
September 2019 

Visionotes 

September 8 Day of Service (p. 15) 
People of all ages have an opportunity to make a 
difference, together, after worship on 9/8/19.  
No late worship service this day. 

B.A.S.I.C. Learning Hour Begins (p. 7, 8, 21) 
Sunday, September 15 
All ages join for fun and learning 

Belle Ensemble Concert, Sept. 27, 7pm (p. 10) 
Late Sunday Worship to 11:30am on Sept 15  

Lift off! Children went To Mars and Beyond during Vacation Bible 
School this year and discovered the wonders of God’s universe. 

See page 22 for more pictures of this super week! 
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  ST. JOHN’S STAFF 
Pastor  Matthew Poock 
Vicar  Nancy Giddings 
Director of Faith Formation Amy Floan 
Office Manager  Emily Schmitzer 
Children’s Ministry Director Chris Cole 
Community Life Coordinator Becca Poock 
Custodian  Ken Johnson 
Financial Director  Cindy Millin 
Music Director  Sharon Magee 
Childcare Director  Ashley Thompson 
Ministry Coordinator Carolyn Butts 
Faith Community Nurse Jan Schuh 

 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
President  Sean Mangold 
Vice President/Parish Education Sue Reese 
Secretary/Music and Worship Denise Paese 
Treasurer/Building and Grounds Brandon Mohrbacher 
Fellowship  Karen Reese 
Human Resources  Jennifer Kraus 
Life and Growth  Ron Hatlen 
Memorials  Mark Brusberg 
Mutual Ministry  Julia Schiefelbein-Egan 
Social Concerns  Brenda Muth 
Stewardship  David Paugel 
Youth Ministry  Derek Blume 
Youth Representative Jasmine Elliott 

 

Mission Endowment Committee Shelly Andrew, Bo Fenrick, Sue Herman, 
 Steve Krueger, David Messling 

Mutual Ministry Committee Diana Crans, Kaye Crocker, Barb Howard 
Internship Committee              Gary Hoff, Kyle Kasten, Stephanie Kvalheim,  

Jesse Retrum, Bethany Severson 
 

COME, LET US WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER! 
SATURDAYS @ 5:00pm 

SUNDAYS @ 9:00am and 11:30am (starting 9/15) 
B.A.S.I.C. learning hour for all ages 

Sundays 10:15am - 11:15am (Sept-May) 
 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm  
Call the church office at 608-882-4044 

Visit our website at www.StJohns-LC.org 
 



September 2019 Visionotes 

Page3 

More Than Enough 
The first all-you-can-eat buffet restaurant was 
born in Las Vegas in 1946. Herb McDonald laid 
out sandwich fixings at the El Rancho Hotel, 
and gamblers, walking by, paid $1.25 to make 
their own meal. Buffets had been around for 
centuries prior, providing a more causal or 
flexible dining experience. But this Vegas 
restaurant was the first to charge a fixed price 
per person, no matter how much they consumed. 

College meal plans often make use of buffets, sometimes called “all-you-
care-to-eat” buffets, to encourage moderation. The buffet format, 
however, might explain the “Freshman 15” weight gain that college 
students often experience. When I was in college, our swim coach usually 
took us to an all-you-can-eat buffet after swim meets to avoid waiting for 
our food. It also allowed us eat as much as we wanted. You can imagine 
college swimmers would get their money’s worth too.  

For as much as I love potlucks (and we have excellent potlucks at St. 
John’s), I avoid restaurant buffets. I inevitably overeat and struggle to 
know when to stop. True, I can also overeat at a potluck, but there’s a 
finite amount at a potluck that we all need to share. At a restaurant, the 
food can just keep on coming. Plus, I am, no doubt, subconsciously trying 
to get more for my money. When I’m in my right mind, I don’t want to 
overeat; it doesn’t feel good physically. I want to stop before I’m stuffed.  

But it can be hard to know when you’ve had enough. Sometimes we don’t 
feel full until it’s too late, which means we need to eat slower. Americans, 
in particular, eat too quickly. We need at least 20 minutes from the time 
we start eating for our brains to send out signals of fullness. If we pace 
ourselves, we can know when we’ve had enough.  

Our human appetites reach far beyond food. We are constantly seeking 
to be satisfied and striving for fulfillment. We want more and more. 
When is it enough?  The alcoholic wants “one more” drink. The addict 
wants “one more” high. The workaholic perpetually wants “one more” 
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All of You is more than enough for all of me 
For every thirst and every need 

You (Lord) satisfy me with Your love 
And all I have in You is more than enough 

“Enough” by Chris Tomlin/Louie Giglio  

client. The achiever wants “one more” award or accolade. The greedy 
want “one more” bonus or raise to get to the next level. The viewer 
wants to watch just “one more” episode of whatever addictive show 
they’ve stumbled upon, which has been purposefully made to make us 
un-satisfied and wanting more. What do Superbowl-winning players want 
next? To come back and do it again next year. But it will never be enough. 
Whatever it is, it will not satisfy.  

I find both wisdom and sadness in the lyrics to the song “Never Enough” 
from the movie “The Greatest Showman” (2017). “All the shine of a 
thousand spotlights, all the stars we steal from the nightsky will never be 
enough, never be enough. Towers of gold are still too little; these hands 
could hold the world but it’ll never be enough, never be enough.” When 
will we realize that none of these things we chase will ever be enough? 

I am learning to use the word “enough” for my own benefit. It helps me 
to stop. I have eaten enough. I have done enough. I have worked enough. 
Our faith tells us this, too. It is enough that you are a beloved child of 
God. You don’t have to earn your status or place by what you do or 
achieve. You are loved as you are; you are enough today. 

