
May 2019 

V  i  s  i  o  n  o  t  e  s 

Middle School Up All Night 
More than 30 middle school youth enjoyed a night 

of fun, food, and friendship in mid-April. 
------------------------------------------------------ 

Secure Facility on May 1 (p. 10) 
Access the building by key fob or buzzer 

Worship Time Change (p. 6) 
11:30am worship moves to 10:30am on May 12 

Confirmation Sunday (p.17) 
Sunday, May 19, 10:30am 

Baccalaureate Service (p. 18) 
Sunday, June 2, 9:00am  
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  ST. JOHN’S STAFF 
Pastor  Matthew Poock 
Vicar  Maria Bonine 
Director of Faith Formation Amy Floan 
Office Manager  Emily Schmitzer 
Outreach Coordinator Amanda Koenecke 
Custodian  Ken Johnson 
Financial Director  Cindy Millin 
Music Director  Sharon Magee 
Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole 
Childcare Director  Ashley Thompson 
Ministry Coordinator Carolyn Butts 
Faith Community Nurse Jan Schuh 

 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
President  Sean Mangold 
Vice President/Parish Education Sue Reese 
Secretary/Music and Worship Denise Paese 
Treasurer/Building and Grounds Brandon Mohrbacher 
Fellowship  Karen Reese 
Human Resources  Jennifer Kraus 
Life and Growth  Ron Hatlen 
Memorials  Mark Brusberg 
Mutual Ministry  Julia Schiefelbein-Egan 
Social Concerns  Brenda Muth 
Stewardship  David Paugel 
Youth Ministry  Derek Blume 
Youth Representative Kaitlynn Finfrock 

 

Endowment Committee  Shelly Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, 
 Steve Krueger, David Messling 

Mutual Ministry Committee Diana Crans, Kaye Crocker, Becky Heimerl, 
Gary Hoff, Barb Howard, Noel Oscar, Bethany Severson 

 

COME, LET US WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER! 
SATURDAYS @ 5:00pm 

SUNDAYS @ 9:00am and 11:30/10:30am 

B.A.S.I.C. learning hour for all ages 
Sundays 10:15am - 11:15am (Sept-May) 

 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  

Call the church office at 608-882-4044 

Visit our website at www.StJohns-LC.org 
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Unanswered Prayer 
“Some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered 

prayers.” So sang Garth Brooks in his No. 1 

Billboard hit country song in 1991. I have 

enjoyed that song over the years, even learned 

to sing and play it on the piano. I agree with 

Garth…but not entirely. It is true that God does 

not always give us what we ask for, and that can 

be a very good thing. If everyone got their 

prayers answered literally, we’d have a lot of sporting games with no 

losers, a lot of millionaire lottery winners, and a lot of people with the 

“perfect” body shape and size. But is prayer really about answers?  

It’s interesting to realize that Jesus never referred to unanswered prayers. 

He taught that God always answers prayers. “Ask and it will be given to 

you,” Jesus said (Matthew 7). In comparing God to an earthly parent, 

Jesus said, “how much more will your Father in heaven give good things 

to those who ask!” Over and over again, we are invited to make our 

requests known to God and encouraged that God hears us and responds. 

The analogy with a parent is helpful. A good parent will answer a child’s 

request, but not always with “yes.” Some Christians have suggested that 

God has a variety of answers for our prayers and requests. God might say 

“no, not yet” or “no, I love you too much.” And God might say, “yes, I 

thought you’d never ask” or “yes, and here’s some more.”  

God always hears our prayers, and in one way or another, God 

always answers. It might not be the answer we think we want, but we 

trust God that it is the answer that is best for us and for all involved. If a 

child asks a parent to go outside on sunny 30° spring day without a coat, 

the parent will likely so “no, trust me, that’s not a good idea.” Even more, 

we can trust God’s answers to prayer. 

Garth Brooks’ song is about how God said “no” to a prayer of making his 

high school sweetheart his wife. Instead, Garth offered a prayer of thanks 

for the wife and the life he has. I know a lot of people who have prayed 

for a spouse, myself included. My prayer was not so much for a specific 



May 2019 Visionotes 

Page 4 

person as it was to be married by a specific time. I didn’t want to be a 

single, dating pastor. Try to imagine that! I prayed that I would find my 

spouse before I was ordained. I met some people I thought might be that 

person but were not. Then, exactly 10 months before I became a pastor, I 

went on a first date with my wife. We were engaged two months before I 

was ordained, and married two months into my first call. I remember 

every day how wonderful my wife is and how glad I am that she is mine 

and I am hers. But I had forgotten what an answer to prayer my wife is. 

You might review your life and see answers to prayer you’ve overlooked. 

That being said, prayer is certainly more than asking for things! The whole 

concern about “unanswered prayer” makes the assumption that prayer is 

only about requests. This is a very limited understanding of prayer. Prayer 

is so much more! It’s adoring God, coming clean to God, thanking God. 

