets 
interesting. 
 

St. John’s member Kim Heimerl says, "Making faith simple and real are 
just two lessons I learned. He (author Bob Goff) is convinced that 
“Love takes action” – putting one’s faith into action. This is a book you 
won’t want to put down." 

5 WAYS TO GIVE 
AUTOMATED      MAIL      MOBILE APP      ONLINE      IN PERSON 
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STEWARDSHIP WORD OF THE MONTH: GROWTH 
It’s no doubt that our St. John’s ministries are growing. This is a sign of 

the work of God! As our members prioritize worship and invite their 

friends, participation in worship on Saturday and on Sunday is increasing. 

So many children are enrolling in Children’s Ministry programs that we 

have gotten creative about how we use our facilities during these times. 

Youth are bringing their friends with them to confirmation and youth 

group. Guests continue to seek to join us as members. Praise God for the 

vitality of our church! In order to keep pace with our mission, our church 

staff is growing to help us connect with God and serve each other. 
 

As we grow in these ways, we also want to experience growth in our 

generosity. The way to grow as generous disciples of Jesus is to grow in 

our habit of giving. It is our prayer that our financial giving to our daily 

ministry fund would also grow so that we have the resources to keep 

growing our ministries. Please consider how you might joyfully grow your 

regular gifts to St. John’s and grow as a generous person. 
 

Year-end statements for 2018 have been sent to you in the mail for your 

tax deduction. Please check these for accuracy and contact Financial 

Director Cindy Millin with questions.   

STAY CONNECTED WITH ST. JOHN’S 
Website: StJohns-LC.org 

 

Facebook: facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-Church- 

Evansville-WI-145437998849063/ 

(no account needed to view) 

Twitter: twitter.com/StJohns_53536 

(no account needed to view) 

Daily Nudge sign-up (text message devotions): 

trunc.us/dB47CB 
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REACHING OUT: WAYS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

DOING GOD’S WORK AT OUR 8TH ANNUAL HUNGER MISSION EVENT 
In early February, more than 75 St. John’s 

adults, youth, and children put our hands to 

work packing meals during a hunger mission 

project right in our Fellowship Hall. Together, 

we packaged 

more than 15,500 

meals to fight hunger in Rock County and 

around the world. Our generous donations and 

our annual budget cover the $3,150 it costs to 

package and ship the meals. Thanks, St. John’s, 

for making a difference in overcoming world 

hunger!  

St. John’s people of all ages packaged more 

than 15,500 meals during our hunger mission 

event on February 3.  
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH REQUEST PRAYER SUPPORT 

On July 14, 2019, 17 high school 

youth and 4 adult leaders will travel 

to Camp Amnicon in northern Wisconsin for a week of adventure and 

service as we work to clean up the riverways that we’ll canoe down. 

Through days spent enjoying and caring for God’s creation, worshipping, 

and having Bible study, young people grow in faith and are inspired to live 

their faith in their daily lives. In the process, our own lives will grow, and 

our faith will come alive. We meet monthly to get ready and create a 

strong team, and we are working together to raise the funds to go. Our 

group is grateful for your partnership through financial support. Families 

are covering a portion, and our pizza sales, a Lenten meal (March 13), a 

plant sale, youth breakfasts, and more will help us raise nearly $6,000 to 

cover the rest. Please also pray for us and our preparations. 

 

PERSONAL CARE KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

Through the month of March, we will continue 

to focus on collecting these personal items: 

 Light- or medium-weight bath-size towels, 

dark color preferred 

 Bath-size bars of soap (4-5 oz), any brand, in original wrapping 

 Adult toothbrushes, in original wrapping preferred 

 Sturdy combs (remove packaging) 

 Metal nail clippers (remove packaging) 

Leave your donation in the Giving Area in the Gathering Area. 

 

SUPPORT ADULTS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS THROUGH DONATIONS 
Off the Square Club (OTSC), founded in 1978, is a daytime 

drop-in resource for adults with mental illness hosted by St. 