Ultimately, it is God who is “enough” for us. The only thing that will ever 
satisfy us is the Lord. The Psalmist knew that; “the Lord is my shepherd, I 
shall not want” (Psalm 23). The apostle Paul knew this, “my God will fully 
satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19). And Jesus knew this when he invited us close; “Come 
to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). The times in my life I have felt most 
satisfied have been times when I have been focused on Jesus and paying 
attention to God – times of prayer, worship, devotion, and service. More 
than buffets, or work, or success…may we find our delight in God.  

In Christ, 
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REACHING UP: WORSHIP & PRAYER 
LAW & ORDER: 5 STORIES FROM THE PENTATEUCH  

The Pentateuch is the first five books of the 
Old Testament: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The word “Pentateuch” comes from Greek, 
meaning simply “five books.” We also refer to it as the Torah, the Books 
of Moses, and the Books of the Law. 
 

In worship over five weeks this fall, September 8 – October 6, we’ll read 
stories of our ancestors from the Pentateuch. Will we find a God of law 
and wrath, who, like a detective, seeks out evildoers and, like an attorney, 
works to punish sinners? So often we think the God portrayed in the Old 
Testament is much harsher than the God revealed in Jesus Christ. Or will 
we encounter a God who is life-giving and gracious? 

Aug. 31 & Sept. 1…Deuteronomy 15:1-2, 7-11; Luke 15: 11-32 (Rest #3) 
• Vicar Nancy Giddings introduced 

Sept. 7 & 8…Genesis 2:4b-25 (Law & Order: Adam & Eve) 
• Commissioning for Vicar Nancy Giddings 
• Blessing of the Quilts and Prayer Shawls  
• Eco Fair for Environmental Stewardship 
• God’s Work Our Hands Service Day (No late worship service) 

Sept. 14 & 15… Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 (Law & Order: Abraham & Sarah) 
• Commissioning of Children, Youth and Family Leaders 
• Installation of Chris Cole and Becca Poock 

September 21 & 22 Genesis 32:22-30 (Law & Order: Jacob) 
• Worship Bag Milestone for 4K and Kindergarten  

September 28 & 29… Exodus 1:8-14; 3:1-15 (Law & Order: Moses) 
• Healing Service, Saturday, following 5pm worship  

LATE SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE RETURNS TO 11:30AM 
On Sunday, September 15, our late worship service on Sunday 
mornings will switch from 10:30am to 11:30am, in conjunction 
with the beginning of our B.A.S.I.C. Learning Hour. There will be no 
late service on Sunday, September 8; join in for our annual fall 
community service day, 10:45am-12:45pm. 
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A WEEKEND OF SPIRITUALS (SEPTEMBER 28-29) 
“Spirituals” is a genre of songs 
originating in America and created 
by African Americans. Spirituals were 
originally an oral tradition that imparted 
Christian messages while also 
acknowledging the hardships of slavery. 
They were sung as lullabies, play songs, 
and work songs for the field. It was a 
way of sharing religious, emotional, and 
physical experience through song. The lyrics of Christian spirituals often 
reference Moses and Israel's Exodus from Egypt. The river Jordan in 
traditional African American religious song became a symbolic borderland 
not only between this world and the next; it could also symbolize travel to 
the north and freedom, or it could signify a proverbial border from the 
status of slavery to living free. These centuries-old folk songs are still a 
mainstay, particularly in small black churches in the South. They resonate 
with the soul, especially when we feel down and burdened, in need of 
hope and joy. Many of them are in our ELW hymnal, including “Go Tell It 
on the Mountain,” “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me,” “My Lord, What a 
Morning,” “Wade in the Water,” “Let Us Break Bread Together,” “This 
Little Light of Mine,” and “Give Me Jesus.” In worship the last weekend of 
September, we’ll hear part of the story of Moses from Exodus and sing 
some of these soulful spirituals. 
 

HELPING KIDS CONNECT IN WORSHIP 
Have you noticed the graphics that are on the screen 
during worship? Depending on the part of the service, you 
will see a candle, a cross, a ribbon, or a Magna Doodle 
sketch pad. Graphics are intended to help our young worshipers 
participate in worship and coordinate with items in their worship toolbox. 
 

All 4K and kindergarten students are invited to celebrate the “Welcome 
to Worship” milestone on Sunday, September 22, which includes a 
worship toolbox for each child. Watch for our children to use their 
worship bags as they worship.  
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SUNDAY MORNING B.A.S.I.C. HOUR FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
Our Sunday morning B.A.S.I.C. learning hour resumes on September 15, 
at 10:15am. B.A.S.I.C. will meet in the sanctuary 
for large group time before heading to the 
lower level for small groups. At the same time, 
middle school youth will gather in the north 
basement, and Adult B.A.S.I.C. will meet in the Chapel. Make B.A.S.I.C. 
hour part of your weekly routine as well as your spiritual health. 
 

 B.A.S.I.C. (Brothers And Sisters In Christ) is our Sunday morning 
learning hour that focuses on children 3 years old–5th grade. 

 Middle School Youth Group is a time for faith-filled conversations 
and fun in the youth room. 

 Adult B.A.S.I.C. is for adults and high school students. 
▪ September 15: Human Trafficking led by Join the Movement 
▪ September 22: Dialogues on: Sexuality Session 1 (see page 8) 
▪ September 29: Dialogues on: Sexuality Session 2 

 
INTERNSHIP MATTERS 

Vicar Nancy will be introduced during worship on 
August 31/September 1 and will be commissioned 
during worship on September 7 and 8. Be sure to 
introduce yourself to her! She is living here in Evansville 
and is available to you. You can contact her at 
vicar@stjohns-lc.org or 763-438-0647. 