Prayer is asking questions and listening to God. Imagine only spending 

time with your grandparents when you wanted something. What kind of 

relationship with that be? No, we spend time with people we love 

because it feels good and grows our love for each other. Prayer is drawing 

close to God. Prayer is pouring your heart out to God. Prayer is putting 

your life in God’s hands. 

I remember a very powerful time of prayer, when someone prayed for 

me, much like we have begun praying for each other 1:1 during Holy 

Communion. I was at college, away from home, and had just received 

news that my grandpa had died. My campus pastor Mike heard my name 

called over the loudspeaker at a football game (pre-cell phones) and went 

to my dorm room out of concern. He walked with me to the prayer chapel 

on campus and prayed for me. He thanked God for my grandpa and our 

family; he prayed for comfort and strength. He helped me climb onto 

God’s lap when I need it most. I didn’t need an answer; I needed God. 

Sometimes the very act of praying is the answer we need the most. 

In Christ,  “And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers and 

requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the 

Lord’s people.” (Ephesians 6:18) 
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PRAYER LABYRINTH WALK ON MAY 27, 9:00AM 
In observance of Memorial Day, we will meet at 9am to walk the 

prayer labyrinth. Come to remember those who have gone before us 

and to pray for strength to continue our earthly pilgrimage. Save 

Saturday, June 15, at 9am for our next prayer walk at the Labyrinth. 

REACHING UP: WORSHIP & PRAYER 

EASTER SERMON SERIES: TO INFINITY AND BEYOND! 
 Are you familiar with the Toy Story movies 

and Woody and Buzz Lightyear? The 4th 

movie by Pixar/Walt Disney will release to 

theaters this June. Buzz Lightyear is always 

ready for action and adventure, to the far 

corners of the galaxy, “to infinity and beyond!” Buzz used to believe that 

he had superpowers, eventually realizing he didn’t. However, Buzz 

discovered the powers that he does have. You and I may not have 

superhero powers either, but our faith in Jesus Christ gives us power 

through the Holy Spirit. And this power gave Jesus’ disciples the ability to 

spread the Gospel to the far corners of the earth. Over the seven weeks 

of Easter, we’ll explore the power of Easter for our lives. 
 

May 4 & 5… Acts 10:1-17, 34-48 (The Power of Inclusion) 

 Guest Preacher: Amy Floan 

 Last day of B.A.S.I.C. celebration with Cross+Generational 

B.A.S.I.C., Sunday, 10:15am 

May 11 & 12… Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-18 (The Power of the Spirit) 

 Children and youth lead worship 

 “Summer” worship times begin (Sunday 10:30am) 

May 18 & 19… Romans 1:1-17 (The Power of Faith) 

 Brief Service of Healing on Saturday, 6pm 

 Confirmation and Affirmation of Baptism, Sunday, 10:30am 

May 25 & 26… Romans 5:1-11 (The Power of Love)  

 Bike to Worship and Blessing of the Bikes 

June 1 & 2… Romans 6:1-14 (The Power of Resurrection) 

 Baccalaureate service, Sunday, 9:00am 
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“SUMMER” WORSHIP TIMES START MAY 12 
Starting on Sunday, May 12, our Sunday 11:30am worship 

service will move to 10:30am. We will worship on 

Saturdays at 5:00pm, Sundays at 9:00am, and Sundays at 

10:30am throughout the summer. 

 

ST. JOHN’S SUMMER EVENTS 

Omelet Brunch – After worship on Sunday, June 9, we’ll 

enjoy a delicious and fun time of fellowship. St. John’s chefs will be ready 

to cook your omelet of choice. This is our way of kicking off summer and 

celebrating the blessings of life. Proceeds benefit the high school youth 

trip to be River Heroes in northern Wisconsin. Invite your friends! 
 

Pig Roast and Picnic Potluck – Saturday, July 20, 6pm will be 

our summer Pig Roast and Picnic Potluck following worship. 

Invite your neighbors for this occasion of worship and feasting. 
 

Vacation Bible School – Each morning from Monday, 

July 29 to Friday, August 2, our church building will be 

filled with children learning about Jesus. Registration 

will open soon, so save the date and make plans to 

participate in this fun week of Children’s Ministry. 

Contact Amanda Koenecke at 608-490-0062 or outreach@stjohns-lc.org 

with questions or to share your time. 

 

BIKE TO WORSHIP AND BLESSING OF THE BIKES 
Kick off an active and healthy summer by biking to 

worship on Memorial Day weekend! Join Pastor Matt 

and the Eco Crew as we bless the new bike racks, the 

bikes, and the riders on Saturday, May 25, and 

Sunday, May 26, following worship services. 
 

Erik Elmer of Velofix Mobile Bike Service will also lead a 90-minute Bike 

Safety Program for adults and kids on Sunday, May 26, at 1pm. Get the 

latest and greatest news about riding safely both in town and on our 

area’s beautiful country roads, and pick up a bike map. We look forward 

to seeing you there!  
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PRAYING THROUGH A.C.T.S. IN THE EASTER SEASON 
Do your prayers ever feel stale? Perhaps you struggle with 
knowing what to say in prayer. You’re not alone. We need 
help adding variety to our prayers. Prayer is like learning 
to play an instrument – once you know the basics, the 
possibilities are endless. There are a million ways to pray! 
All throughout this year we are focusing on our core value 
of Uplifting Prayer and exploring different ways to pray. 
 