John’s Lutheran in Madison and managed by Lutheran 

Social Services. OTSC is currently in need of the following: 

socks, travel size shampoo and soap, tampons and sanitary napkins, 

disposable razors, toothbrushes (but not toothpaste), and small 

backpacks. Place donations in the designated tub in the Giving Area.  
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THE GREEN CORNER: REUSING RESOURCES 
The “Three R’s” – reduce, reuse, and recycle – all help to cut down on the 

amount of waste we throw away. They conserve natural resources, 

landfill space, and energy. The order of the “Three R’s” matters, too. 

Reducing is the most earth-friendly practice, followed by reuse, and then 

recycle.  The newly formed “Green Team” offers us some ideas to get us 

thinking about how to reuse items before throwing them out.  
 

Angie Riniker keeps plastic containers from butter, yogurt, sour cream, 

and take out to store leftovers or send 

food with others. Then she doesn’t have 

to worry about containers returning! 

Susan Becker keeps glass jars like from 

pasta sauce and olives to store bulk food 

items like rice, beans, and dog treats. 

Pastor Matt washes and reuses plastic 

storage bags, unless it was used for 

meat. Before we throw away or recycle 

something, consider how else you might use it! 

Next Green Team meeting is Thursday, March 7, at 5:00pm. You’re invited. 

 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 

To my St. John's family, 

Back in August I asked you all to pray for Kennedy LaRue. 

Kennedy is the daughter of my friend Jenny. Kennedy was born 

17 weeks early, weighing 1 pound, 2 ounces. The medical team 

gave her less than 20% chance of survival. GOD IS GOOD and 

your prayers worked and Kennedy (after 130 days in the NICU) is 

home with her family. She is five months old and weighs almost 

8 pounds. She is healthy and beautiful, and the world is a better 

place with her in it. Thank you again for your prayers for this 

fighter and her family. Prayer is powerful. God hears. 

       - Sara Tortomasi 
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MINISTRY WITH OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

HOLY COMMUNION CLASS FOR FIFTH GRADERS 
Our fifth graders and their parents are invited each year during Lent to 

meet together to explore the mystery of Holy Communion. The fifth 

grade is a wonderful time to discuss its meaning and to prepare for 

receiving the body and blood of Christ. 

Classes begin on March 10 and meet for four 

Sundays at 10:15am. Older youth and adults 

are welcome to listen in and grow in faith! 
 

During Lent students will make their own 

chalice at Farnsworth Ceramics. What’s 

more, our 5th graders will bake communion 

bread together for Maundy Thursday worship. On Maundy Thursday, this 

year on April 18, in 7:00pm worship, our fifth graders are invited to 

receive Holy Communion as a group; for most this will be the first time 

they receive the sacrament. Maundy Thursday, the Thursday before 

Easter, is the day each year when we celebrate Jesus sharing the Lord’s 

Supper with his disciples. May the body and blood of Jesus strengthen our 

faith and nourish our Spirits. 
 

LUTHERDALE SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES 
Lutherdale Ministries in Elkhorn, WI, offers a wide variety of camp 

opportunities for all ages, and now is the time to register for summer 

2019! Overnight camps are available for kids who have completed 

kindergarten through 12th grade. There are also times set aside for 

families to be at camp together. Visit lutherdale.org to see everything 

that is available and to register. Camp scholarships are also available. 
 

Confirmation youth! The week of 

JUNE 23-28 is our week to head to 

Lutherdale Bible Camp. It’s confirmation 

week at camp, and Amy Floan will be there 

with you. Let’s get a group of us going. 

Remember, scholarship dollars are available; contact the church office for 

more information. Confirmation camp is for youth who have completed 

6th, 7th, or 8th grade by June.  