 
FALL UPLIFTING PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
Our 5-Finger Prayer Challenge continues through 
September 14. If you haven’t already, pick up your static 
cling sticker to remind you of this engaging way to pray. 
 
Join Pastor Matt and others for a candle lit walk at the 
Prayer Labyrinth on Monday, September 23, at 
7:00pm. The autumnal equinox, on September 23 this 
year, is the day we have nearly equal daylight and 
darkness, which makes it a good day to rebalance our lives in prayer.  

mailto:vicar@stjohns-lc.org
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REACHING WITHIN: SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FRIENDSHIP 
NEW! “DIALOGUES ON: SEXUALITY” 8-WEEK SMALL GROUP STUDY 

At our St. John’s congregational meeting in January 
2019, we passed a statement that explicitly welcomes 
people of all sexualities and gender expressions. As 
we continue to explore what our welcome statement 
means for our congregation, we invite you to join Amy 
Floan and other adults for Dialogues On: Sexuality, a 
conversation about sexuality and what it means to 
individuals and our community. Throughout this eight-

week course, we will discuss topics like patriarchy, women’s sexuality, sex 
and marriage, and why language matters. Participants will also build 
communication skills to help continue the conversation with others 
outside of the small group. 
 

Dialogues On: Sexuality will take place on eight consecutive Sunday 
mornings, 10:15-11:15am, in the Chapel, starting Sunday, September 22. 
Sign up and get your book on the Ministry Table in the Gathering Area. 
 

“LUTHERAN QUESTIONS, LUTHERAN ANSWERS”  
SMALL GROUP ADULT CONFIRMATION SERIES 
More than 14 people are already signed up for our new 
small group learning opportunity starting in September, 
and there is still room for you! A complement to The 
Story offered last year, this 13-week course will use 
the book Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers to 
explore Lutheran theology and basic Christian beliefs. It is part of our 
developing program of adult confirmation. Featuring a unique question-
and-answer format, Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers is an 
accessible and concise book that provides the most frequently asked 
questions on important topics and brief but complete answers from 
distinguished historian and theologian Martin Marty. 
 

Learners will meet with Pastor Matt and Amy Floan on Tuesdays from 
5:00-6:15pm, starting September 10. Pick up your book and add your 
name to the sign-up sheet on the Ministry Table in the Gathering Area.  
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FAITH AND RICHES SEMINAR: SMART WOMEN, SMART RETIREMENT 
Women face unique financial challenges and    
concerns during retirement, and this workshop, 
led by St. John’s member and financial advisor 
Kristian Finfrock, will address these issues and 
more on Thursday, September 12, at 6:30pm  
in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll cover a variety of    

   topics in this lively and fun event, including:  
• How to align your money with your priorities; 
• The good news for women facing and enjoying retirement; 
• Preparing your family if something happens to you or your spouse; 
• Three simple retirement moves that will help you take control of 

your financial future. 

If you know women who are planning for or are in retirement, they could 
benefit from attending this workshop, so invite them to this free event. 
 
DIAKONIA COURSE: INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT 
The Diakonia program is a 12-course 
process of spiritual formation and 
theological education. The full program 
consists of 12, 5-week courses offered in a period of two years, 6 courses 
per school year. Individuals are allowed to enroll in as few or as many 
courses as they wish. The program of study is open to anyone. 
Participants do not earn professional certification or ordination, but will 
receive a strong foundation of Biblical and theological knowledge.  
 

St. John’s will host the five-week courses this school year on Saturday 
mornings, 8am-12pm. Introduction to the New Testament starts on 
September 14. See the office for details.  

On behalf of St. John’s, the 
Quilters presented Vicar 
Maria with a beautiful quilt 
on her last Sunday as our 
pastoral intern. The quilt 
pattern is named “Lift High 
the Cross,” which we trust 
she will do for years to come. 
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CENTER STAGE SERIES: BELLE ENSEMBLE AND SQUARE DANCE 
Join us for our next Center Stage Series events: 
The Belle Ensemble. On Friday, September 27, 
at 7:00pm, you are invited to an incredible 
opportunity to witness the gift of music by The 
Belle Ensemble. The Racine-based, 
professional vocalist group of 8 will present a musical exploration of the 
romance and opulence of high-Victorian and early-20th century England, 
“Echoes from the Abbey.” Get your tickets from the church office: $10 
for adults, $5 for children. 
 

Square Dance. Square and Contra Dancing caller, Noah Siegmann returns 
on Friday, October 25, at 6:00pm. Experience an evening of fun, 
energetic, and uplifting activity for anyone who tries it. You can do it if 
you’re 5 or 85. Let’s dosey doe together! This is a free event. Guests are 
encouraged for all Center Stage Series’ events, so bring a friend. 
 

ARCHITECT SELECTED FOR NEXT PHASE 
The Church Council, at its August meeting, 
approved hiring Groth Design Group of 
Cedarburg, WI, to move us into the next phase of 
planning for our facilities. A sub-committee 
reviewed several proposals before making their 
recommendation. The cost for this contract will come from funds 
designated for Capital Improvements. Paul Barribeau, Religious Studio 
Director for Groth, will take on this project. Paul is a registered architect 
and a LEED accredited professional. His degrees are from Luther College, 
Luther Seminary, the University of Minnesota, and the University of 
Wisconsin. Paul served as a Lutheran pastor before focusing on religious 
architecture. He has recently led renovations at Midvale Lutheran in 
Madison, Good Shepherd Lutheran in Verona, and McFarland Lutheran. 
Our next step is a conceptual master plan study, to lead us toward a site 
plan, floor plans, phasing plan, and cost evaluation. This conceptual study 
will be a 4-month process and will include the whole congregation.  
If you would like to be part of the building advancement team for this 
project, talk to Sean Mangold, Council President.  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY WITH CHRIS COLE 
We’ve known her since she joined our church in 
2012. Two years later Chris Cole began serving on 
our staff in the area of Children’s Ministry on 
Sunday mornings, for 10 hours a month. In her 
years with St. John’s, Chris’ faith has grown and her 
passion for ministry has expanded. She’s 
participated in adult small groups including “Alpha” 
and “The Story.” Through three years of 