During the Easter Season (April 21 to June 2), we will learn to pray 
through the acronym A.C.T.S. This is a beautiful way to come to God.  
“A” is for adoration; it’s when we praise God. “God, you are…faithful, 
loving, gracious, my strength, my rock.” 
“C” is for confession; it’s when we come 
clean to God. “God, I’m sorry for…forgive 
me for my selfish ways, our careless 
treatment of creation, my greed.” 
“T” is for thanksgiving; here we thank God 
for anything and everything we can. “God, 
thank you for…my shoes, the sunset, my 
church, this person, this experience, etc.”  
“S” is for supplication, when we make requests for God to supply our 
needs. “God, help me/us…help this person in need, help me know what 
to do, bring healing to my friend; give me strength, wisdom, etc.” 
 

You might try praying this way at home or during your day. And look for 
this A.C.T.S. way to pray at worship in the weeks to come. 
 

THE POWER OF 1:1 PRAYER 
“This is powerful.” “I needed this.” That’s what people 

are saying about our new 1:1 prayer time during 

worship. Since the beginning of March, St. John’s prayer 

leaders have been available for 1:1 prayer during Holy 

Communion. This is a prayer opportunity we intend to 

continue into the future. Every week, at every service, 

worshippers are coming to the Gathering Area to 

request prayer for a variety of things. You are invited to come before or 

after you receive communion. If you like, fill out a prayer card found in 

the pew and bring it with you. Our confidential prayer leaders will pray 

for you, lifting you and your concern to God.  

A – adoration 

C – confession 

T – thanksgiving 

S – supplication 
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REACHING WITHIN: SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FRIENDSHIP 
MAY 11 MEN’S NIGHT – BBQ RIBS 
Join us at 6:15pm on Saturday, May 11, for a night of 

fellowship for men only. We’ll start with a meal of BBQ 

ribs and potato salad. Then we’ll enjoy some male 

bonding. Men, RSVP to Pastor Matt for planning 

purposes. Mark your calendar for a good time with 

men who seek to follow the Lord and live lives that matter. 

 

HARPIST CONCERT ON TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 7PM 
Join harpist Karin Gunderson and vocalist Amanda Pace 

for a concert on Tuesday, June 25, at 7:00pm with a 

reception to follow. “Encounters with Heaven” will 

interweave elegant harp music and vocal harmonies with 

true stories of those who have experienced God’s 

surprising presence in encounters with heaven, miracles, angels, Jesus 

and more. Their repertoire includes beautiful renditions of peaceful 

Christian music, beloved hymns, and even a couple popular favorites that 

can be seen as having spiritual overtones – “What a Wonderful World” 

(gratitude for God’s creation) and “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” 

(looking forward to heaven). 
 

“Encounters with Heaven” is a part of a new Center Stage Series. Save the 

date for other Center Stage events: September 27, Belle Ensemble; and 

October 25, Square Dance. Other events are pending! 

 

NEW! FAITH FRIENDING 
“It’s Saturday night, and I want to attend worship, but I don’t want to go 

by myself.” “The Square Dance sounds fun, but I don’t want to show up 

alone.” Do these thoughts sound familiar? If so, Faith Friending is for you! 

Join with others who share those same thoughts for food and a chance to 

make new friends on Thursday, June 13, at 6:30pm in the Fellowship 

Hall. Contact Amanda at outreach@stjohns-lc.org or the church office 

with questions or to RSVP. Childcare may be available; contact Amanda to 

learn more.   

mailto:outreach@stjohns-lc.org
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INTERNSHIP MATTERS 
Eight months ago, St. John’s became an internship host site. Vicar Maria 

Bonine came to join us for one year of ministry as a pastoral intern. She 

immediately became an integral part of the life of our church. In August 

we will bid farewell and Godspeed to Vicar Maria with a celebration of 

her ministry with us. She will head back to Wartburg Seminary in 

Dubuque, IA, for a final year of coursework before ordination as a pastor. 
 

Late summer 2019 we will welcome our second pastoral 

intern, Vicar Nancy Giddings. Vicar Nancy will come to us 

from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN, the alma mater of 

Pastor Matt and Becca Poock. Luther Seminary was 

looking for a site like ours, and in mid-April the match was 

made. Vicar Nancy currently lives between Minnesota and Wisconsin. She 

is a second-career student and loves being a grandmother. Vicar Nancy is 

passionate about building bridges between the church and society. As 

with Vicar Maria, we’ll welcome Vicar Nancy’s gifts for us for one year. 

St. John’s is seeking an affordable housing arrangement with private 

entrance for our next vicar starting in August. Please contact the church 

office with any suggestions. 