March 2019 Visionotes 

Page 16 

MAKING CONNECTIONS – MEET THE BLUME FAMILY 
Derek grew up in the Chicago area. In 1995, 

after a couple years attending Grinnell 

College in Iowa, Derek moved to Wisconsin 

and in 1997 went back to school. In 2000, he 

graduated from University of Wisconsin-

Platteville with a degree in computer science. Currently Derek is a 

software engineer in Madison for a company which creates software for 

movie and video editing. Derek loves running, gardening and cooking. 
 

Jeanna, from Dodgeville, WI, and Derek met in 1997 while working at 

Lands’ End and were married in 2009. Jeanna is currently working in guest 

services. She enjoys spending her free time quilting, baking, and being an 

Active Moderator for Pay It Forward and the Evansville Information Page. 
 

Derek and Jeanna have two children; Saffron is in 5th grade, and 

Sebastian is in 2nd grade. Saffron is active in karate and is currently 

training for her black belt. She enjoys playing her clarinet and spending 

time with her friends in Girl Scouts. She also enjoys drawing pictures, 

writing books, and making videos for her YouTube channel. Sebastian is 

very active in karate and enjoys playing his electric guitar, building cool 

things with his Legos, and spending time with his friends. 
 

Previously the Blumes lived in Windsor, WI, and were members of Christ 

Lutheran Church in DeForest. To accommodate their expanding family, 

they purchased a home in Evansville in 2011 and joined St. John’s in 2017 

as the children became more involved in the church’s activities. 
 

Derek is a member of the church council, and Jeanna volunteers for many 

of the children's programs at St. John’s. They give back to St. John’s 

because this congregation does much more than just preach what Jesus 

taught but actually goes forth and does the things Jesus taught. 
 

St. John’s was attractive to the Blumes because of the many family-

focused activities available. They also like this church’s focus on helping 

the community and supporting missions around the world. They love the 

combination of traditional, creative, and contemporary forms of worship 

that St. John’s provides.  



March 2019 Visionotes 

Page 17 

CARL’S CONTEMPLATIONS: A BRIEF HISTORY OF VULGARITY 
By Carl Korfmacher 

I recall the first time I heard one of my boys use bad language. Krista and I 
looked at each other, mouths agape. How did our precious angels learn such 
horrible things? Well, we both knew we were not completely blameless. In a 
weak moment it is possible that we could have reverted to our former selves 
when we didn’t have to worry about little ears. Unlike most things we say to 
our boys, bad language requires no repetition to ensure it is never forgotten 
and often repeated. On the other hand, things are learned at school; many 
things other than reading, ‘riting and ‘rithmatic. In the early years, a 
particular word or phrase would come home like a partially eaten sandwich – 
innocent yet disgusting. Stifling a gasp, I would ask, “Do you know what that 
means?” The answers ranged from almost correct to wildly inaccurate. 
Seems their little teachers didn’t know what they were saying any more than 
our boys did. 
 

So, what is it that makes a word “bad”? It is an interesting footnote in history 
that the English language really developed as a pidgin language – in other 
words, it is a simplified version of two languages that developed when two 
groups of people speaking different languages were forced to communicate. 
The two groups were the Anglo Saxons of England who spoke old German 
and the Norman conquerors who spoke old French. The conquerors became 
the nobility and their language became the polite and appropriate language 
while old German spoken by grubby peasants was conceived as vulgar and 
rude. Eventually, they were molded into one language with words descended 
from each expressing different nuances of meaning. 
 

As an example, in most languages, there is only one primary word used for 
bodily functions. In English, we typically have at least three and often several 
more. We have the vulgar word from old German (use your imagination), the 
polite word from old French, and the scientific word from Latin. 
Conveniently, these old German words are often spelled with four letters and 
one syllable making them most adaptable. They can be used as nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, and even salutations. 
 