confirmation ministry, she led a small group and learned alongside middle 
school students. Most recently she’s taken advanced classes hosted at St. 
John’s through the synod’s Diakonia program. During this time Chris has 
gained valuable experience in sharing the Gospel with our youngest 
members during B.A.S.I.C. (ages 3-5th grade) on Sundays at 10:15am. She 
coordinates schedules and themes, recruits and supports a great team, 
and communicates God’s love in word and deed. Through it all, Chris 
began sensing a new call for her life. 
 

Chris was praying for God’s guidance in her vocation when the possibility 
arose for her to increase her hours on staff with St. John’s. Beginning this 
fall, Chris will be at the helm for all of our Children’s Ministries. For 15 
hours a week, Chris will work half-days on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday, and on Sunday mornings. Families with young children 
through 5th grade – including B.A.S.I.C., Faith Corps, and Soul Troop – will 
be her main focus. Chris will split her week with Pathway Preschool, 
housed in our lower level, working with 3-year-olds and 4K students. (So 
she’ll actually be in our building full-time.) Amy Floan, who has 
coordinated these ministries previously, will support Chris while shifting 
attention to older youth and adults. Welcome, Chris, to this expanded 
partnership in ministry. (Reach Chris at children@stjohns-lc.org.)   

ST. JOHN’S WEBSITE GETS A FACELIFT 
If you haven’t visited the St. John’s website lately, be sure to check it 
out. We contracted with local resident Jenny Neuville of JN Marketing 
to redesign and overhaul our site, making it mobile-friendly and 
modern. Take a look and give your feedback to the church office. 

mailto:children@stjohns-lc.org
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BECCA POOCK, COMMUNITY LIFE COORDINATOR 
 “Doesn’t she already work for the church?” That was the 
first comment made at church council in our discussion of 
Becca Poock for this position. In reality, the answer is yes. 
Almost the entire church knows (and loves) our pastor’s 
wife. Becca is a talented and gifted ministry leader in her 
own right. She has a degree from Wartburg College in 
Music Education and a Master’s degree from Luther 

Seminary in Youth and Family Ministry. Becca has years of experience in 
camping ministry, chaplaincy, and congregational ministry and worked for 
two years in vocational discernment at a Lutheran college before being a 
full-time homemaker. 
 

Over the years with St. John’s, Becca has led the prayer team, served as a 
Befriender, coordinated Splash! for families with children under 3, led 
small groups, taught confirmation, led worship, preached, spoken at 
women’s retreats, shared her music on piano and voice, and led the 
Praise Team. She has tremendous gifts in hospitality, communication, and 
faith. With the Poock’s youngest child going to full-day kindergarten this 
fall, Becca has new availability. With the departure of Outreach 
Coordinator Amanda Koenecke, Pastor Matt and Becca prayed and 
discerned before inquiring about the needs of the church. The church 
council responded with gratitude and enthusiasm. 
 

As Community Life Coordinator, Becca will assume much of the former 
outreach position. Primarily, she will offer hospitality to guests, welcome 
new members, and help the whole church to find their place of 
belonging. In addition, Becca will coordinate special invitational events 
and the new Center Stage Series. For now, you can reach Becca at 
outreach@stjohns-lc.org. Welcome, Becca, to this exciting new role.   

5 WAYS TO GIVE 
AUTOMATED      MAIL      MOBILE APP      ONLINE      IN PERSON 

 
 

mailto:outreach@stjohns-lc.org
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LIFE TRANSITIONS SUPPORT GROUP 
Grief can enter our life in many capacities. Our next 
support group for people experiencing grief or change 
will meet on September 18, October 2, 16, and 30, and 
November 13, from 6:00pm – 7:30pm at the home of 
Linda O’Leary – 14434 W. Golf Air Dr., Evansville. This journey addresses 
grief of individuals dealing with a loss of health, job, divorce, relationship, 
and a loved one; it’s led by Linda O’Leary and Shelley Meredith. Please 
contact the church office (882-4044) to let us know of your desire to 
attend. Rides may be available as needed. Reach out to someone you 
know who might appreciate this support. 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULER PRO 
We are pleased to announce that we are putting into 
place a new system that will make scheduling much 
easier for everyone! Using this online system, you’ll be 
able to specify exactly what times do and do not work 
well for you to serve. You’ll also be able to check your 
schedule from anywhere and easily find a substitute when you can’t make 
one of your scheduled dates. Ministry Scheduler Pro helps churches 
schedule all of the people who help make their ministries possible. 
 

An email was sent out in August with a link to get your account set up. If 
you didn’t receive the email or have questions, please contact the office.  

STAY CONNECTED WITH ST. JOHN’S 
Website: StJohns-LC.org 

 
Facebook: facebook.com/St-Johns-Lutheran-Church- 

Evansville-WI-145437998849063/ 
(no account needed to view) 

Twitter: twitter.com/StJohns_53536 
(no account needed to view) 

Daily Nudge sign-up (text message devotions): 
trunc.us/dB47CB 
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HEALTHY LIVING WITH CHRONIC PAIN (HLWCP) WORKSHOP  
The Healthy Living With Chronic Pain (HLWCP) 
workshop is FREE of cost to participants and 
facilitated by two trained leaders, one who has 
been affected by chronic pain. The workshop 
meets for 2.5 hours, once a week, for six weeks and attendance at every 
session is required. At the end of the six weeks, each participant will 
receive a $10 gas or Amazon gift card for each session that they attended. 
 