  

WHATCHA READING? 
Banned Questions About the Bible by Christian Piatt 

is a book to stimulate thought, reflection and discussion 

about faith, religion, salvation, and the Bible. By 

offering multiple perspectives, readers have the 

opportunity to arrive at their own answers to these  

50 questions. Better, readers come to understand that  

questioning faith is not taboo, but rather that it can be at the 

foundation of a strong and growing faith. 
 

Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole says, “Banned Questions is an 

easy read that opened my eyes and heart for my own opinions and 

beliefs about the Bible and what it means to be Lutheran.” 
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SECURE CHURCH FACILITY IN MAY 
In an effort to be a safe place for adults and children, St. 

John’s will become a secure facility beginning in May. 

Outside of worship services and large events, members and 

guests will gain access by key fob or by using the buzzer at 

the parking lot entrance. Church council approved this decision at its 

meeting in March. The council acknowledges that this is not ideal, but we 

are striving to be wise and cautious in today’s unpredictable world. We 

are working now to minimize inconvenience, and we ask for your grace as 

we implement this new precaution. Please call the church office (the 

number is on the door) if you are having trouble entering the building. 

 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS NEWS 
Submitted by Jan Schuh, our Faith Community Nurse 

In February, the Faith Community 

Nurse team conducted a survey to 

determine what St. John’s is most 

interested in. The survey revealed 

five areas of interest, in order of 

popularity: healthy eating, stress and coping, blood pressure, caring for 

aging relatives, and First Aid safety and CPR. Quarterly blood pressure 

(BP) screenings began in February, with 27 people having their BP 

checked. A forum to learn about first aid and CPR will be coming soon, so 

watch for details to come. 

 

LUTHERDALE SUMMER 2019 OPEN HOUSE – JUNE 2 
Lutherdale invites new and past campers to kick off the 

summer season in a BIG way at their Open House! From 

1-4pm on Sunday, June 2, you can meet the 2019 

Summer Staff (which includes our own Lindsey Zakovec), take a tour of 

the camp, enjoy the waterfront and slip `n slide, play Ga-Ga Ball, rock the 

Climbing Wall, see the farm animals, and check out the camp store. This is 

a free event, so bring your friends and family for a great time at 

Lutherdale.  
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OUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

FIRST QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT 
Thanks for doing your part to provide resources for our mission and 

ministry together. St. 

John’s people have 

increased their giving to 

our daily ministries by 

10.4% over last year!  

(Our budget increase is 

13%.) 
 

Simply Giving is our 

convenient electronic 

giving funds transfer 

option. Offering from 

Simply Giving is included 

in our Total Giving to 

Daily Ministry. Our 

Simply Giving 

contributions have 

increased by 14.2% from 

one year ago! It’s a great way to give consistently, and it helps the church 

depend on incoming resources. Contact Financial Director Cindy Millin at 

finances@stjohns-lc.org for details to enroll or to update your giving. 
 

Year-to-date Profit Loss as of March 31, 2019 

Our income is 

under budget by 

6.5%, and we are 

also under 

budget with our expenses by 8.6%, so we have a net loss of $5,543 as of 

March 31. Our budget reflects the past income and expense trend from 

the previous year, but annually it is balanced. 

  

 
Actual Budget Over (Under) 

Income 97,397  104,150              (6,753)  

Expenses 102,940 112,708             (9,768) 

Net (5,543)  (8,558)                     3,015  

$83,904 

$92,699 

 $63,000

 $73,000

 $83,000

 $93,000

2018 2019

Total Giving to Daily Ministry

$42,345 
$48,373 

$13,000

$23,000

$33,000

$43,000

$53,000

2018 2019

Offering from Simply Giving

mailto:finances@stjohns-lc.org
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REACHING OUT: SERVICE & INVITATION 

HELP BUILD THE NEW LUTHERDALE LODGE THIS SUMMER 
Help open new ministry at Lutherdale by working 

alongside ELCA Mission Builders this summer on their 

new 20,000 square foot lodge. This 20-room hotel-style 

building with large-group meeting space will serve as 

the new primary adult facility. 
 

Retired Pastor George Carlson spent a day working with the Mission 

Builders at Lutherdale last summer and says, “I’m glad I spent a day as a 

volunteer with ELCA Mission Builders in 2018. I hope to do so again in 

summer 2019! I encourage members of other congregations to work with 

ELCA Mission Builders at Lutherdale in summer 2019 to help build 

Lutherdale Lodge.” 
 

Are you interested in volunteering to work alongside the Mission 

Builders this summer? Do you know someone else who might enjoy 

volunteering this summer? Are you available to help at 

one or all of the weekends that St. John's has committed 

to: June 14-15, June 28-29, and July 26-27? 
 

Volunteers ages 16 and up are welcome! All volunteers 

are closely supervised and instructed. Health/liability forms and 

background check forms are required to be filled out in order to 

participate. Lunch, snacks, and devotional time are part of each work day. 
 

Work begins at 9am and concludes at 5pm each day. We will be staying 

overnight at Lutherdale on the Friday nights. Contact Amy Floan to learn 

more or to sign up. 
 