Most of us probably feel that the increasing use of vulgarity in everyday life is 
just another sign of the deterioration of values and coarsening of 
conversation. I can’t disagree. But I wonder what God thinks? Obviously, 
using God’s name in vain is verboten. But does God really care that much 
about vulgarity? I’m guessing that the intention behind the use of vulgarity is 
more important. I’m sure God is mostly concerned that our hearts are in the 
right place, and if they are, maybe we will be kind enough to our neighbors 
not to use four letter Anglo Saxon, especially around the children.  
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Those Who Are Ill 

 

St. John’s Members 
John Longfield  
Sandi Spanton-Nelson 
Shawn Lynn  
Katrina Thompson 
Dennis Matzinger 

Samantha Jozefowicz 
Jeanette Almond  
Marie Gallman 
Harlow Philips  
Sue Daniel  

Pat Carlsen  
Einar Floan 
Sue Farnsworth  
Betty Wall 
Sherry Crull

 

Family and Friends 
Patti Chronquist 
Felicia Moy 
Judelle Murphy 
Ken Pritzl 
Amanda Schmitzer 
Hana Williams 

Evelyn Johnson 
Carson Bremmer 
Solveig Carlson 
Cindy Sayles 
Roni Pahl 
Darlene Thiel 

Darcey Markestad 
Robert (Butch) Heck 
Dennis Moore 
Keith Kraus 

 

Missionaries: 
Rev. Colin and Rev. Jeni Grangaard & family, in Jerusalem/West Bank 
Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke & family, in Botswana 
 

Men and Women in Service: 
Josh Beyerl, Justin Delorit, Sabrina Elmer, Aaron Hoff, Daniel Johnson, 
John Juen, Jacob Thiele, Nate Madsen, Brad Miller, Bailey Olin, JJ Rogers, 
Tyler Schnell, Hunter Speropulos, Marcus Steindl, Mark Trawicki, 
Mitch Viken 
 

Special Blessings to: 
Collin Joseph Keyser, son of Matthew and Sonya, on his baptism. 
Evan and Owen Ziolkowski, sons of Mitch and Alicia, on their baptisms. 
Josh and Rose Jenke on the birth of their son Jedi Karl. 
Kim and Becky Heimerl on the birth of their granddaughter Hazel. 
 

Condolences to: 
Larry Olson on the death of his father. 
Sarah Stadt on the death of her mother. 
Ken and Brenda Muth on the death of his mother and her father. 
Johann (Carolyn) Kleisch on the death of his father. 
Derek (Jeanna) Blume on the death of his sister. 
Our hope is in Jesus Christ, who loves us through death to eternal life. 
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ST. JOHN’S MISSION 

Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching Within 
Because GOD reaches out to us. 

POINTS OF PRAYER 
Together we lift up these prayer concerns. Start by reading the prayer 
topic and “holding” those people or that situation before God. Say the 
topic over and over in your mind, or aloud, and raise it before God. Then 
continue in agreement with the petition of prayer. We pray: 

 For the relationship of dads and their daughters 
Everlasting God, you have given the gift of fatherhood to men of 
our world. Help dads share your grace with their daughters. Guide 
them as they continue to love each other and help each of them 
understand how special a dad and daughter’s bond is. Inspire all 
grandfathers, uncles, brothers, and godfathers to care for the girls 
and women of our Church. 

 For the activities of Lent 
Jesus, we ask for the time and space to reflect during Lent. Reveal 
the places in our lives that need nourishment and healing. Direct 
our lives to repentance and reconciliation. May your sacrifice 
impact how we live daily. 

 For musicians 
Song of our hearts, we thank you for the gift of music you have 
given to vocalists and instrumentalists. Open our ears to hear 
your Spirit’s calling and your good news through the music of 
composers and lyricists. Encourage us all to sing your praises with 
the music you give us. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PRAYER TEAM 

For your prayer requests – big and small, the Prayer Team of St. John’s is 
ready. Our Prayer Team has placed prayer cards at the welcome desk and 
in the pew racks. For any need of prayer – healing, confession, sadness, 
decision-making, and more – please fill out a prayer card, and place it in 
the offering plate or in the office. For more information on the prayer 
team, contact the church office or Becca Poock at 608-490-3144. 
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