Join the HLWCP workshop to explore ways to better manage your 
chronic pain. This community-based program is very interactive, where 
mutual support and success build participants’ confidence in their ability 
to manage their pain and maintain active and fulfilling lives. You'll build 
your "toolbox," set your own goals and priorities. Week by week, you'll 
see what works for you and take steps toward healthier living. This 
workshop does not replace existing treatments but serves to complement 
a participant’s medical treatment. This program is not meant for people 
who have pain medication addiction issues. 
 

This workshop is designed for adults dealing with on-going (chronic) pain 
and people who provide care for or live with people that deal with 
chronic pain and is proven to: 

• Teach skills to effectively manage pain. 
• Improve energy, mental health, and quality of life. 
• Decrease pain and dependence on others. 
• Better participants’ ability to understand pain, gain confidence and 

use coping skills. 
 

This workshop will meet at St. John’s, Fridays, September 13 - October 
18, 2019 , 9:30 am – 12:00pm. Please contact Jena Coats at 
jcoats.base@gmail.com to learn more. 
 

*This program is made possible by a SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital - 
Janesville Community Partnership Mini-Grant* 
Workshop Sponsored by:  

mailto:jcoats.base@gmail.com
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REACHING OUT: SERVICE & INVITATION 
CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY FOR FALL COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY 
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we 
are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in 
Christ to serve and love our neighbor. On September 8, the nearly 10,000 
congregations of this church – including ours – will gather to serve 
communities in ways that share the love of God with all of God’s people. 
Come to worship dressed in your St. John’s shirt (if you have one) and 
ready to work! We’ll enjoy worship, eat a hearty snack, and get to work. 
 

Service projects include: 
• Quilting for Lutheran World Relief 
• Road Side Litter Pick-Up 
• Decorating and writing cards to shut-ins 
• Making and delivering food to our neighbors 
• Evansville Parks and Schools projects 
• Shopping for Lutheran World Relief school 

kits and St. Mark’s Lutheran Friday Meal 
ministry (shopping lists available now!) 

 

Plan on donating about two hours of your time. 
 

SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF UNTIL SEPT. 8 
Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook. 
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kits are sent to places where even 
the few required school supplies may be more than a family can afford. 
Pencils and paper can help write a positive future. 
 

Items needed most are in bold. Each kit includes these new supplies: 
• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, 

approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper 
• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters and inches 
• One pencil sharpener 
• One pair of blunt scissors 
• Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 
• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
• One 2 ½” eraser  
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ECO CORNER: ECO FAIR COMING IN EARLY SEPTEMBER 
Learn ways to show you care for our Earth. The Eco Fair, being hosted by 
St. John’s Eco Crew, will be ready for you on Saturday, September 7, and 
Sunday, September 8, following worship. You will find recipes for 
homemade cleaning products, and how to check if 
your hygiene products are Earth and Body healthy. 
Make packing a lunch for school/work creation-
friendly by learning about what types of reusable 
containers are recommended and how you can 
purchase everything you need.  
 

BADGER STAND WITH ACTS 29 
St. John’s mission group, ACTS 29, hosts a concession 
stand at Camp Randall for the UW Badger football 
team. In six or seven games per year, we make enough 
money to pay for our mission trips and never have to 
raise funds within the St. John’s congregation. It also 

provides the perfect setting for cooperation and team-building. 
 

With that in mind, the stand takes 9-11 people to run it, and we are 
always looking for more volunteers to help out. We carpool from Ace 
Hardware in Evansville and have a great time. Here are the game dates 
for the 2019-20 season: Sept. 7, 21, 28; Oct. 5, 12; Nov. 9 and 23. The 
work shift is 6-7 hours and varies with game time.  
 

If you can join our team on any of these dates, please contact Linda 
Rehfeldt (608-295-6723 or rehfeldtlr@gmail.com). Thank you ahead of 
time for serving with ACTS 29. 
 

PROJECTS NEEDED FOR HANDY WORKERS  
It can be hard to keep up with the demands of maintaining a home.  Your 
church can help you with that! For projects related to HVAC, plumbing, 
electrical, window/door repair, winterizing, and the like, contact the 
church office. We’ll take your request and try to match you with someone 
from the church who would like to donate time and skills. If you have 
time and skills to donate, let us know that, too. We’re compiling a team. 
With a project, talk first to Office Manager Emily Schmitzer, 882-4044.  
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
Save the Date: Saturday, November 23, 2019 

Mark your calendar for this annual market and support this fundraiser for 
St. John’s mission and ministry. The Bazaar is an opportunity to work 
together to make projects a reality that go beyond our budget. 

 

Do you have something you want to contribute to 
any of our shops: 
• Cannery Row led by Joan Popanz 
• Cookies and Candy led by Chris Cole 
• Bakery and Holiday Café led by Brenda Muth 
• Quilt Shop (shop leader needed) 
• Creative Creations led by Sara Tortomasi 
• Kids’ Shop led by Sandy Thompson 
• Resale Treasures led by Jan Schuh 
• Gift Baskets led by Janet Beloungy 
• Silent Auction led by Angie Day 

We need items for all of our shops, so consider what you can give!  
Our turkey dinner luncheon is being led by Judy Bratzke, Pam Keisler, and 
Amy Rowley.  
 