Who are the Mission Builders? 
The ELCA Mission Builders provide construction services for 
congregations and camps that are building. In the past 30 years, Mission 
Builders has constructed over 200 structures, including many for other 
Lutheran camps across the country. Because Mission Builders is a 
mission-minded organization, they provide these services at a greatly 
reduced cost. The builders are retired contractors, builders, carpenters, 
and others from across the country that will travel to Lutherdale and live 
in their personal RV trailers on-site for the summer.  
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“SHARE THE ADVENTURE”: LUTHERDALE CAPITAL APPEAL 
Did you know that our congregation “owns” a 

fantastic lakeshore property on the Lauderdale 

Lakes near Elkhorn, Wisconsin? That’s right. We 

and other Lutheran congregations in Southeast 

Wisconsin and Northern Illinois are members of 

the Lutherdale Association. Together we own 

and support the exciting, dynamic and vital ministry of the church: 

Lutherdale Bible Camp. 
 

Our youth and adults have been enjoying Lutherdale Bible Camp for many 

generations. Recently our men retreated there and helped with the 

renovation of one of the cabins. Our third graders and middle school 

youth also enjoyed weekend retreats there this winter. This summer Amy 

Floan, Director of Faith Formation, and our confirmation youth will spend 

a week at camp. Statistics show that camp experiences are an integral 

part of one’s faith formation and faith journey. We have had young 

adults serve as camp counselors at Lutherdale. What’s more, for six 

straight years Lutherdale Bible Camp provided services to more adults 

than children. 
 

Lutherdale is excited to be expanding their ministries across the 

generations. With the increasing use of camp and the many year-round 

programs, additional accessible lodging is needed. Lutherdale has begun 

the “Share the Adventure” Capital Appeal to aid with the financial 

resources needed and the building project is off to a great start. (See the 

article on p. 12 to help with the building of the new lodge.) 
 

With our ownership of Lutherdale Bible Camp, our love of God, and our 

commitment to “go and make disciples,” we are eager to be a part of the 

future of Lutherdale Bible Camp. Our “Share the Adventure” Team (Vicar 

Maria, Bethany Steindl, Derek Blume, Deb Nelson and Sue Miller) are 

eager to share more about the project with you. Stay tuned in the weeks 

ahead for more information about how you and your family can be a part 

of the vibrant ministry and future of Lutherdale Bible Camp. 
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THE ECO CORNER – RECYCLING 
Help fill St. John’s ‘Cans for Ca$h’ bin in the Fellowship Hall by donating 

your empty aluminum cans! We collect aluminum cans throughout the 

year and greatly appreciate your donations. Money collected from the 

cans will be used for “Go Green” initiatives. 
 

Recycling got its start almost four decades ago when a 

U.S. paper company wanted a symbol to 

communicate its products' recycled content to 

customers. Did you know adding non-recyclable 

items to your recycling bin can contaminate 

recyclable materials making them non-recyclable? When in doubt, throw 

it out. A greasy pizza box can’t be recycled; however, any clean cardboard 

from the box can be recycled! Washing out food scraps from recyclables 

is as important as putting the right thing in the recycling bin. If you know 

someone interested in making art from recycled materials, offer to 

provide supplies. 
 

Advanced Disposal picks up garbage and recycling in 

the City of Evansville. They accept: 

 cardboard; 

 paper (office paper, brown paper bags, mail, etc.); 

 aluminum cans and metal containers (after being quickly rinsed); 

 glass bottles and jars (after being quickly rinsed); and 

 plastic bottles, jars, jugs, and containers (after being quickly rinsed). 
 

According to Advanced Disposal, there are items that are commonly 

mistaken as being recyclable but that cannot be recycled through 

curbside pickup. Some of these items can be taken to places that recycle 

them, but please keep them out of your home curbside recycling bin: 

plastic grocery bags; polystyrene (Styrofoam); take-out containers and 

donut boxes; paper coffee cups; automotive parts and scrap metals; 

disposable baby diapers; pizza boxes; wet paper; milk & juice cartons; 

aerosol cans; ceramics & pottery; shredded paper; household glass; paint, 

pesticides, automotive fluids, diesel fuel, gasoline, kerosene, & car 

batteries; and hypodermic needles. 
 

Stay tuned for more ways we can help our planet by recycling.  
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MISSIONARIES UPDATE: PASTOR CARL AND KELSEY GRULKE 
April 19 marked one year in Botswana for the Grulkes! Last month Pastor 

Carl was able to travel to Gaborone to meet with Dr. Kemmonye Monaka, 

a Mokgalagari woman who is an author and invaluable resource to the 

Shekgalagari language. Dr. Monaka is a linguisitics professor at the 

University of Botswana and literally wrote the book on Shekgalagari 

grammar. She is a prominent figure in Bakgalgari culture and is connected 

to speakers throughout Botswana. 
 

The Grulkes were able to share their 

project of the Shekgalagari Bible 

app that they are developing, and 

Dr. Monaka is anticipating it to be a 

useful tool in distributing the Bible 

to the younger generation there, as 

well as being a resource to helping 

Bakgalagari re-learn how to speak 

their language if they have lost it. 

As they have been going through 

Paul’s epistles on this project, they have been working to convert the 

longer, run-on sentences to more simple and direct readings, as to best 

communicate them there. The structure of language in Botswana is much 

different, but they find the hard work is worth it as they want our 

brothers and sisters there to have the Scriptures in their own language. 
 

Continue to pray for the Grulkes as they work, discuss, and obsess over 

each and every detail in order to complete the best translation possible. 

 

LENTEN MIDWEEK OFFERING TO LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES (LSS) 
During the 40 days of Lent, we gave our Wednesday evening 

offerings to benefit the work of LSS of Wisconsin and Upper 

Michigan. LSS is dedicated to representing God’s love through 

programs and services that help people in need all along the lifespan with 

services as essential as housing and life-changing as adoption. Through 

their programs, LSS touches more than 100,000 lives every year! Our 

generous offerings for this important ministry totaled over $1,700!  

Local people help check the 

accuracy of the translation that 

the Grulkes are helping with. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES WITH ST. JOHN’S: BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
Just like our individual homes, the St. John’s 

building and grounds require time and attention 

to keep them working and looking their best. Our 

Tuesday morning Work Group oversees much of 

the ongoing maintenance our building needs, 

from programming the thermostats to fixing the Welcome Desk. We also 

have dedicated volunteers that help with our landscaping and our indoor 

plants, with keeping our pews looking nice and ready for worship, and 

with re-stocking the activity bags for children. We call on many local 

skilled people to help out – people with expertise in plumbing and HVAC, 

for example. If you have an interest in any of these areas, please let the 

church office know; we welcome new workers with us! 

 

FABRIC KITS NEEDED FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR) 
St. John’s collects items for Fabric Kits for 

LWR during April and May. Fabric kits are 

used in vocational training to teach 

people useful, marketable sewing skills. 

Teaching a person to sew provides the 

tools to earn an income and break out of poverty. 
 

Drop off your donation at the table in the Fellowship Hall: 

 Two pieces of cotton-blend fabric (no knits or 100% polyesther). 
Each piece should match one of these sizes: 
o 2 ¼ yards of 60” wide fabric or 3 yards of 44” wide fabric,  

or 4 yards of 36”wide fabric 

 2 spools of matching or neutral-colored general purpose thread, 
250-300 yds each.  

5 WAYS TO GIVE 
AUTOMATED      MAIL      MOBILE APP      ONLINE      IN PERSON 
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MINISTRY WITH OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

YEAR-END FOR CHILDREN’S B.A.S.I.C. 
Children’s B.A.S.I.C. will wrap up the year on 

May 5 with a Cross+Generational B.A.S.I.C. 

hour. The following Sunday, as part of our 

youth-led worship on Mother’s Day weekend 

(May 11 & 12), some of our 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders will help lead worship. 

Thanks to all our B.A.S.I.C. teachers for sharing your love and faith with 

our children. Preschoolers, children, youth, and adults will resume 

meeting again in the fall on Sunday, September 15. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION CELEBRATED 
On Maundy Thursday, 17 students celebrated and received the gift of 

Holy Communion after a 4-session course. Welcome to the table! 

Saffron Blume 

Kaden Butts 

Amelie Garcia 

Samantha Ihlenfeldt 

Gauge Jorgensen 

Hunter Jorgensen 

Collin Keyser 

Rylan Koenecke 

Dante-Alan Kuehl 

Cayle Miller 

Faith Mohrbacher 

Charlotte Nyhus 

Ellie Peterson 

Kenna Stadt 

Shen Tortomasi 

Drew Walker 

Renee Zemke

 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, MAY 19, 10:30AM 
Throughout the past three years, 16 young disciples have 

been intentionally preparing to affirm their baptism and 

confirm their faith. Through personal interviews with 

Pastor Matt and their personal expressions of their faith 

through their Capstone projects, we know that these 16 

are ready! This is a milestone in their journey of faith that marks their 

maturing relationship with Jesus. On May 19 worshippers at 9:00am will 

offer a blessing at the end of the service. In worship at 10:30am we will 

welcome extended families and guests as we pray for their futures and 

bless their ministry to the world. 
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RIVER HEROES MISSION TRIP WITH CAMP AMNICON 
Our group has been meeting monthly to build 

community with one another, spend some time in 

Bible study, and talk about what our week on the 

water will be like. The 16 youth and four adults are a great group! 
 

We are getting ever closer to our fundraising goal for our trip to Camp 

Amnicon, but we still have over $1500 left to raise until we meet our goal. 

If you are interested in contributing to our fundraising goal, you can help 

by coming to the omelet breakfast on Sunday, June 9. Thank you for your 

continued support of our youth here at St. John’s! 