The Bazaar is an event of hospitality and teamwork. We need you too! 
Our next organizational meeting is Monday, September 9, 9:00am OR 
Tuesday, September 10, 7:00pm. Please attend one of these meetings if 
you would like to learn more about being a Shop Leader. Watch for 
more volunteer opportunities soon; every contribution is valuable. Lift up 
this special event in your prayers! Contact Becca Poock or Amanda 
Koenecke with dreams and ideas.   

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching Within… 

because GOD reaches out to us. 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Inspiring Worship     Uplifting Prayer 
 Faithful Service     Caring Invitation 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth   Christ-Centered Friendships 
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ABUNDANCE – STEWARDSHIP WORD OF THE MONTH 
Most of us don’t have a problem wanting to be generous, we just don't 
think we can be. After all, we think, there’s only just so much food or 
money or time. So we live out of a worldview of scarcity rather than 
abundance. Sure, we might know that all good things come from God; we 
may believe in God’s gift of abundant life. But there's a big difference 
between believing in God's abundance and actually living it. If you find 
yourself wishing you had more money, more time or more energy, you're 
likely living out of a sense of scarcity. 

 

How did we get into this bind of 
living from scarcity rather than 
abundance? Our eyes see 
others who have more, and we 
become afraid that we’re 
missing out. Our ears hear false 
promises of what we don’t 
have that will make us happy 

and secure. But by God’s grace and the support of the church, we can live 
less out of the fear of scarcity and more from the joy of abundance. 
• First, it helps to count your blessings. Think of relationships or 

abilities or possessions or experiences or whatever else comes to 
mind. Once you start naming your blessings, even more will come 
to mind. Make a list, and add to it each day. You'll be surprised by 
the sense of abundance this creates. 

• Second, express your gratitude. Thank God and others for the 
blessings in your life, whether with a meaningful conversation or a 
handwritten note. There is perhaps no better way to make yourself 
- and others - feel better than to say "thank you.” 

• Third, practice generosity. Yes, generosity takes practice. To move 
from feeling more blessed to living more abundantly, you need to 
put your newfound sense of abundance into action by giving more 
of your time, talent, and money to others. We can train ourselves 
to be generous, one act at a time. With practice we’ll develop 
greater ability and confidence to live more abundantly. 
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SHARING LIFE TOGETHER – MEET THE MUTHS 
Brenda is a nurse practitioner in kidney 
transplant at UW Hospital. She loves to read, 
knit, kayak, bake, and garden. Ken is the 
senior sales manager at City Glass. He loves 
to golf and work on projects at home. They 
both love to travel. They have 4 boys, 5 

grandsons and a granddaughter due in September. 
 

How did you connect at St. John’s? 
When they moved to the Evansville area in 2005, they continued to 
attend Faith Lutheran church in Janesville. Eventually, they began to 
"shop around" for a church closer to home. They had attended St. John's 
occasionally and were always greeted by Carolyn Butts. Easter Sunday 
2012 sealed the deal for them when they met Pastor Matt, loved the 
service with releasing the balloons, and Pastor remembered their names 
at the end of the service. They became official members in July 2012. 
 

What do you appreciate about St. John’s? 
The people of St. John's are so giving and want to help others. Over the 
last 6 years, St. John's has supported Acts 29's reaching out in disaster 
response mission trips. The Muths have developed close relationships 
through their mission trip experiences. 
 

Why do you give your time and/or money to St. John’s? 
They want to support St. John's mission of developing relationships with 
others and accepting diversity in others. They enjoy the experiments in 
the worship experience. St. John’s is a place of sanctuary and peace for 
them. 
 

When is a time that the church was there for you? 
They appreciated all of the support of Pastor Matt, Vicar Maria, and our 
St. John's family over the last year as they experienced the deaths of 
three parents. Pastor Matt and Vicar Maria presided at funerals for Ken's 
mom and stepfather. Pastor Matt and the Acts 29 team took over the 
Puerto Rico mission trip planning when Brenda's father died the week 
before their mission trip. Their St. John's family held them in their hearts 
and in their prayers as they grieved. They are forever grateful.  
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NEWS FROM THE ELCA 
CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY DECLARES ELCA A “SANCTUARY” CHURCH 
In a key action on August 7, the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) voted to approve a 
memorial that declares the ELCA a sanctuary church. The ELCA is the first 
North American denomination to declare itself a sanctuary church body. 
As a sanctuary church the ELCA is committed to serving and supporting 
migrant children and families in communities across the country. 
 

Earlier in the day, the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, 
joined more than 700 assembly members and others in a march and 
prayer vigil to the Milwaukee Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) office. The march addressed concerns about the human rights of 
migrant children and families entering the U.S. along the southern 
border. Through the ELCA's initiative, Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO), 
this church is committed to working toward just and humane policies 
affecting migrants in and outside the U.S. 
 

What does this mean? 
Pastor Matt was a voting member at the Churchwide Assembly in early 
August and offers some thoughts on this new declaration: 
We don’t fully know what it means to be a sanctuary church body. We 
commissioned a task force to help us understand what this means for us. 
But we do know that it means we will work for fair, just, compassionate 
immigration policy and practices…and we already are. This isn’t a new 
initiative or change in direction; it’s a strengthening and public witness. 
We clarified that we will NOT be doing anything illegal; we do not intend 
to resist the government, but to work with the government. Also, it does 
NOT necessarily mean we will be literally housing migrants in church 
buildings. These are two fears that are getting attention in the media, and 
we explicitly stated otherwise. 
 

Actually, the ELCA is already very involved in immigrant and refugee 
matters. We have people at the border, who shared with us. Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) www.lirs.org has a long and 
effective history. And we have a beautiful initiative called AMMPARO 
(www.elca.org/ammparo) that is doing great work…including 
development work IN Latin American countries to improve conditions 
there to reduce the need to migrate. How beautiful is that!  
 