Next Getting Ready Meeting: Sunday, May 5, 12:30-6pm 

 

HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE GRADUATES 
A baccalaureate ceremony is formally defined 

as a religious service to honor the graduating 

class. Baccalaureate Sunday at St. John’s 

(June 2 this year) is the day each year when the 

church celebrates the accomplishments of 

students. Graduates and families, plan to join us at 9:00am for worship so 

your church family can bless you and your future endeavors. Especially 

regarding college and trade school graduates, call the church office by 

May 23 to share your name so that we can recognize you. Also, give us 

your new mailing address so that we can continue to share God’s words 

of love and encouragement. 
 

  STAY CONNECTED WITH ST. JOHN’S 
Website: StJohns-LC.org 

 

Facebook: facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-Church- 

Evansville-WI-145437998849063/ 

(no account needed to view) 

Twitter: twitter.com/StJohns_53536 

(no account needed to view) 

Daily Nudge sign-up (text message devotions): 

trunc.us/dB47CB 
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CARL’S CONTEMPLATIONS: THE FREEDOM OF THE OPEN ROAD 
by Carl Korfmacher 
Boys have been known to do dumb things. Girls too no doubt, but I am 

more familiar with boys. A long time ago in a galaxy far away known as 

North Dakota, there was a young man of 12, who shall remain nameless. 

One evening when his mother dutifully went to church for choir practice, 

the young man had a brilliant idea. He had always wanted to drive a car. 

He was most confident that he could do so quite competently. He would 

sneak out, drive in the country, and return before choir practice was over. 
 

The neighbor boy was quickly recruited as co-pilot. It was winter, the 

roads were icy and snow-packed, and the car was a 1972 Plymouth nine-

passenger station wagon. What 

could possibly go wrong? A passerby 

would have been shocked to see 

such a large car with two small 

heads peeking above the dash, but 

luckily for the boys, it was cold and 

blustery so witnesses were scarce. 
 

The adrenaline rush was hard to beat. The freedom of the open road was 

invigorating. What a feeling to have control of such power with no one to 

tell you what to do and how to do it. The gravel roads streaked by, rocks 

flew from the spinning wheels. The joy was, for a moment, transcendent. 

Alas, the story has a tragic ending. After driving the backroads for a few 

miles, the boys returned. On the last corner the driver suggested that his 

buddy should take the wheel – it was so much fun, he just had to share. 

Luckily, the snow was piled high along the street and the car made a 

gentle crunch as it came to a rest perched atop three feet of plowed 

snow. Conveniently, it was right in front of the boy’s home. Soon 

thereafter his mother came by, driven home by a friend. 
 

I’m not sure what happened to that boy, the one who would defy his 

mother and common sense and take such a risk. I heard he grew up, got 

married, and had a couple boys of his own. His mother survived, it seems. 

She’s still around somewhere and still going to church, I am sure. She may 

live to 100, but if she does, she will still wonder if she might have made 

110 if not for that boy. Happy Mother’s Day to all patient, kind and 

faithful women.  
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SHARING LIFE TOGETHER – MEET THE SCHIEFELBEIN-EGAN FAMILY 
You’ll see Ryan Egan and Julia 

Schiefelbein-Egan in church with 

their two children Rosalie (5) and 

Soren (2). Ryan and Julia met at 

Luther College and got married in 

2010. She is a clinical pharmacist 

at the Madison VA, working in 

anticoagulation and primary care. Ryan is an accountant at the WI 

Department of Public Instruction. Rosalie is a kindergartener in Evansville, 

and Soren goes to Kids Korner. They have two dogs, Curie and Paisley, 

and three goats, Lavender, Winnie and Flora. Together they have fun 

going for runs and bike rides (except the goats). They like to play outside 

and are planning their (overly ambitious) garden. All of them love to read. 
 

How did you come to St. John’s? 

Julia and Ryan visited St. John’s shortly after moving to Evansville in fall 

2011. They started with an ELCA church, which is what Julia grew up with 

and is Luther College’s affiliation. They had plans to try out a number of 

area churches, but they enjoyed that first service very much and were 

greeted by a number of people, so they kept coming back! They were 

impressed Pastor Matt remembered their names the second time they 

visited. They found the church services really engaging, and it seemed like 

there was a lot going on outside of Sunday morning. They made the 

commitment to become members shortly after. 
 

What do you like about St. John’s? 

They feel very connected to St. John’s. It’s one of the 

primary factors that will keep them in Evansville 

indefinitely. The whole family looks forward to going to 

church on Sunday and other activities during the week! 

Julia realized how much her faith has grown while participating in the 

Unbinding Your Heart small group for the second time. It’s amazing to see 

their children’s faith grow, too. They are thankful there are so many kids’ 

activities. They are also excited about the growing focus on being good 

environmental stewards, along with other social services that our church 

contributes to or actively provides. 
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How do you give your time and talent to St. John’s? 

Julia started becoming more involved by regularly serving fellowship after 

worship. You meet a lot of people in line for treats! Julia was elected to 

church council in 2017, which is a great experience. She serves on the 

Mutual Ministry committee, which supports the staff in fun ways and acts 

as a liaison between the staff and congregation, with an excellent group 

of people. That group has also expanded to become the Intern 

Committee as well, providing support and guidance to Vicar Maria. Julia 

has participated in a number of small book groups and has facilitated two. 
 