For more information, talk to Pastor Matt or visit www.elca.org.   

http://www.lirs.org/
http://www.elca.org/ammparo
http://www.elca.org/
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MINISTRY WITH OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY RESUMES SEPTEMBER 11 
Our Children’s and Family Ministry will strengthen the faith of our families 
and equip families to practice their faith at home, at school, at work, and 
beyond. Join the goodness on Sundays and Wednesdays! 
 

Sunday mornings at 10:15am, starting Sept 15, is a great time for 
children, youth, and adults to grow in their faith. (Adults, see p. 7-8 for 
what is in store for you.) 
 B.A.S.I.C. (Brothers And Sisters In Christ) focuses on children 

3 years old–5th grade. Sunday mornings 
after worship, kids and small group leaders 
will have time together for songs, skits, 
Bible stories, and fun as well as time to talk about God in their daily 
lives, to pray together, and to grow in relationship with each other. 

 SPLASH! centers on families with children under 3. One Saturday a 
month parents meet in the nursery while children play. Connect 
with others who are living life with diapers, nap schedules, feeding 
woes, and the 24-hour dependence these little ones require. 
Explore ways to keep the promises made 
at Baptism and continue to “splash” the 
children with God’s amazing grace. Becca 
Poock coordinates. First gathering is 
September 14, 10am-12pm.  
No registration needed. 

 

Faith Corps (K-2nd grades) and Soul Troop (3rd-5th 

grades) fill the church building 
on Wednesdays after school 

until 4:30pm. These two groups gather starting on 
September 11 for spiritual growth through fun activities with friends in a 
large-group setting. Snacks, music, devotion, service projects and games 
are just the beginning of the fun. 
 

For our planning, please register now. (Note: Space is limited for Faith 
Corps and Soul Troop.) All are welcome – members and guests! Contact 
Amy Floan, Director of Faith Formation, with any questions.  
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OUR FAITH HELPS US TO GO BEYOND: “TO MARS AND BEYOND” 
St. John’s went To Mars and Beyond for Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2019. 
Over 130 travelers ages 3 through 5th grade, including many guests, 
explored their faith all week long. Throughout the week we reflected on 
Ephesians 3:20 “Glory to God who is able to do far beyond all that we 
could ask or imagine by his power at work within us!” We can go beyond 
with faith, kindness, thankfulness, hope, and boldness. The week was 
made possible by over 50 people who gave their time and energy, their 
love and supplies. We gave a daily offering to purchase refrigerators for 
the new Lutherdale Lodge. With a cost of $100 for each refrigerator (after 
a 50% discount Lutherdale found), VBS participants were able to buy TEN! 
Total offering the week was $1011. Praise the Lord! Thank you to all who 
donated supplies and time to make this an incredible and meaningful 
week of children’s ministry. Special thanks to VBS Director Amanda 
Koenecke for her excellent leadership!   

Through games and 
crafts, songs and 
stories, children 
learned about going 
beyond at “To Mars 
and Beyond:” 
Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) 2019. 
VBS week was July 
29 - August 2. 
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2019-2020 CONFIRMATION MINISTRY BEGINS 
On Wednesday, September 11, from 6:00pm-7:30pm, our 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade youth and their parents will meet for a faith-filled time of 
confirmation orientation. We’ll take care of registrations, resources, and 
a host of information. Friends and guests are welcome to join this 
ministry. 

 
PRACTICING GENEROSITY WITH OUR NOISY OFFERING 
St. John’s children are generous! From September 2018 – August 2019, 
our children have given $730 to purchase ceramic water filters through 
ELCA Good Gifts; that’s enough to buy 24 filters! These filters purify water 
without electricity or chemicals and help prevent water-borne diseases 
like cholera and typhoid. 
 

Starting this month, our noisy offerings 
will be used to purchase fruit tree 
seedlings. The seedlings we purchase will 
be specially selected for the location and 
climate where they’ll go and can include 
mango trees, which are known to thrive 
in the driest of conditions, even drought. 

 
BUILDING FAITH WITH MISSION BUILDERS: SUMMER 2020 TRIP 
St. John’s has a history of high school summer trips. 
Next summer we’re teaming up with our Acts 29 
mission team for a week of service together. Details 
are still being worked out, but all high school youth 
and their parents are invited to an informational 
meeting on Wednesday, September 18, at 7:30pm  
to learn more about what’s being planned for next  
summer.  
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CARL’S CONTEMPLATIONS: REFLECTIONS ON FATHERHOOD 
By Carl Korfmacher 

“Like sands through the hourglass, so 
are the days of our lives.” It is a weird 
cultural footnote that college kids in 
the early 80s watched the soap opera, 
Days of Our Lives. It was, as people 
say today, a thing. I was never much 

of a fan but for a brief time I got sucked into it too. As I was 
contemplating what to write this month, I kept thinking of this phrase. It 
was delivered with such gravity at the introduction to the show, the 
man’s voice deep and resonating. But, it has special meaning today 
because I am sending my oldest off to college.  
 

When my father died in 1973, I was devastated. It didn’t get much better 
in my teen years when I struggled to find an identity and figure out what 
it meant to be a man. In those dark times I fantasized about being a 
father to a boy someday. I thought about all the things I would do to 
make sure he didn’t feel as lost and incomplete as I did. I prayed to God 
that someday I would have that chance. 
 

The beginning of the answer to my prayers occurred in July of 1991 when 
I married Krista. When Henry was born in 2000 I recall thinking very 
clearly about that request and the implied promise that I wouldn’t mess it 
up. In 2004 we were doubly blessed with another boy named Owin and I 
was again reminded of that plea made so long ago. During my 18 years of 
being a father, I have endeavored to live up to that commitment made in 
ignorance and under duress in my teen years. I have changed diapers, 
gone for hikes, encouraged strengths, discouraged cruelty, taught them 
life skills, chewed them out, built them up, attended church and driven 
about 40,000 miles to school and back from our house. Krista has been 
my gracious partner, serving as confidant when one of them had enough 
of me, providing structure around my impulsiveness and “clarifying” my 
thinking, eyebrows raised and lips pursed. Most importantly, I have had 
the opportunity to be there emotionally and physically to support them in 
dark times. Luckily, those have been few. 
 

They have taught me much about myself. In last month’s missive, I 
mentioned how Owin had pointed out my habit of complaining. It was 
not the first nor will it be the last lesson delivered by my sons. A few 
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times, I have had to apologize for something I did or said that caused 
unnecessary pain. I suppose that is a lesson too. 
 

Many years ago when Henry was 3, we had the opportunity to go to 
Atlantis resort in the Bahamas for Krista’s job. We flew to Miami and then 
got on a small plane for the last leg. We took off and circled over the city 
before heading east over the water. Henry and I looked out the window 
together and I said, “look Henry, that’s Miami.” His response was, 
“Really? That’s Your-ami?” Thank you, Lord, for answering my humble 
prayer time and again. 
 

SAYING GOODBYE TO THE CHAIR! 
Submitted by Amanda Koenecke 
I’m saddened to say goodbye to my role as the 
Outreach Coordinator; I’ve met some incredible 
people, some of whom have developed into the most 
special friendships. I have loved my job at St. John’s, 
from the human connections to the event planning. I 
want to thank each of the council members over the 
years, my co-workers, and all members and friends of 
St. John’s. You have embraced me from a time of not really knowing what 
exactly Outreach Coordinator was going to mean, to some event ideas 
that were not yet done. I never felt unwanted, unappreciated, or 
undervalued. Thank you! I’m looking forward to my new chapter working 
with our family business and have no doubt that that is where God is 
calling me. I end with saying goodbye to my chair that I’ve been sitting in, 
but not to my church family; I will see you at worship services and events.   

ST. JOHN’S WELCOME STATEMENT 
Jesus commands us to love one another. We welcome all, regardless 

of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to 
addictions, physical or mental health, past misdeeds, socio-economic 
circumstances, immigration status, or anything that too often divides 

us. We welcome and celebrate diversity and uniqueness. 
We welcome you. 
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

St. John’s Members 
John Longfield 
Sandi Spanton-Nelson 
Shawn Lynn 
Katrina Thompson 

Dennis Matzinger 
David Messling 
John Almond 
Sue Daniel 

Betty Wall 
Duke Farnsworth 
Samantha Jozefowicz 
Deb Buckingham

 

Family and Friends 
Carson Bremmer 
Karen Patchak 
Jeff Bluhm 
Joe Dittberner 
MaryKay McCallum 

Ken Merritt 
Heather Heezen 
Jill Stock 
Andrea Brantmeyer 
Dennis Moore 

Haley Iles 
Melissa Quamme 
Allison Schmitzer 

 

Missionaries 
Rev. Colin and Rev. Jeni Grangaard & family, in Jerusalem/West Bank 
Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke & family, in Botswana 
 

Men and Women in Service
Josh Beyerl, Garrett Bristol, Sabrina Elmer, Aaron Hoff, Daniel Johnson, 
John Juen, Nate Madsen, Brad Miller, Bailey Olin, JJ Rogers, Tyler Schnell, 
Hunter Speropulos, Marcus Steindl, Jacob Thiele, Jonah Topel, Mark 
Trawicki, Mitch Viken

 Special Blessings to 
TJ and Sandie Herbers, on the birth of their daughter Dorothy (Dottie) 
Margaret on July 16. 
Jordan Meyer and Lauren McIntire on the baptism of their daughter, Lyla 
Kay. 
John and Jayne Ruchti, on the birth of their granddaughter Kenzeigh 
Jayne on July 30. 
Joe and Angie Riniker on the baptism of their children Grace Irene and 
Wesley William. 
Rollie and Dee Jeans on their 60th wedding anniversary on August 2.  
 

Condolences to 
Kelsey Grulke (missionary) and family on the death of her grandmother. 
Paulette Morning and family on the death of her husband John.  
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POINTS OF PRAYER 
Together we lift up these prayer concerns. Start by reading the prayer 
topic and “holding” those people or that situation before God. Say the 
topic over and over in your mind, or aloud, and raise it before God. Then 
continue in agreement with the petition of prayer. We pray: 

• For peace in regions of conflict 
Lord of the nations, why is peace so elusive? Help us to see the 
value in people who are different from us, whether religiously, 
politically, or ethnically. Change us by your love and compassion. 

• For all those beginning school routines 
Jesus, the great Storyteller and Teacher, we praise you for schools 
for all types of students. Thank you for the new rhythms and 
adventures school will provide. Thank you for the employment for 
so many in our community. Bring comfort to those who return to 
school with anxiety or fear. Shine light and wisdom into their 
darkness. 

• For Fall Ministries of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Holy Spirit, fill us with your wisdom and energy. Strengthen our 
congregation to know and trust you. Bless children, youth, and 
adults as we return to fall routines and new learning ministries. 
Draw us closer to you and to each other. Thank you, God, for this 
faith community.  

We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

PRAYER TEAM 
For your prayer requests – big and small, the Prayer Team of St. John’s is 
ready. Our Prayer Team has placed prayer cards at the welcome desk and 
in the pew racks. For any need of prayer – healing, confession, sadness, 
decision-making, and more – please fill out a prayer card, and place it in 
the offering plate or in the office. For more information on the prayer 
team, contact the church office or Becca Poock 608-490-3144. 
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