Why do you give financial support to St. John’s? 

Ryan and Julia both feel strongly that their donations to St. John’s have a 

much broader impact than if they were only donating to causes as 

individuals. Through St. John’s, they are able to support the activities of 

our congregation, organizations in Evansville and Rock County, our Synod, 

national and international efforts and more. They personally benefit so 

much from being members at St. John’s, so they think it is important to 

help sustain and grow St. John’s ministries. 

 

ST. JOHN’S GIVING AREA 
When you contribute to our Giving Area, we’ll turn 

your donations into resources for God’s work, in 

Evansville and beyond. You’ll find the Giving Area 

near the kitchen window in the Gathering Area. 

 Quilt Squares for our Lutheran World Relief Quilters – Pick up cut 

fabric to sew at home and return for the Tuesday Quilters to use. 

 Off-the-Square Club – Donate personal care items for people with 

mental illness. The bin in the Giving Area lists requested items. 

 Eyeglasses Recycling – Our local Lions Club collects eyeglasses that are 

then sent to developing countries. 

 Box Top$ for Education, square coupon – Check your household 

products for the Box Top$ coupon. The Box Top$ are used to help 

defray the cost of playground equipment for our local schools. 

 Aluminum Cans (to the fellowship hall) - Donate your empty 

aluminum cans to the “Cans for Ca$h” barrel in the Fellowship Hall, at 

the east door, behind the piano. The cans add up to dollars, and the 

money goes to “go green” initiatives.  
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Those Who Are Ill 

 

St. John’s Members 
John Longfield  
Sandi Spanton-Nelson 
Shawn Lynn 
Katrina Thompson 

Dennis Matzinger 
Jeanette Almond 
Sue Daniel 
Pat Carlsen 

Sue Farnsworth 
Betty Wall 
Sherry Crull 
Ann Olsen 

 

Family and Friends 
Felicia Moy 
Judelle Murphy 
Ken Pritzl 
Amanda Schmitzer 
Hana Williams 
Evelyn Johnson 

Carson Bremmer 
Karen Patchak 
Cindy Sayles 
Roni Pahl 
Darlene Thiel 
Darcey Markestad 

Robert (Butch) Heck 
Jill Stock 
Andrea Brantmeyer 
Bob Braucher 
Mary Kay McCallum 

 

Missionaries: 
Rev. Colin and Rev. Jeni Grangaard & family, in Jerusalem/West Bank 
Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke & family, in Botswana 
 

Men and Women in Service: 
Josh Beyerl, Justin Delorit, Sabrina Elmer, Aaron Hoff, Daniel Johnson, 
John Juen, Jacob Thiele, Nate Madsen, Brad Miller, Bailey Olin, JJ Rogers, 
Tyler Schnell, Hunter Speropulos, Marcus Steindl, Mark Trawicki, 
Mitch Viken 
 

Special Blessings to: 
Erik and Akaylah Jaeke on the birth of their daughter, Harper Gene. 
Jordan Meyer and Laura McIntire on the birth of their daughter, Lyla Kay. 
 

  

ST. JOHN’S WELCOME STATEMENT 
Jesus commands us to love one another. We welcome all, regardless 

of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to 
addictions, physical or mental health, past misdeeds, socio-economic 
circumstances, immigration status, or anything that too often divides 

us. We welcome and celebrate diversity and uniqueness. 
We welcome you. 
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POINTS OF PRAYER 
Together we lift up these prayer concerns. Start by reading the prayer 

topic and “holding” those people or that situation before God. Say the 

topic over and over in your mind, or aloud, and raise it before God. Then 

continue in agreement with the petition of prayer. We pray: 

 For St. John’s confirmands and all disciples 

Stir up in us the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 

both now and forever. 

 For graduates 

We ask for your guiding Spirit to be upon all those who graduate this 

spring. Bless their lives with goodness and love. Help them to follow 

you with their dreams, to use their gifts wisely, and to walk into the 

future with faith, hope, and great love. 

 For farmers 

We give you thanks for the fruitful earth, which produces what is 

needed for life. Bless those who work in the fields; grant favorable 

weather to all engaged in agriculture; and help us to ensure that all 

people share the fruits of the earth, rejoicing in your goodness. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PRAYER TEAM 

For your prayer requests – big and small, the Prayer Team of St. John’s is 
ready. Our Prayer Team has placed prayer cards in the welcome books 
and in the pew racks. For any need of prayer – healing, confession, 
sadness, decision-making, and more – please fill out a prayer card, and 
place it in the offering plate or in the office. For more information on the 
prayer team, contact the church office or Becca Poock 608-490-3144.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching Within… 

because GOD reaches out to us. 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Inspiring Worship   Uplifting Prayer 
Faithful Service    Caring Invitation 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth  Christ-Centered Friendships 
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